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Introduction by Jonathan Ned Katz 


This OutHistory chronology documents the US. Federal Bureau of Investigation's surveillance of homosexuals and alleged homosexuals. It 
includes references to what was considered sexual and gender deviance. It also includes surveillance of the activities of members of homosi 
rights groups, and anti-homosaual persons and groups. 


This is a feature under construction. OutHistory is asking the public to help suwey what evidence exists about the FBI's suweillance of 
homosexuals and homosexuality. On December 18, 2011, I sent out a press release asking the public for such research asstance. Data prov 
that crowd-sourcing is included in this chronolog. That crowd-sourcing of higorical research continues here. 


Insights 
The construction of this chronology is already suggesting insights about Hoover's and the FBI's suweillance of American's sexuality and ge 


1.As a representative of the US. state, as a long-term and poweful member of the fedeul bureaucracy, Hoover's surveillance of Americans 
lives constitutes an active, institutional intervention into those lives. Hbover's actions, and the adions of his FBI assocides, and collabomti: 
bureaucrats, led to political repression, public humiliations, firings, suicides, loss of employment, brokn marriages and ended relationship 
source of Hoover's power, his heading an investigative state bureaucracy, allowed him to collec data on the intimate lives of thousands of 
Americans, data that provided a source of his long-term powerJust as the political repression called MCarthyism was not jus the work of 
Senator Joseph McCarthy, the political repression led by FBI Diretor J. Edgar Hoover was not jus the work of one man. 


2. In part, this is a survey of the history and evidence of rumors. Wé are interested in evaluating the content and political éfect of rumors w 
their original social and hisorical context. We are asking wha rumors reveal, especially about American sauality, gender, and the politics 
surveillance state. We were inspired to trea the content of rumors as higorical evidence, quite apart from the rumors' truth or falsiy, by Cl 
Bond Potter's essay "Queer Hoover: Sex, Lies, and Political History," Journal of the History of Sexuality Vol. 15, Number 3, July 2006, page 
381. 


3. In particular, the rumors about J Edgar Hoover's queer gender displays and performance -- rumors tha started early in his career -- prc 
profound insights into the hisory of American norms of masailinity, and the changing historical association of gender deviance with sexua 
deviance. 


4. The documents presented here show tha Hoover continually sa at his desk reading repotts of the rumors about his own gnder and pos 
sexual deviance, often sending FBI agents to reprimand and threden particular ramor mongers. The weird, surreal, and frightening aspet 
Hoover's response is doaimented in this chronolog. 


5. The large amount of photoguphic evidence refereced here shows tha, despite the persistent rumors of J Edgar Hoover's deviant sexuali 
continued to vacation and attend public events with Clyde Tolson, both of them ofen wearing identical outfits. Did Hoover have so much e 
of sexual scandal in the lives of so mary people that he didn't care to hide his intimde relationship with Tolson? Or was Hoover so represse 
he saw abolutely no link béween his intimate relationship with Tolson and rumors of his own homosauality? This chronology raises inter: 
questions for future researchers to answer 
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Sources 


The entries and sources are based on informiion provided by the kderal Bureau of Investigation and in numbers of aticles, books, and 


newspapers. We aspire to provide full citaions to sources, to further this investigation of the investigators. Numbers of "Research request! 


notations are included in this chronolog. Data may be sent to OutHistory@gmail.com. 


Collier's sor August 19, 1933 


Washington is enjoying its extensive game of hide-and-seek with J. Edgar Hoover's boy detectives 


Hist! Who's That? 


BE HOOVER bas made like a freé-born Amorican citizen 
‘one of the most popular, develops such a nense of securi 
most unsocial, activities at By Ray Tucker : he is not supposed t < 


ional capital, “Tailing,” 


pair of shadows gliding along be 


Illustration with article critical of the FBI and Hbover by Ray Tucker, head of Collier's bureau in Wishington, D.C..We're reproducing it extra large here so OutHistory users can see all the spying ping on. Ray Tucker, "Hist! 


For more on the FBI and homosexuality see: 


Douglas M. Charles: Researching Hoover's War on Gays: Exposing the FBI's "Sex Deviates" Program 


FBI and Homosexuality: 1900-1919 > 


Privacy Policy * Terms of Use «+ Contributor Guidelines » Contact Us 


That?" Collier's, August 19, 1933, pages 15, 49. 
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1908 

The U.S. Bureau of Investigation is created in 1908 by US. Attorney General Charles Joseph Bonaparte, “although another year passed bef 
christened with that name. It became known as the FBI in 1935. (Cut Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets, (NY: W.W. Norto1 
1991), p. 70, 113) 


1910 
The White Slave Traffic Act, introduced by Congressman Ames Robert Mann of Illinois, is aimed a the traffic in foreign-born prositutes. 
(Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 114.) 


1914, July 28 

The Great War (also known as the War to End All Wars, and, later, as World War One) starts with Austria-Hungary declaring war on Serbi 
August 1,Germany declared war on Russia.Germany then sent its army through Belgium to atack Russia’ ally, France, also bringing Grea 
Britain into the war This global war that lasted four years, to November 11, 1918. (History.com accessed April 2, 208 from: 

https: //www.history.com /topics/world-war-i/outbreak-of-world-war-i) 


1917 

A history of the FBI, by two agents, is quoted as claiming tha the General Intelligence Division of the Bureau of vestigation was organize 
"under the direc administrative supervision of J. Edgar Hoover since 1917 in charge of counter-radical activities as special assi¢ant to the 
attorney general." (Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 73) 


1917, February 5 

A revamped US. immigration law, passed by the US. Congress, seives as an effective weapon in the hands of oficials aligned againg radicz 
activist immigrants. (A copy of the original lav was accessed April 3, 208 from: 
http://library.uwb.edu/Static/USimmigration/39%20stat%20874.pdf) 


1917, April 2 

U.S. President Woodrow Wilson gpes before Congress to pledg: the nation’s resources to help the Allies (ance, Britain, Russia, Italy, and J 
defeat the Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire).(History.com accessed April 2, 208, 

from https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-congress-passes-selecive-service-act 

1917, April 6 

The U.S. enters the Grea War. (Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 68; History.com accessed April 2, 208, from: https://www.history.com/this-da 
history/u-s-enters-world-war-i) 

1917, May 18 

The U.S. Congress passes The Selective Service Act requiring all males btween 21 and 30 register for the draft, and giving the US. preside: 
power to draft soldiers.(Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 71) 


1917, June 15 
The U.S. Congress passes the Espionag Act after America’ formal entrance into World War I against Germany. The Espionage Act makes 
crime for any person to convey information intended to interfere with the US. armed forces proseaition of the war dfort or to promote the 
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success of the countty’s enemies. Anyone found guilty of such acts is subject to a fine of $10,000 and a prison sentence of 20 years. (Gntry, 
Edgar Hoover, p.’70; History.com accessed April 2, 208, from https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-congress-passes-espionag 


1917, July 26 

John Edgar Hoover, 22, accepts a clerkship in the US. Department of Justice, a draft-exemptjob. Less than three months afer Hoover's ar 
he is promoted, and three months laer promoted again. E~ is placed in charge of a unit in the Eneny Alien Registration Section of the Jus 
Department. (Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 69.) 


1917, September 5 
Bureau of Investigation agents, assisted by members of the vigilante group, the American Potective League, conduc simultaneous mids 01 
headquarters of the International Workers of the World (IWW) in 2% U.S. cities. (Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 71) 


1917, November 7 
Russian revolution. (Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 76) 


1918, April 16 
The U.S. Congress amends the Alien Enemies at to include female as well as male enemies. (Accessed April 2, 208 
from: http: //uscode.house.gpv/view.xhtml?path=/prelim @title50chapter3 &edition=prelim) 


1918, May 16 

The U.S. Congress passes the Sedition Ac. Engineered mainly by US. Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer, the act makesit a crime for ary 
person to convey information intended to interfere with the US. armed forces’ proseattion of the war effort or to promote the success of tk 
country’s enemies. Aimed a socialists, pacifists and other anti-war a¢ivists, the Sedition Ad imposed harsh penalties on aryone found guil 
making false statements that interfered with the proseattion of the war; insulting or abusing the US. government, the flag, the US. 
Constitution, or the militaty; agitating against the production of necessaty war materials; or advocating, teaching or deending any of these 
(History.com accessed April 2, 2018, from: https: //www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-congress-passes-sedition-at) 


1918, November 18 

Socialist Eugene V. Debs is sentenced to ten years in prisonOn June 16, 1918, Debs had made a speech in Canton, Ohiayrging resistance t 
military draft of World War I. Debswas arrested on June 30 and charged with ten counts of sedition. (Eugne V. Debs, Wikipedia, accessec 
7, 2018, from: 

https: //en. wikipedia.org Awiki/Eugene_V._Debs#Incarceration) 


1919, June 2 
At about eleven-fifteen, at night a bomb gpes offat the home of the new attorney general A. Mitchell Palmer, in Washington, D.C. (Gentry, 
Hoover, p. 74) 


1919, June 17 

Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer holds an all-day meeting with Francis P. Garvan, the attorney general's chief investigator, William J. 
Flynn, Bureau of Investigation chief, and their assistants. The best way to deal with the new menace will be a mass round-up of and depot 
alien radicals. (Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 77-78) 


1919, August 1 

Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer appoints 24-year-old J. Edgar Hoover, special assistant to the attorney general, chief of a new division 
Justice Department's Bureau of Investigation, the General Intelligence Division. I will investigate the programs of radical groups and iden 
their members. (Cust Gentry,J. Edgar Hoover, page 79.) 


1919, August 12 

William J. Flynn, Bureau of Investigation chief, sends a confidential letter to "all special agents and employees" (a euphemism for undercc 
operatives). ordering "a vigyrous and comprehensive irvestigation” of all anarchiss, Bolsheviks, and "kindred agitaions.” He states that 
investigations should be direced particularly to aliens, for the purpose of dweloping deportation cases. Flynn adds: "Yu will also make ful 
investigation of similar activities of citizens of the United States ...." (Curt Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, page 80.) 


1919, September 3 

Thirty-five Bureau of Investigation agents, 2,000 members of the American Potective League, 2000 military personnel, and several hund 
policemen in New York City, Brooklyn, Jersey City, and Newark, stop and search men, demanding tha each produce either a duft registrat 
card or a birth certificate proving him to young or too old or the daft. (Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 72.) 


1919, November 7 
On this date, chosen because it was the second anniversay of the Bolshevik revolution, agents of the Bureau of hvestigation, together with 
police, executed a series of well-publicized and violent aids against Russian workers in 12 cities. (Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 83) 


The Palmer Raids were atempts by the United States Department of Justice to arrest and deport radical leftists, especially anarchiss, from 
United States. Further raids and arrests occurred in November 1919 and January 1920 under the leadership of Atorney General A. Mitche 
Palmer.(Wikipedia: Palmer Raids; Preparations. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmer_Raids+#Preparations+ 
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1920s: “antique shows” and a “lightness in his sep" 

Claire Bond Potter refers to snickering newspaper gossip of the 1920s and 1930s tha reported J. Edgar Hoover's attendance at “antique shi 
and referred to a “lightness in his ¢ep” as he made his daily rounds. Btter notes: "Oddly these gossip items are presewed in a collection of 
newspaper clippings Hoover kept himself" 


Claire Bond Potter, “Queer Hoover: Sex, Lies, and Political History,’ Journal of the History of Sexuality15, no. 3 (September 2006): pi 
368. See J. Edgar Hoover Scrapbooks, RG 65, National Archives, Washington, D.C. 


1920, January 2 
Raids initiated by Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer, head of the Justice Department, and aided by the Bureau of hvestigation, occur in 
cities. (Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 93) 


1920, February: "moral perverts" 
U.S. Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer, in a journal article The Case Against the Reds, included in a lis of those he opposed as "reds." ‘T 
included International Workers of the World, 


the most radical socialists, the misguided anarchiss, the agitators who oppose the limitaions of unionism, the moul perverts and the 
hysterical neurasthenic women who abound in communism. (A Mitchell Palmer, "The Case Against the Reds,"The Forum, A Magazir 
of Constructive Nationalism, vol. 68, no. 2, page 168.) 


1920, October 
By this month there are 150,000 cards in Fbover's master index of radicals. By the fall of 1921, the cards had grown to 450,00. (G@ntry, J. E 
Hoover, p. 104) 


1920, October 5 

Hoover in a memo explains the expansion of the original Radical or Anti-Radical Division of theustice Department, into the General Inte 
Division. "While the work of the @neral Intelligence Division was a first confined solely to the imestigation of the radical movement it ha: 
expanded to cover more general intelligence work, including not only the nadical activities in the United States and abroad, but also the su 
matters of an international nature, as well as economic and indusrial disturbances incident ther¢o." Gentry comments: "The term ‘indus 
disturbances' was a euphemism for 'srikes,' the Department of Justice under Palmer having become a national strikebreaking agency."(Ger 
Edgar Hoover, p. 79) 


1921 
By this year Hoover had set up an index system listing virtually every radical leader and organizdion in the United States, an index that cor 
upward of 400,000 names. (Oshinsk, David M. "The Senior G-Man".New York Times, September 15, 1991). 


1921, August 22 
On this date, Hoover is been named “assigant chief” of the Bureau of Investigation within the Attorney General's office. Attorney General | 
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M. Dougherty transferred the General Intelligence Division from the Depatment of Justice to the Bureau of hvestigation., where it was w 
Hoover's command. (Cutt Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets, (NY: W.W. Norton, 1991), p. 111) 


1924, May 
On this date, U.S. Attorney General Harland Fiske Stone says to Hoover, “Young man I want you to be A¢ing Director of the Bureau of 
Investigation.” The understanding was that the appointment was to be tempoary.(Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 111, 122.) 


1924, December 10 
On this date Attorney General Stone informed Hoover that he could drop the 'Ading' from his title. (Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 142.) 


1925 
The FBI's monitoring of "obscene or indecent" mierials began this year (Theoharis, Athan.From the Secret Files of J Edgar Hoover. (Chica 
Ivan R Dee, July 1, 1991), page 4. Research reques: is there more detail about what was considered "obscene or indecent"?) 


1925, January 1 
Photo: J. Edgar Hoover holding rifle; from waist up. 


Time Life Picures.GettyImages #50659695.: Accessed December 23, 202 from hitp://www.gettyimages.com/Search/Search.aspx? 
contract Url=2&language=en-US&family=editorial&ass¢Type=image&mt=photogmphy&p=j.+edgar+ Hoover 


1920s, late:"a dandyish dresser" 
The FBI's historian, Dr. John Fox, commented, in 2010, to retired agents that "rumors regarding the Dire¢or's sexual preferences have bee 
around since the lae 1920s or early 1930s. The earliest was a newspaper blurb describing him as a dandyish dresset! 


Larry Wack, "Seventy Five Years of Conjedure About J. Edgar Hoover and Cyde Tolson." Research request: Accessed November 25, 
2011; link not active on August 18, 2015. What happened to this link? 


1926 
Historian Curt Gentry says: "rumors of Hoover's homosexuality had circulated in print from the moment he became diretor in 1926". 


Potter, "Queer Hoover,"page 256. 


1928, April 2 
Clyde Tolson joins the FBI. 


Research request: Source? 


1929, July 31 
Hoover makes Tolson head of the Bufalo, NY, office of the FBI. 


Research request: Source? 
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1930s: FDR "knew about" Hoover 

Ronald Kessler reports the "assertion by Elliot Roosevelt (son of President Franklin D. and Eleanor) tha his father knew about Hoover's 
homosexuality in the 1930s but did not feel it was “grounds for removing him [from his diréorship of the FBI] . . . so long as his abilities 
not impaired? 


Potter, "Queer Hoover," page 372, citing Ronald KessleyThe Bureau: The Secret History of the FBI (St. Martin's Paperbacks, 1st editio: 
July 13, 2003), pages 108-11, 43. 


1930, August 16 
Hoover creates for Clyde Tolson the new post of Assistant Director of FBI for Personnel and Adminidration. 


Research reques: Date? Full citation? ] 


1933, July 30:"a Y.M.C.A. secretary" 
J. Edgar Hoover is appointed direcor of a new Division of Investigation which would include the Bureau of hvestigation, and the Prohibit 
Bureau of the US. Attorney General's Office. 


Research requed: Full citation? 


Newsweekmagazine noted tha in light of Hoover's activities as Palmer's assistant during the maids on reds, "some experienced Washington 
observers express astonishment” at Hoover's appointment as diredcor of the new Division. Hoover's manner was described as less tha of a « 
than that "of a YM.C.A. secretary.” 


Curt Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets, (NY: W.W. Norton, 1991), page 158, note 13. Research reques: full cite for 
Newsweek and copy of atticle. 


Describing Hoover's manner as tha of "a Y.M.C.A. secretary" is a coded dig a his masculinity and indirectly at his heterosexuality. Compar 
a policeman, a secredary (meaning a leader) of the Hung Men's Christian Association was often seen as relatively lacking in aggressive mas 
and thus in heterosexual potency. 


As a same-sex institution in which young men mé young men, the YMCA mag also have been associated with homosexuality in the 
public's mind. See John Donald Gusav-Wrathall, Take the Stranger by the Hand: Same-Sex Relations and the YMG (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1998). 


https://outhistory.org/exhibits/show/fbi-history/1930-1939 1/7 


6/4/2022 FBI and Homosexuality: 1930-1939 - FB] and Homosexuality Chronology « OutHistory: It's About Time 


Tene 


Collier's for August 19, 1033 


eae, 


| / { 


Washington is en of hide-and-seek with J, Edgar Hoover's boy detectives 


Hist! Who's S That? 


By Ray Tucker 


Ray Tucker, "Hist! Who's That?" Collier's, August 19, 1933, pages 15, 49. 


1933, August 19:"walks with a mincing ¢ep" 
Ray Tucker, the Washington D.C. Bureau Chief of Collier'smagazine writes a critical aticle about the FBI: 


In appearance Mr. Hoover looks utterly unlike the story-book sleuth. He is short, fat, businesslike, and walks with a mincing ¢ep. His 
hair, swarthy skin and collegiate haircut make him look younger than thirty-eight, but heavy, horn-rimmed spedacles give him an air 
and authority. He dresses fastidiously, with Eleanor blue as the faorite color for the mached shades of tie, handlerchief and socks. A 
pompous, he rides in an expensive limousine even if only to a nearby self-sewice cafeteria.” 


Quoted in Curt Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, pages 158-159. 


For the use of the term "mincing" in Nw York City, in 1842, to refer to effeminate men who desired se with men see Jonathan Ned Katz's] 
Stories: Sex Between Men Before Homosexuality(pages 49 and 357 note 29). 


Katz also sites another similar réerence to "mincing" daing to January 5, 1892, in New York City (page 290). 
Katz also refers to a 1933 reference to "mincing" in Gorge Chauncey, Gay New York (page 67). 


For the use of the term "mincing" to denote homosrual men in Seattle, Washington, in 1964, see http: //outhistory.org/exhibits/show/quee! 
comes-out/pioneer-square/1950s 


The reference to "Eleanor blue" associaes Hoover with a feminine name, thus questioning his masaulinity. As an extra dig, "Eleanor blue” 
associates the conservative, Republican Hoover with the first name of the new Democratic president's wife. hh addition, as researcher Chris 
Elias has noted, the nevspapers had coined the term "Eleanor blue" for the color of the dress thtaF.D.D's wife Eleanor had worn to his 
innauguration in March. "Eleanor blue" was acually lavender or purple, color terms used to designe homosexuals and homosexuality. 


Christopher Elias, "Archives of Desire: A Iavender Reading of J Edgar Hoover, Notches, July 30, 2015, accessed September 29, 205 
from http://notchesblog.com/2015/07/30/archives-of-desire-a-laender-reading-of-j-edgar-hoover/Research request: 
Documentation of lavender and purple being used around 1933 to designte homosexuals and homosexuals. 


Tucker adds, later in his essay: 


"at one time or another the bureau's les have contained reports on such prominent Americans as Jistice Harlan Fiske Stone, the late 
Thomas J. Walsh, Senator Burton K. Wheeler, Senator William E. Bomh, Dean Roscoe und, Prof. Felix Frankfurter, Prof. Zechariah 
Chafeee Jr., Frank P. Walsh and John L Lewis." 


Research request: Were there homosexual associations or rumors about ary of those people Were there gender deviance rumo 


Historian Curt Gentry reports: 
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Less than two weeks after theCollier'sarticle appeared, a Washington gossip columnist inquired if anyone had noticed tha since the 1 
charge "the Hoover stride has grown noticeably longr and more vigprous." 


Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, page 159. Research reques: see notes 15 and 16 in Gentry for more about Hoover's perceived masaulinity. 


1935 
The Bureau of Investigation is renamed the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover, p. 113. 


1935, June 10 

Photo Hoover and Tolson. Caption: 6/10/1935-Washington, D.C.- J. Edgar Hoover (wearing hat), head of the Depattment of Justice, is pict 
here attending the Frankie Klick-Tony Canzoneri fight. Hoover, pleased with the work of his "G Men" who broke the Weyerhauser kidnapiz 
two arrests, is pictured with Clyde A. Tolson (hat in lap), Assistant Director of the department. 


Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: BE052352. Dae Photographed: June 10, 1935. 


1935, November 19 
Photo Hoover and Tolson. Caption: "Cyde A. Tolson, assistant director, and John Edgar Hoover, director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice.” 


Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: VV7769. Dae Photographed: November 19, 1935 


1936 
Photo Hoover and Tolson. Cption: 1936-- Edgar Hoover (LEFT) and Clyde Tolson.” 


Note Identical hats and suits. Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: BE027364 


1936, April 28 

Photo including Hoover and Tolson. Caption: The little matter of dividing the reward of $25,000 in the Lindbergh kidnapping will probat 
referred to the New Jersey Court of Chancery. This was announced toda (April 28) by Attorney General David T. Wilentz, after a conferen 
New York City, Federal and New Jersey Police officials in the office of Police Commissioner Valentine, of New York. One point was ddinitel: 
settled by the conferees; i.e, that no member of the police depatments of New York, New Jersey, or of the Federal Department of Justice, v 
permitted to claim, or accept ary of the money. Those who attended the conference are pictured, left to right: H. Norman Schwartzkopf, of 
New Jersey State Police; Anthony M. Hauck, Jr., Hunterdon County, NJ prosecutor; Clyde Tolson, Director of Personnel of the Depattment 
Justice; David T. Wilentz, Attorney general of New Jersey; J. Edgar Hoover. 


Corbis Images. Stock Photo ID: U7704VINP 


1936, May 1: Alvin Karpis and "the ‘queer alk' about Hoover" 
When criminal Alvin Karpis was caught by FBI this "prtty much ended the ‘queer' talk" about Hbover, according to Louis Nichols. 


Paul Maccabee, Paul. John Dillinger Slept Here:.A Crooks Tour Of Crime And Corruption In St Bul 19201936 (Minnesota Historical 
Society Press, August 15, 1995), page 263, citing Louis Nichols as quoted by Cut Gentry. 


During Alvin Karpis's arres, according to Karpis's nephev Albert Grooms: 


Alvin told Hoover: "You're a big, brave S.O. B., you let those agents do all the work, and you tale all the credit. Wha makes me mad is 
that the number one queer in the FBI captured me." H. boiled and told those guys toeg Karpis up to St. Paul: Alvin had embarmssed 
Hoover in front of his own FBI crev! 


Paul Maccabee,John Dillinger Slept Here: A Crooks Tour Of Crime And Corruption In St Rul 19201936 (Minnesota Historical Societ 
Press, August 15, 1995), citing Cutt Gentry, OutHistory Research Reques: page?. Does Maccabee report the date of Albert Grooms 
testimony? 
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The FBI is said to have claimed that while Karpis was a fugitive he sent a léter to Hoover threatening to kill the direcor. Alvin Karpis's ney 
Albert Grooms, said: 


"The letter [Karpis sent Hoover ] said that Hoover was as queer as a three-dollar bill. Alvin and M [Barker] laughed and laughed ab: 


that letter. Alvin said, 'Just imagine how that queer blew his stack." Asked in 1994 to produce a copy of Karpis's léter, the FBI could 
not. 


Paul Maccabee,John Dillinger Slept Here: A Crooks Tour Of Crime And Corruption In St Rul 19201936 (Minnesota Historical Societ 
Press, August 15, 1995), citing Cutt Gentry. Research request: pages in Gentry? 


1936, May 8:"Mr. Hoover was in a gay mood" 
An Associated Press report, printed inThe New York Times(May 6, 1936, p. 8)is headed: "G-Men Get Two Kidnappers." The story included 
Hoover was in a gay mood as he greeted reporters waiting outside his ofice after his return from Cleveland this afternoon.” 


For historical documentation of the term "gay" used as code for "homosexual" see Noel Coward's song "Green Carndion" quoted in B. 
Day Noel Coward: Complete Lyric(1998), p. 114 column 3: "Ast is our inspiration, And as we are the reason for the ‘Ninties’ being ga 
We all wear a green carndion.” 


In the 1938 film script for "Bringing Up Baby" by D. Nichols and H. Wilde (fnal revision), page 35: "David..comes on...in negligee... 
Aunt: Why are you wearing these clothes?. David: Because I jus went gay, all of a sudden." OutHstory research reques: full citation 
to last source? Research reques: full, best citations to all sources? 


1936 June 21:"Hoover walks with a rather mincing step, almost feminine." 
A feature on Hoover in the Chicago Tribune reports that "Hoover walks with a sather mincing step, almost feminine.” 


Walter Trohan, "Chief of the G-Men — Record of His Career," Chicago Tribune, June 21, 1936. Cited by Nash, Citizen Hoover (1972), ¢ 
of Chapter 4, "The Gangbusters." Research reque&: full info in this book on Hoover's distrust of women and his early male friendshi 
Hoover mincing see above: 1933, Augus 19 


a em pe Sa ee, 


Like a conscientious corporate attorney, Hoover was at 
his mammoth desk by 8:45 A.M. One writer who had several 
interviews with him during the gangster era described him 
then as of “medium height, inclined to be chubby, and of 
dark complexion. His full lips forbid a stern mouth, but 
he has a piercing glance, which those who have left his 
service say is the result of practice before a mirror. 

“Hoover walks with a rather mincing step, almost 
feminine. This gait may be a relic of his valedictorian days, 
for at all times he appears to be making his way as though 
the caution of a teacher not to race to the rostrum was 
ringing in his ears.” 

But once he was seated at the massive desk, Hoover's 
gangbuster image took over. The phone wrapped with wire 
was one of the most effective props he employed. Apparent- 
ly, the wire allowed him to take a firmer grip, or it may have 
been an early device to prevent wiretapping. 

When observers were allowed to enter Hoover's office, 
and few were, the wire-wrapped phone would begin ringing 
almost on cue. “Hoover scoops it up like an infielder whips 
a grounder out of the dust and carries on conversations 
teasing to the person present, no matter how set he may be 
against eavesdropping,” one visitor remembered. 

With the mouthpiece of the phone close up and the 
receiver against his ear, Hoover, in authoritative, intimate 
tones, would go into his gangbuster act. 


1936, July 12 


Photo Hoover and ‘olson: Caption: FBI Officials Capture Alvin Karpis. (L-R) FBI oficials W.R. Galvin, EJ. Connelley, Director J. Edgar H 


Clyde Tolson and Dwight Buntley participated in the apprehension of renowned criminal Alvin Karpis in Sw Orleans. 


Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: 42-21707342. Date Photographed: July 12, 1936. 


1936, August 18 


Photo, Hoover and Tolson: Caption: J. Edgar Hoover, Chief G-Man (right) and his right-hand man, Gyde Tolson, snapped a ringside 
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they attended the Louis-Sharkey fight, at the Yankee Stadium in New York City, August 18. 


Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: U3600704CME. Note Tolson's left hand. 


1936, December 27 

A ten year old child, Charles Mattson, was kidnapped on this dg, held for ransom, and some das later brutally murdered. ‘The case got nat 
press attention, with mary references to the child as a "vicim of a degenerate," a term that included homosexuals among "sex" and "sexual 
perverts," "sexual degenerates," and "sexual psychopaths.” See next: 1937. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays: Exposing the FBI's "Sex Deviates" Progum (Lawrence: KS: University Press of Kansas, 
September 18, 2015), page 22. 


1937, January 3 
On January 3 the Associated Press distributed a story that FBI agents were on the loolout for a susped in the Mattson child murder case. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, p. 25. 


One immediate result of the murder of Charles Mattson was that the FBI's monitoring of homosaual activity began this year It continued, 
as we know, through 1977 This is indicated by FBI File 105-3407 (1937-1977) noted for containing informaion on the subjed of "sex offe1 
This file was destroyed after Hoover's death. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, pp. 32, 37; Athan Theoharis, From the Secret Files of J Edgar Hoover. Ivan R Dee, July 1, 
199], p. 4. 


On January 11, 1937 thedead, brutalized body of Charles Mattson was discovered. 
Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, p. 23. 

On January 12, 1937 President Franklin Delano Roosevelt commented on the "ghasly" murder of Charles Mattson. 
Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, p. 27. 

In September 1937 theWashington Timesreports the story of a man who admitted murdering two ten year old boys in Nw Hampshire. 
Douglas M. Charles,Hoover's War on Gays,p.28 


On September 26, 1937J Edgar Hoover publishes "War on the Sex Criminal." It appeared in theNew York Herald Tribune, September 26, ' 
and in the Los Angeles Times on the same dae. Hoover warns the public about "known pererts" and the "sex fiend." 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays,p. 28. Cited by Philip knkins inMoral Panic: Changing Concepts of the Child Mlester in 
Modern America(2004), page 252. Research request: copy of Hoover article. 


1937, March 3 
Photo, Hoover and Tolson. Caption: Photo shows some of the Ederal Agents who are in Miami, Florida, to sd up a new bureau of the depz 
as they recently relaxed in the sun, while enjoying a game of backgammon. éft to right are J Edgar Hoover, Chief of the Department; Clyd 
Tolson, Assistant Director of the FBI; and, tanding, Guy Hottel, Special Agent in Charge of the Washington Field Division. 

Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: U3841544CME 
1937, June 22 
Photo, Hoover and Tolson. Caption: J Edgar Hoover (right), chief G-man, with his assi¢ant, Clyde Tolson, as they attended the Louis-Brac 
heavyweight championship fght in Chicago, June 22. 

Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: U399498ACME. 
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1938 
J. Edgar Hoover publishes Persons in Hiding{Boston: Little, Brown & Co, 1938). See next: 1938, February 13 


ASIN: BOOOWZM30 CHECK CONTENT Research request: See contents pag: and especially chapter: "My Boy Is Different". Mater 
about sexuality and gender? Who, specifically, were the persons in hiding? 


On February 13, 1938 Robert Van Gelder reviews Hoover'sPersons in Hiding "J. Edgar Hoover Discusses Crime and Criminals.'New York 
February 13, 1938. 


1938, April 
Photo, Hoover and Tolson. Appoximate date: Photo: Caption: J Edgar Hoover is seen here with Cyde Tolson at the KFS version of Fellzap 
at the Winter Garden. 


Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: U875304 INP. 
1938, June 6 
Photo Hoover and ‘blson: Caption: 6/6/1938- FL: J Edgar Hoover and aide (later presumed to be his lover) Gyde Tolson, to direc the hu 
the kidnapper of 5 year old Ames B. Cash, Jr. 


Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: BE034390.[12] 


1938, December 15 

Photo Hoover and Tolson. Caption: 12/15/1938-Mami Beach, FL: L to r Guy Pbttell, special agent of FBI; J Edgar Hoover, Chief of the FI 
Clyde Tolson, Assistant to Hoover in pursuit in [of? ] sunshine. Corbis Images: Second version same photo shoot: Original caption: Mami, 
Florida: J. Edgar Hoover (center) combines business with pleasure on a recent trip to FIHe is shown with two of his Aides, Guy Hbttell, (J 
special agent of the Washington FBI. office, and Clyde Tolson (right), Hoover's assistant. 


Stock Photo ID: BEO027691. Dae Photographed: December 15, 1938 


1939 
Photo, Hoover and ‘olson: Caption: J Edgar Hoover and his assisant Clyde Tolson sitting in beach loung: chairs. 1939 (publicaion date). 


Publication:Los Angeles Daily News. Source: Los Angeles Times photogiaphic archive, UCLA Libary. Author: Uncredited photogmpt 
for Los Angeles Daily News. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File: Hoover_%26_Tolson jpg 


1939, February 10 
Persons in Hiding (film, 1939). Directed by Louis King. Writing credits: J Edgar Hoover (book "Persons in Hiding") William R. Lipman, 
(screenplay) and Horace McCoy (screenplay). 


Accessed September 2, 2015 from: IMDB. Research request: Anything about sex perverts in this film? 


1939, June 28 
Photo, Hoover and ‘Tolson: Caption: Gyde Tolson (left) of the Department of Justice, and chief G-Man, J. Edgar Hoover, as they attended t] 
Louis-Galento title fight at the Yankee Stadium, June 28. 


Corbis Images. Stock Photo ID: U5100404CME. 


UNDATED 
Photo Hoover and Tolson: Clyde A. Tolson, J. Edgar Hoover, and friends (1 to r) relax on the waer. [Hoover's hand over ‘blson's shoulder] 


Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: NA013085 


UNDATED 
Photo Hoover and ‘blson: John Edgar Hoover and Clyde Tolson. 
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Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: 42-217707351. Date Photographed: Unknown 


UNDATED 
Photo Hoover and ‘olson Stock Photo ID: NA013089 Photo: Caption: J Edgar Hoover relaxes with his friend @yde A. Tolson.[Fishing, sh 
off. | 

Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: NA013089 


UNDATED 
Photo Hoover and ‘blson. Caption: Gyde Tolson and J. Edgar Hoover isshown here arriving 4 the U.S. Supreme Coutt Building. 


Corbis Images, no date: Stock Photo ID: U953892INP 
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outhistory IT’S ABOUT TIME! ——————aeee 


wa 


FBI and Homosexuality Chronology 


This chronology under construction surveys the history of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation's surveillance of homosexuals and alle 
homosexuals. It includes references to what was considered gender and sexual deviance. It also includes surveillance of the activities of 
members of homoseual rights groups, and anti-homosaual persons and groups. 


OutHistory is asking the public to provide citaions to additional daa sources. Contad OutHistory@gmail.com 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 1930-1939 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 1950-1959 > 


FBI and Homosexuality: 1940-1949 


194.0's-1950's 
McCarthyism, according to some, was linled to closeted homosexuality in Washington at this time. 


See OutHistory feature on McCarthyism, Homophobia, and Homosexuality. 


1940, Summer 

FBI Special Agent Louis C. Beck compldes an investigation of the US Moscow Embassy in which he fnds that "at least one employee of thi 
Military Attache's office was blackmailed by the GPU [Soviet secret police ] and by Sovids with whom he had carried on homosaual activi! 
Beck also found that "Charge d'Affaires Alexander Kirk was commonly regarded as a homosgual.” 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays: Exposing the FBI's "Sex Deviates" Progam (Lawrence: KS: University Press of Kansas, 
September 18, 2015), pp. 52-53. See also: 1942, September 19. 


1941, January 3: Sumner Welles 

The U.S. Secret Service learned in January 1941 that railroad officials were considering legal ation against Under Secretary of State Sumne 
Welles for drunlenly propositioning a number of Rillman porters on two different train trips. The first was on September 18, 1940, and th 
second was ten days later. 


Athan Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover, Sex, and Crime: An Historical AntidotéChicago: Ivan R. Dee, 1991), pags 32-33. Douglas M. 
Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, p. 38. 


President Franklin Roosevelt asked Hoover to conduc a discreet investigation. Hoover did so, confirming that the incidents did ocair. Hoo 
pointed out that many people knew of these incidents and tha Welles’ behavior was the result of a "mental condition" and "there could nc 
assurance it would not be repeded in the future." Hoover suggested that someone travel with Welles to prevent his drinking, and to prevent 
"endeavor to make propositions for such immorl relations." Roosevelt accepted this suggestion. 


On June 23, 1942 FBI Assistant Director Louis Nichols reported learning that in 1941 Welles was alleged to have had "unnatural relations" 
"boy" in Brazil, and that Welles was "compromised" by an unnamed South American gvernment. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays,p. 41. 


On September 4, 1942, an FBI memo repoted that Welles was the friend and a former Harvard roommate of Harden de Valson Pratt, a Wc 
War I army veteran who had contadced U.S. Army investigators to tell them tha he "was a sexual pervert.” 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, p. 42. 
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By October 1942 Secretary of State Cordell Hull, who resented Welles, became concerned about rumors of Vélles's homosexual behavior. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, p. 42. 


In November 1942 a US. Treasury Department official told the FBI tha a jailed Philadelphia "acketeer" claimed to have heard about Well 
sexual propositions and, in an atempt to lighten his sentence, was threaening to publicly reveal them. 


The following year in April 1943, Senaor Ralph Brewster, Maine Republican, received informaion from sources intewiewed by FBI agent 
met with J. Edgar Hoover about the rumors about Sumner Wlles. Hoover told Brewster he should speak with Secréary of State Cordell Hi 


On August 15, 1943, Hull urged President Roosevelt to fire Welles. 


On September 26, 1943, the Resident announced the resignaion of Welles. 


Athan Theoharis,J. Edgar Hoover, Sex, and Crime pp. 32-33. Douglas M. Gharles,Hoover's War of Gays,p. 42-43; 48-51. Wikipedia, 
"Sumner Welles," accessed Augus 3, 2015 from https://en.wikipedia.orgAwiki/Sumner_Welles#Resignation 


February 1942-April 26, 1949: Angla Calomiris 
Angela Calomiris, an American photogapher, and a lesbian, served as an FBI informant within the Communi Party. 


See the OutHistory feature on Calomiris byLisa Davis. 


1942, March: Donald Downes 
By March 1942, Donald Downes, an agnt for William Donown's Office of Strategic Services. had come to Hoover's attention and the FBI | 


"reserved a special loahing for Downes" for spying for the British and for being a "sedeviate", as the FBI's mary surveillance reports on D 
described him. 


Douglas Waller, Wild Bill Donovan: The Spymaster Who Ceated the OSS and Modern American Espionag (Free Press, February 8, 
2011), page 124. Research request: Check March 1942 date. 


1942, April 24: Senator David I. Walsh Accused 

Douglas M. Charles reports: On this date Morris Ernst, an attorney, and a founder of the American Civil Libeties Union, informed Preside 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR) that the President's isolationist political opponent, David I. Walsh, Senator from Massachusetts, was abo 
implicated in a sexual scandal in Brooklyn, NY Walsh, a life-long bachelor was rumored to have only platonic relations with women, and t 
Filippino houseboy with whom he was close. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays,pp. 43-45, citing Laurence R. Murphy, "The House on Pacific Street: Homosexuality, 
Intrigue, and Politics during World War II," Journal of Homosexuality12, no. 1 (Fall 1985): 23. 


On April 27 FDR thanked Ernst for the information and urged to provide more. 


On April 30 Erng, with the help of the FBI, informed FDR tha Gustave Herman Beekman, the opentor of a "house of degiadation" on Pa 
Street, in Brooklyn, had been found guilt of sodomy, and had identified a picture of David I. Walsh, Massachusetts Senator, as a visitor to 
Beekman's "male brothel" frequented by soldiers and sailors. 


On May 1, 1942 theNew York Post, which had long fawored US. involvement in the European confict, published the first of a series of storie 
implicated the isolationist Senator Walsh in a sex and spy scandal a a Brooklyn male brothel visited by US. Navy personnel. The brothel w 
to have been infiltrated by Nazi spies. The Post published an affidavit signed by Beekman on April 30 sying that Senator Walsh had kissed 
sodomized two sailors. Other newspapers also published s¢ories on this scandal. 


On May 2 FBI agents, an assistant district attorney, and a naval intelligence officer, interviewed Beekman. Beekman claimed tha Senator V 
had visited his brothel about & times and had sexual relations with sailors. 


On May 4 J. Edgar Hoover informed FDR's secreary McIntyre that the FBI was only interested in the espiononag aspects of the Walsh 
investigation. On the same da a senior Justice Department official, Oscar Cax, asked Hoover for a complee report on Walsh, to share wit 
Senator Alben Barkley for possible disaission in the US Senate. 


On May 7 Beekman submitted another affidavit to a Brooklyn disrict attorney restating his former claims about Sendor Walsh. 


On May 16, in an interview with FBI agents, Beekman recanted his claims about Senior Walsh, saying he had mistaken Walsh for a client 
"Doc." FBI agents also interviewed eighteen others who had visited Beekman's brothel, all of whom denied thtSenator Walsh had visited: 
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place. ("Doc" was laer revealed by FBI agents to be Dr Harry Stone.) 


On May 20, in the Senate, the Senate Majority Leader Alben Barkley discussed the FBI investigation of Senator Walsh and claimed tha it | 
found Walsh innocent of visiting the brothel. The same day the New York Post published a new affidavit from Gustav Beekman recanting h: 
earlier recantation of the story that Senator Walsh had been a regular visitor to his brothel. 


May 21 the editor of theNew York Post published a letter to US Attonrey General Francis Biddle criticizing him for permiting the FBI to be 
"as though it were the counterpat of the secre political police of Communis Russia or Nazi Germany." He said the public had been denie 
evidence in the case of Sendor Walsh. The FBI then investigated The Post's investigation of the Walsh case, interviewing numbers of people 
Among these was George Boden, a Chicago lawyer, who claimed that the Post had "obtained a photogaph of Senator Walsh having unnatui 
relations with a page boy of the Senate in the Riggs Bath House in Washington." FBI agents found no evidence confirming Boden's claim. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays,pp. 46-48. 


1942, September 19: General Philip R. Faymonville Accused 
Douglas M. Charles reports that Major General George Strong, chief of US Army intelligence telephoned FBI intelignce liaison, Assistant 
Director Edward Tamm, about a "mess" among personnel athe US Embassy in Moscow. 


Meeting with Tamm two days later, Strong complained tha General Philip R. Rymonville, head of the US lend-lease progam in Moscow, | 
turned his office into "virtually a house of prositution." Faymonville himself was rumored to be "engaging in srually perverted practices a1 
consorting with sexual perverts." 


FBI Special Agent Louis C. Beck was assigned to the case an an undercover opaator. (For Beck's earlier work see: 1940, Summed Beck's 

investigation indicated that "all of the accusations in this case" appear to hve originated with General Joseph A. Michela, the military attac 
Moscow, who detested Faymonville. Michela had sent a repoxt to the Pentagon claiming that "General Faymonville is 'again' involved in sex 
abnormalities," and repoted "immoral conditions" in the US. Embassy in Moscow. Michela's "again" rdered to a rumor tha Faymonville 


between 1934 and 1939, regularly engagd in homosexual activity with a young Russian. 


By June 1943, Agent Beck submitted his reports on Faymonville. On July 6, 1943, Hoover forwarded Beck's repotts to Major General Geors 
Strong. Re the "momls charges" that Michela had directed at Faymonville, Beck found tha "no evidence has been uncovered which would 
the charges in this case." Beck said he had been "present amany frank conversations” with Faymonville's staff and others, "but 4 no time I 
heard any specific reference made to ary immoral conduct by General Faymonville." 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, pp. 53, 54, 61. For Charles' whole sedion on Faymonville see pp. 51-64. 


1943: Bridge Player Admonished in Ceveland, Ohio 

Athan Theoharis reproduces FBI doaments that show that in 1943 a woman remarled at her bridge party in Cleveland, Ohio, that she hac 
that J. Edgar Hoover was homosexual. Someone contaded the Cleveland FBI office about her remarks, and the Ceveland FBI contaced he 
chastised her for spreading such rumors. She agreed that the next meeting of her bridge club she would according to her FBI fle: "point 
each of those present tha her statement was not founded on fa¢ and that she was deeply sorry that she had made it and it should not hxe 
made at all.” 


Athan Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover, Sex, and Crime: An Historical AntidotéChicago: Ivan R. Dee, 1991), pages 35-36. The relevant FBI 
memo relating to this incident is reprinted in Athan Tieoharis,From the Secret Files of J Edgar Hoover. 


1943: 'Queer' Hoover? 

Jennifer Terry says: "FBI documents indicate that as early as 1943, agents under his [Hoover's | direction believed that Hoover was ‘queer' | 
that his relationship with FBI oficial Clyde Tolson was homosexual in nature. Hoover attempted to suppress these rumors and kpt his ow. 
private files on 'derogatory information’ that named the culprits of such gossip. 


Jennifer Terry,An American Obsession: Science, Mdicine, and Homosexuality in Modern Society University of Chicago Press, 1999), 
page 350. ISBN 0-226-79366-4. Research Request: See what her cites are. Theoharis is cited by Potter "Queer" (2006) pag: 368: "as 
early as 1943, Hoover began to use FBI agents systematically to repress those who gssiped in casual corersation about his alleged 
homosexuality.” 


1943: Hoover to Tolson: "thoughts and feeling" 
Hoover writes to Tolson: “Words are mere man-given symbols for thoughts and feelings, and theare grossly insufficient to express the tho 
in my mind and the feelings in ny heart that I have for you? He added: “I hope I will always have you beside me’ 
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Beverly Gage, "Internal Affairs. Were J. Edgar Hoover and Clyde Tolson lovers?" Slate, Nov. 10 2011 1:21 PM, accessed Augus 25, 201% 
fromhttp://www.slate.com/articles/arts/life_and_art/2011/11/clint_eastwood_s_j_edgar_were_j_edgar_hoover_and_clyde 
request: source of this quot@?? 


1943: WW II Dishonomble Discharges 

Claire Bond Potter says: "Thousands of soldiers, mary of them combat veterans, were drummed out of the militay by psychiatrists beginni 
1943. Their dishonorable discharges made many homosexuals unemployable and ineligible for the gvernment benefits tha expanded the 
class after World War II even while it emphasized their presence in socity.” 


Potter "Queer" (2006), pag: 368, citing Theoharis,J. Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime pages 103-8; Bérubé, #9-76; Margot Canaday, 
“Finding the Lesbian in the State” paper presented on June 3, 2005 at the Thirteenth Berkshire Conference on the Hstory of Women 
Scripps College; Terry, 296-314; Robert J. Corber Homosexuality in Cold Var America: Resistance and the Crisis of 
Masculinity(Durham, NC.: Duke University Press, 1997) and “Cold War Femme: Lesbian Visibility in Joseph L. Mankiewicz’ All 
About Eve,’ GLQ HJ, no. 1 (2005): +22. Research request: Documented examples of FBI role in militay discharges for homosexuality 


1943, December ¥7:"J. Edgar Hoover is a fairy" 

Athan Theoharis says: On this date an FBI agent reported to his superior tha D.C. businessman John Monroe had allegedly bragged that h 
"no fear of the FBI inasmuch as he 'was the only one who had positive proof tltaJ. Edgar Hoover is a fairy."" The FBI agent's report was no 
relayed to Hoover until January 18, 1944. 


Monroe was being itwestigated for having used his government connedions to secure dismissal of a suit by the Ofice of Price Administrati: 
against a Brooklyn baking compayy. 


On January 18, 1944, Hoover protested to the special agent in charge of the FBI's New York Field office about this "gross" mishandling of t 
rumor and demanded to know "wly this matter was not repoited from Dec 17 to Jan 18." Hoover simultaneously ordered his senior aides 1 
"vigorous action" to address this failure "to promtly repot" the homosexual allegation to Hoover. The Director also asked that Monroe be r 
"put up or shut up” concerning the allegaion about Hoover. FBI Assistant Director Louis Nichols was sent to confront Monroe and "dress 
and threaten him with "crim[inal] slander unless can [he can] prove" the alla) allegations. 


Monroe signed a statement denying to Nichols tha he had made the aspersion about Hover, claiming that he himself was the vidim of ch 
assassination. 


Monroe was at that time involved in a libel suit with the columnisdenial and he remained a subjdcof FBI investigations. Monroe was indi 
1945 and convicted in 1946 for violaing price ceilings s¢ by the Office of Price Administration. 


Athan Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime,pages 34-36. Potter also cites Kessler The Bureau, 98-99. Research request: See 
what's in Kessler Check Pearson's and Jack Anderson's FBI fles. 


1944, June: Obscene File 

This month an Office of Strategic Services (OSS) employee named Bwell contacted the FBI's waitime security divison to obtain permissio 
OSS agent to "select copies of obscene material” from FBI files. The material was to be used to countenct a Japanese program which sent c 
obscene photos of American girls in an fort to show the lax momls of Americans. The OSS planned to disseminde similar photos of pat 
girls. He was advised that the FBI had "a colledion of 25 to 30 photsguphs of this nature" in its Obscene File. Hoover allowed an OSS ager 
"obtain copies”. 


Theorharis,J. Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime,pages 48-49. See also: 1951, May. 


1944, June 27: Prominent New Yorker calls Hoover "queer" 
Historians Athan Theoharis and John Stuart Cox say that an FBI agent wrote that during the course of an FBI intewiew a prominent New 
reported having heard “a rumor to the ¢fect that Mr. Hoover was a queer.” 


The agents present vigorously defended Hoover's character and, according to their account, claimed to hue convinced this New Yorker tha 
rumors concerning Mr. Hoover's morals was [sic] undoubtedly baseless? 


Their report was immediately delivered to Hoover, who exploded on reading it: “I never heard of this obvious degnerate. Only one with a 
depraved mind could hae such thoughts? 


Athan Theoharis and John Stuart Cox, The Boss: J. Edgar Hooverand the Great American Inquisition1988),p. 208 note 4 on page 4¢ 
which provides the following sources: Mmo, FBI agent to [E. E.] Conroy 27 June 1944, and Fersonal and Confidential Memo, [FBI 
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agent E. E-JNK] Conroy to Hoover, July 5, 1944, both in name deleed folder, Folder no. 75, Hoover O&C [Official and Confidential 
File-JNK]. Research reques: any indication of who the prominent New Yorker was? 


1945, September 2 
"the postwar rumors [about J Edgar Hoover's homosexuality] were probably generated by one of Hoover's political enemies in the CIA”. 


Potter, "Queer" (2006), page 372, citing Kessler The Bureau, 108-11, 43. 


1946: Detroit businessman thredened 
Athan Theoharis provides FBI fles about a Déroit businessman who, during a trip to Nw York City, made remarks to his hos suggesting 
Edgar Hoover was homosexual. 


An agent from the FBI's Ddroit office, reporting on his interview with the businessman, said he had warned the man thtif he ever again c 
Hoover a homosexual he "might tale care of him right there on the spot." he Detroit agent predicted that the man "will not repea such a 
statement in the future.” The agent described the man has "scared to deah" that the FBI was "gping to investigate him”. 


Athan Theoharis, From the Secret Files of J Edgar Hoover, p ? Research request: what pages? The case is also disaissed in Theoharis, 
Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime,pages 35, 36. 


1948 
Kinsey report on the sexuality of human males. 


Research request: FBI investigation of Kinsey and his associates? Content and results? 


1948-1971 
FBI Surveillance of Mattachine Society, 1948-1971 


1948, January: Anthony Leviero/Lawrence Spivak 

Hoover receives a rumor tha Anthony Leviero, a New York Times reporter, has been commissioned by the publisher offhe American 
Mercury publisher, Lawrence Spivak, to write "a highly critical 'smear' aticle in the nature of a profile" which would charg: Hoover "with 
perversion.” 


The article would also allegedly contend tha Hoover claimed "personal credit" for the accomplishments of local police, othergyernment 
departments," and other FBI assocides, and had taken sides in politically-relevant investigations. 


To respond to this alleged threat Hoover and his associaes mounted a multi-prongd attack. Tolson accosted Spivak in a restaurant and as] 
how the "smear article" was developing. Louis Nichols contaced a former business pattner of Spivak's, asking him to persuade Spiuk to ki 
article. Nichols also me with Spivak and Leviero, who denied the piece on Hover was a "smear". 


Theoharis,J. Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime,pages 27-39; Theoharis, The Boss, pp. 210-211. Research request: Did Leviero ever write, 
did Spivak and/or American Mercury every publish an article on the FBI or Hoover? 


1948, May: Charles W. Thayer investigated 
Douglas M. Charles reports: Charles W. Thayer, head of the Voice of America (VOA) in New York, this month publicly criticized the FBI fc 
completing timely background checks on potential WA employees. 


On January 26, 1949, FBI Assistant Director Alex Rosen repoited to Associate Director CLyde Tolson the results of a Sende inquiry. This 
concluded that time-consuming FBI background checks had creted understaffing in the Voice of America. 


Rosen reported that VOA employees, as a group, were unit for employment for "moul reasons," among others. ‘hayer was singled out for 
fathered an illegitimate child. 


Tolson and Hoover ordered an FBI inquiy to stop this criticism of the FBI if it was incorret. 


John Peurifoy, the State Department's assistant secretary for administration, assigned Donald Nicholson, chié of the State Department Sec 
Division, to investigate Thayer. Nicholson reported that, if FBI agents could find an "derogatory information" about Thayer, they could "op 
loyalty case" against’ Thayer. Hoover then ordered a full irvestigation of Thayer. 


On April 8, 1949, Guy Hbttel, the FBI liaison with the State Deparmtment, received from hn Finlator, a State Department Security Divis: 
officer, an earlier report on Thayer dated July 22, 1948, that was not in official State Department files. This State Department report claime 
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Thayer was homosexual, and listed several of his allegedly homosexual associates, including Carmel Ofie, Ambassador Alexander Kirk, Co. 
Ira W. Porter, Nicholas Nabokoff, and Jacques Brosse, and others. 


Hoover also learned tha Thayer's brother-in-law, State Department lawyer Charles Bohlen, had helped to quash the iwestigation of Thaye 
Hoover decided tha Thayer "should have no place in govt.” 


In April 1949, FBI agent Hottel wrote a 25-pag report detailing the allegations against Thayer. The report was to be distributed only withi 
FBI because it contained informaion from the State Department report the FBI was not supposed to possess. 


An FBI memo of April 22, 1949 repoted that Thayer had resigned from the Wice of American and was planning to move into diplomtic v 


Four years later, on January 29, 1953, Roy Cohn, chid legal counsel to Senaor Joseph McCarthy's Permanent Subcommitee on hvestigatic 
asked FBI Assistant Director Louis Nichols for checks on a lis of Voice of America present and former employees, including Wayer. 


On March 4, 1953, Hoover sent White House Chief of Staff Sherman Adams a 38-pag: summer on Thayer which, near its end, déailed sto1 
Thayer's sex life and homosexual associates. One of these was Stae Department employee Colonel ra W. Porter, who a State Department 
informer called a "notorious homosaual.” Thayer and Porter were said to be "vey good friends," and Porter was described as "a vey large : 
masculine man, who had a grea record in World War II as a full colonel, and tha it is almost impossible for anyoen to surpmise Porter is a 
homosexual.” 


On March 4, 1953, Hoover forwared to Whitie Houose Chief of Staff Sherman Adams a 38-pag memo on Thayer. Hoover also sent this m« 
Undersecretary of State Walter Bedell Smith amd his assisant in charge of personnel. Allegaions of homosexuality appeared at the end of 
report. One of Thayer's associates, Colonal Ira W. Porter, was called by an informant a "notorious homosgual." The informant said tha Po! 
had said that Thayer is "queer as a $3 bill," despite his being married. He informant added tha Thayer was a "high-class homosaual and 
known only among high- class homosauals." Thayer's friendship with allegd homosexuals Carmel Offie, Major Randkin Robert, Mike Pet 
Nicholas Nabokoff, and Jacques Brosse were also mentioned. hayer had described Fetrovich as "gay" which the informant explained "is a 
homosexual term meaning an ative or participating homosexuals.” 


On March 6, 1953, Undersecretary of State Donald Laurie asked for Thayer's resignation. 


On March 9, 1953, Deputy Attorney General William Rogers authorized the FBI's dissemindaion of its report on Thayer to Senator McCart] 
it was sent to him on March 11, 1953. 


On March 23, 1953 Thayer resigned from the US. Foreign Service, and his resignaion was publicized on May 26, 1953. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, pp. 75-79; 122-123; 127-130. 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 1930-1939 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 1950-1959 > 
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outhistory IT’S ABOUT TIME! —_————————— 


wa 


FBI and Homosexuality Chronology 


This chronology under construction surveys the history of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation's surveillance of homosexuals and alle 
homosexuals. It includes references to what was considered gender and sexual deviance. It also includes surveillance of the activities of 
members of homosexual rights groups, and anti-homosaual persons and groups. 


OutHistory is asking the public to provide citaions to additional daa sources. Contad OutHistory@gmail.com 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 1940-1949 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 1960-1969 — 


FBI and Homosexuality: 1950-1959 


1950s: Allegations of a Photo 

According to the controversial, sensaionalist writer Anthony Summers, John Weitz, a former official in the US. Office of Strategic Services 
at a dinner party hosted by the former head of the CIA's counterintellignce division, James Angelton, had been shown a photo of Hhover a 
Tolson having sex. 


Theoharis strongly contests Summers’ research inJ. Edgar Hoover, Sex, page 46.See also 1967 Gordon Novel. 


1950s: FBI Surveillance of Homosexuals 
During the 1950s the FBI engagd in widespread surveillance of the gay world. Not only did it collec from local vice squads the names of 1 
arrested on homosexual morals charges; it also placed a wach on gay bars and infiltrated the Mattachine Society and the Daughters of Bili 


DEmilio, Sexual Politics, Sexual Communities p. 124. Research reques: full citation? 


1950, February 3 

Photo, Hoover and ‘Tolson, etc. Caption: FBI Diredor J. Edgar Hoover (right) was reposted to have told Senators today that Dr. Fuchs has 
confessed to giving Russia vital informaion on assembly of the domic bomb and some dda on the supersecreé hydrogen weapon. He is shc 
talking to reporters after a 3-hour session with a Sende Appropriations Subcommittee. In the center is Gyde Tolson, Associate Director of 
FBI. 


Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: U9288854CME 


1950, March 5: Carmel Offie Investigated 

Douglas M. Charles reports: on this date, during the FBI's imestigation of Charles Thayer (see 1948, May), officials learned that an acqaint 
Thayer's, Carmel Offie, employed by the Centul Inteligenc Agency's covert operations division, could "furnish futher deogatory informatic 
concerning Thayer.” 


Offie, the FBI learned, had been arresed in 1943, in Washington, DC, for cruising men in Iafayette Park. J. Edgar Hoover ordered an 
investigation of Offie, and learned tha Offie had not reported his arrest when applying for work with the CIA 


On April 25, 1950, Senador Joseph McCarthy, on the floor of the Senate, referred to a man employed by the CIA who had been arreed for 
"hanging around the men's room in Jafayeette Park," and asked why the CIA did not fire him. On the same da, Senator Kenneth Wherry 
announced that the man McCarthy had referred to had been fred. 


After Offie's dismissal from the CIA he was ofered employment by hy Lovestone, head of the American Kderation of Labor (AFL). 


On July 10, 1950 FBI officials authorised "discreé" physical surveillance of Offie. 
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On July 17 FBI agents began their suweillance of Offie and observed him entering Mickey's Grille, which they described as a "hangput for 
perverts." They also saw him visiting David's Bar, another gay business. 


On July 27, 1950, FBI officials authoried an illegal break-in of Ofie's Washingotn, DC, home. 


In December 1950 FBI agents were investigating Lovestone and Offie for suspected espionage. The Bureau had been informed tha Offie "r 
have obtained considemble funds" from illegal mong transactions in Europe." Nothing, apparently came of this investigation. 


In 1951 FBI officials planned to leak "informdion of a derogatory nature" to an unknown recipient tha would enable "the elmindion of Of 
from his present employment in the AF of L’ For unknown reasons, the FBI did not g ahead with this plan. 


On December 11, 1951, the FBI lealed information to unknown receipients about Ofie's 1943 arrest via the Bureau's Sx Deviate Program. 


Late in 1952 an arny intelligence officer, Colonel Willis Perry claimed that Offie had, on October 3, 1952, taken possession of a classifed 
document concerning proarement program. In an interview with FBI agents Offie claimed he was given the classifed document and deni 
knowing that it was classified. FBI agents later learned that Offie was entitied to receive classifed information concerning the proairement 
program. 


On January 3, 1953, after learning tahat Offie was seeking a Federal job, the FBI disseminded to the Civil Service Commission and anothe 
unknown recipient ddails about Offies 1943 arrest. 


On January 4, 1953 Hoover reported to other FBI officials that Offie's offer of a job had been rescinded afer a congressional commitee rev: 
to the White House information about his 1943 arrest. Hoover wrote: "It seems to be an inherent pat of a pervert;s makeup to be also a 
pathological liar" 


On Jaunuary 5, 1953, Hoover disseminated derogatory information about Offie and others to Walter Bedell Smith, Undersecretary of State, 
Robert Cutler, President Eisenhower's adminisative assistant. Hoover told Cutler there was "no quesion about Offie" and mentioned Ofie 
arrest in 1943. 


On Febuary 11, 1953, Hoover distributed a document listing the "pervert allegations” against Office, including his 1943 arres, his dismissal 
the CIA, and his associates. The recipients of Hoover's document were Herbert Brownell Smith, US. Attonrey General, Cutler, and Sherma 
Adams, White House Chief of Staff. 


On February 27, 1953, Hoover sent another memo allegd that on October 15, 1949, while being intewiewed in his CIA office, Offie had ma 
"improper advances" toward an oficial. 


In March 1953, FBI officials tried to uncover déails about Offie's sponsorship of a person through the Displaced Prsons Acts. Late in Marc 
early APril Hoover ordered agents to interview a woman about Pfie's "homosexual activities.” 


On March 16, 1953, Hoover included informaion Offie had offered agents when he was intewiewed about Charles Bohlen, who was being 
investigated for a position as US. ambassador to the Sovié Union. (See: 1953, February 27: Charles Bohlen) The report also contained dei 
information about Offie, described as single and "not dfeminate." Offie had once told an FBI informey"an admitted homosexual," that "I'd 
sleep with you.” The homosexual informer said "Ofie is as queer asa a $3 bill" and is "known among the Wshington higher homosexuals a 
of us." A second admited homosexual informer said Ofie "has a reputation of being homosexual.” A third homosexual informer said "Ofie 
certainly a homosexual.” Offie's 1943 arrest record was detailed. 


In May 1953 FBI officials tried to access Stae Department files on Offie, and a State Department official gave the FBI a summayy of those f 
The FBI continued its intensive irvestigation of Offie. 


In the winter of 1954 Ofie telephoned the FBI for help in responding to burglaries ahis home on a farm in ruul Virginia. J Edgar Hoover 
agents not to help "this chamcter" because he "is a d¢inker.” 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays: Exposing the FBI's "Sex Deviates” Progam (Lexington: KY: University of Kentucky Press, 
September 18, 2015), pages 98-102, 119-122, 132, 45-147. See also: Wikipedia: Carmel Ofie, accessed September 7 2015 
from https: //en:wikipedia.orgAwiki/Carmel_Offie 


1950, April 2: Roy Blick to FBI 
On "a confidential basis," the FBI received from Lieutenant Roy Blick, Hief of the Morals Division of the Washington DC Police, a list of pe 
allegedly employed by the US Government and allegedly arrested on morals charges. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, p. 89 


1950, April 10: FBI to US Government Agencies 
A list of 393 alleged federal employees, allegedly arrested in Washington, DC, since 1947, "on charges of sexual irregularities," is forwarded 
Edgar Hoover to The White House, the US. Civil Service Commission, and the wrious branches of the armed sewices. Hoover obtained th 
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from Lieutenant Roy Block, chié of the DC Morals Division. Charles discusses this April 1950 lis dissemination as the start of the the FBI’ 
Deviates Program (see1951, June 20). 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, p. 83. For details about Blick see Charles. See also Jonathan Ned Katz, Gay American 
History, pp. 93, 97-99. 


1950, April 12 
On this date the US Civil Service Commission receives from J Edgar Hoover lists of alleged federal employees arrested "for alleged sex offe1 
investigated for alleged sex offenses. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, p. 84. 


1950, April 4 
A first report using FBI fingerprint files, identified 363 alleged federal employees who had been arreged for sex offenses between 1947 and 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, p. 83. 


1950, April 17 
On this date, and on April 28 and My 4, the US Civil Service Commission receives from J Edgar Hoover lists of alleged federal employees 
arrested "for alleged sex offenses" or investigated for alleged sex offenses. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, pp. 84-85. 


1950, May: Wherry Committee Hearings 

Hearings in the US. Senate, headed by Senator Kenneth Wherry (Nebraska, Republican) on "moul perverts" employed by the US. Govern 
It was based on a Sende subcommittee composed of Whery and Senator J. Lester Hill (Alabama, Democmut). Wherry issued a report 
recommending tha a larger Senate committee investigate the issue of "moml perverts" and national security. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, pp. 84-85. 


1950, July-September: Hoey Committee Hearings 

A committee headed by Senaor Clyde Hoey (North Carolina, Democmt) investigates "moral perverts" employed by the US Government. TI 
investigation isled by former FBI agent Francis "Frip" Flanagan. In closed sessions te¢imony is taken from Assistant to the Director of the 
Milton Ladd. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, pp. 86-87, 91-93. 


CIA director Roscoe Hillenkoetter, testifying to the Hoey Committee, is said to have delivered fabricaed testimony on the invidious role of 
homosexual spy in history. 


Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones The FBI: A History.2007), page 159.Research reques: full citation; copy of fabricaed testimony? 


1950, July 18 

Former FBI agent Francis "Frip" Flanagan, Chief Counsel of the US Senate Hoey Committee, contacts FBI Assistant to the Director D. Milt 
Ladd, to discuss the handling of fngerprints and criminal records of "peverts in the Government." On July 20 Flanagan meds with Ladd : 
FBI assistant director Stanley J. Tracy 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, pp. 86-87, 88-89. 


1950, December 15 
Senator Clyde Hoey issued a repoit on his Senate committee's investigation of "moral perverts" employed by the US Government. The repo 
written by former FBI agent Francis Flanagan. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays, pp. 86-87. See also: "Employment of Hbmosexuals and Other Se Perverts in Government 
81 Congress, 2d Session, Gvernment Printing Office, 1950; accessed September 20, 205 
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from: http://www.mwe.com/info/mattachineamicus/documentl4.pdf 


1951: D.C. Beauty Parlor Operator Calls Hoover "Queer" 
Athan Theoharis writes tha, in 1951, a Washington D.C. beauty parlor operator was interviewed twice by two senior FBI officials at her pla 
business because someone had repoted to the FBI tha she had told a aistomer that J. Edgar Hoover was "queer". 


Interviewed by the FBI officials, she denied having made such remarks about Hbover, and was "advised [as an FBI fle reports] in no unde! 
terms that such statements ... would not be coountenanced.” 


Reporting back to Hoover on this inte1view, FBI Assistant Director F.C. Holloman contended tha his woman "fully realizes the seriousnes 
accusations, and it is not believed that she will ever be guilty of such statements." 


Athan Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover, Sex, and Crime(Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 1995), pages 35, 36. The relevant FBI memos relating to thi: 
incident are reprinted in Athan ‘heoharis, From the Secret Files of J Edgar Hoover. 


1951, February: Hoover and Psychiatrist? 
Gossip columnist Jack Anderson writes tha J. Edgar Hoover had consulted a psyhiatrist, Dr. Ruffin. This was Dr Marshal D. Ruffin. Hoo 
thought of suing Anderson. 


Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover, Sex, and Crime,page 43. 


1951, May: Joseph Bryan II and Rumors of Hoover's Homosexuality 
This month Joseph Bryan II, then an agent with the CIA's psychological warfare division, for some reason received CIA and FBI authoriz 
review the FBI's Obscene File. 


On the eve of the 1952 presidential ele¢ion, Bryan hosted a dinner paity in his home at which he was reported to have remarked to his gue 
about Hoover's perverse interest in pornography. 


Bryan then reportedly stated that Hoover "had a crush on a friend of theirs and had made adances to him several times, when it was foun 
that no progress could be made [Hoover] had turned him in." 


Hoover heard of Bryan's alleged allegations and asked for a briefing on him, others a the party, the friend Bryan had mentioned, and the v 
matter. The FBI investigated but could establish no hard fads about what had been said, and the irvestigation was closed. 


In 1955, Hoover heard that Bryan had repeated allegations about Hoover's homosexuality to an individual who had repoted it to the vice 
chairman of the Senae Internal Security Subcommittee, William Jenner. 


FBI Assistant Director Louis Nicholas asked Hoover's approval to go with FBI supeivisor Cartha DeLoach to interview Bryan, and they did 
Bryan denied any malicious intent and wrongloing, and wrote to Hoover to apologize. 


The FBI then briefed the lawyer for the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee about Bryan, with the undersanding that the lawyer woulc 
Senator Jenner. The FBI also informed the CIA about this 1955 incident. 


Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover, Sex, and Crime,pages 49-52. 


1951, June 20: Sex Deviates Program 

On June 20, 1951, reports Douglas M. Charles, J. Edgar Hoover, greatly expanded the Sex Deviates Program begun in April 1950 (see). Hei 
memo establishing a "uniform poliy for the handling of the increasing number of repots and allegations concerning present and pas emy 
of the United State Government who assettedly [sic] are sex deviates.” 


The new program, says Charles, "vastly expanded bureau eforts to disseminate information about gays in govenrment to ensure their sepa 
from federal employment.” I was expanded further to include people in non-gvernment jobs. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War, pages 102-103. 


Athan Theoharis says that FBI efforts extended to disseminaing information about homosexuals. "In 1951 he [ Hoover ] had unilaterally ins 
a Sex Deviates program to purge alleged homosexuals from any position in the fedeal government, from the lowlies clerk to the more pov 
position of White house aide." 


Athan G. Theoharis, The FBI: A Comprehensive Reference Guide(1999), page 30. Accessed April 12, 20.2 
fromhttp://books.google.com/books?Athan Theoharis,J. Edgar Hoover, Sex, and Crime(Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 1995), page 23. 
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identify gays and lesbians working in gvernment. This function was expanded in 1953 affer a presidential order by Dwight Eisenhov 
made federal employment of homoseuals illegal". See: Potter "Queer" (2006), page 368. 


Research request: Was the Sex Deviates program initiated by "several federal agencies" or by Hoover "unilaterally", as Theoharis says 


1952: Adlai Stevenson: "One of 'the Tvo Best Known Homosexuals in the State" 

According to David Oshinsky: "In 1952, ... a memo [in the FBI's fles] noted that Gov. Adlai Stevenson of Illinois, the Democutic Presider 
nominee, was one of "the tvo best known homosexuals in the state." It hardly mattered to Hoover that the informant was a college basketb: 
player under indidment for fixing a game or tha his evidence was based only on rumor What did matter was that Stevenson had spoken o 
against loyalty oaths, criticized Joe McCarthy, and vetoed a bill that would outlaw the Communis Party in Illinois." Oshinsly adds: "The Ci 
Records Division of the FBI lealed the homosexual charge to selected members of the press. Rumors flew wildly across the Presidential 
campaign." 


David M. Oshinslky, "The Senior G-Man", New York Times, September 15, 1991. 


On October 27, 1952, while Senator Joseph McCarthy was preparing for a naional broadcast from Chicago on this date, the Senatory let it 
known that he intended to attack Adlai Stevenson's presidential campaign as being full of “pinks, punks, and pansiés. 


Democrats White House aides let it be known that if McCarthy attacked Stevenson on the basis of sxual orientation they would leak Gene 
Marshall's 1945 letter to Eisenhower harshly critical of Eisenhower plans to divorce his wife Mamie and marty Kay Summersby. McCarthy 
backed down, and his broadcas was relatively innocuous. 


Jean Edward Smith,Eisenhower: In War and Peace, page 546. Research reques: full citation? 


1952 
J. Edgar Hoover (Writer, Hollywood film, Walk East on Beacon! Based on Hoover's article "The Crime of the Century." 


IMDB.com. Accessed December 11, 202 fromhttp://www.imdb.com/title/tt0045309/?ref_=fn_al_nm_la 


1952, October 25: Senator Joseph McCarthy Publicly Accused of Homosexuality 
For some time opponents of M:Carthy had been accumulating evidence concerning his homos«ual activities. Several members of his saff, 
including Roy Cohnand David Schine, were also suspet¢ed of having a sexual relationship. 


Although well-known by political journalists, the first article about it did not appear until Hink Greenspun published an aticle in theLas | 
Sunin 25th October, 1952. 


Greenspun wrote tha: "It is common talk among homos«uals in Milwaukee who rendezvous in the White Pbrse Inn that Senator Joe Mc( 
has often engaged in homosexual activities." 


McCarthy considered a libel suit againt Greenspun but decided agains it when he was told by his lavyers that if the case went ahead he w 
have to take the witness stand and answer quesions about his sexuality. In an attempt to stop the rumours ciralating, McCarthy married I 
secretary, Jeannie Kerr Later the couple adopted a fve-week old girl from the New York Foundling Home. 


Paragraphing added. Accessed Dec. 10, 202, from:http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAmccarthy.htm 
Another version: "Ih 1952, using rumors collected by [columnis Drew] Pearson, Nevada publisher Hank Greenspun wrote tha McCarthy 
homosexual. The major journalistic media refused to print the sory, and no notable McCarthy biographer has accepted the rumor as prob 
The allegation is specifically rejected in Richard H. Rovere. 

Richard H. Rovere Senator Joe McCarthy (University of California Press, 1959), page 68. ISBN 0-520-20472-7. 


In 1953 Joseph McCarthy married Jean Kerr, a researcher in his ofice. He and his wife adopted a baby girl, whom thg named Tierney Eliz: 
McCarthy. Research reques: Full citation? 
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1952, December:Arthur H. Vandenberg Jr.: "probably a suicide" 
Dudly Clendinen writes: 


Just before Christmas in 1952, J Edgar Hoover, the director of the FBI, la¢ President Dwight D Eisenhower know tha the man Eisen 
had appointed as secrdary to the president, his friend and chié of staff, my godfather, Arthur H. Vandenberg Jr., was a homosexual. 


Clendinin writes tha, late in 1956,Confidential, "a smut and scandal tabloid probably fed by the FBI, published a luridxposé" about Arth 
Vandenberg, Jr. After this, President Eisenhower ait his contacts with Vandenberg, who also resigned from his universit job. On January ] 
1968, Vandenberg died a the age of 60, probably a suicide. 


DudlyClendinen, Dudly "J. Edgar Hoover, ‘Sex Deviates’ and My Godfather". New York Times, November 25, 20011 


1953: Exeautive Order 10450 

The FBI's Sex Deviates program "was expanded in 1953 afer a presidential order by Dwight Eisenhower made fedeal employment of 
homosexuals illegal."[16 ] Eisenhower issued Exeutive Order 10450, which mandded the firing of any federal employees guilty of “sexual 
perversion? 


Clendinen, Dudly "J. Edgar Hoover, ‘Sex Deviates’ and My Godfather".New York Times, November 25, 20011. 


1953-1970s 
FBI: Files on Surveillance of Homosexual Groups. 


Catalogued and in the archive of the Nitional Museum of LGBT History at the LGBT Center, New York City. 


1953, February 4: Don Reynolds 
On this date Air Force Mayor Don Reynolds is mentioned on a lis of presumed homosexuals distributed by the FBI. 


On July 5, 1953 journalist Drew Pearson quotes a statement by Major Don Reynolds at a Senate hearing on immigunts. Reynolds reported 
that US government bureaucmts who processed immigunts' applications for admittance to the US were "loaded with Communiss, sex dev 
and Jews." Reynolds listed the names of the bureaucats. 


On July 8, 1953, in response to the hearing repoted by Pearson, the FBI forwarded information from its Sex Deviates Program to the US C 
Service Commission. 


Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War, pages 121, 146. 


1953, February 27: Charles E. Bohlen 
President Dwight Eisenhower nominded Charles Bohlen as United States ambassador to the Sovid Union. Conservative Republicans opp: 
Bohlen. 


Asked by Secretary of State ALlen Dulles fomn investigation of Bohlen, Hoover on March 16, 1953 issued a twenty-one page report. It conti 
an interview and detailed information on a Bohlen's associde allegedly homosexual associate Carmel Offie. (See xxxxxxxx) 


On March 17, 1953, Hoover met with Secretary of State John Foster Dulless and CIA Direcor Allen Dulles and recommended agains Bohl: 
appointment. Hoover said there "was no dire¢ evidence" of Bohlen's homos«uality, but "it was a fac that several of his closest friends and 
intimate associates were known homos«uals."” 
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On March 18, 1993, Senaor Joseph McCarthy phoned Hoover to ask wha the FBI director knew about Bohlen. McCarthy asked asked Hox 
Bohlen was a homosexual. Hoover said he didn't know but that Bohlen "is associaing with individuals of tha type." 


The FBI's information about Bohlen came from intewiews with three of Bohlen's Stée Department associates. 


One woman, for example, told the FBI tha Bohlen's "manner of speech indicaed effeminacy and she is of definite belief he has strong 
homosexual tendencies." She said tha Bohlen "walks, acs and talks like a homosexual." She based her assessment on "consideable readin: 
abnormal psychology”. She said that she "has met many homosexuals and claims she is able . . . to discern homosgual tendencies in indivi 


A second FBI source, a Stae Department security officer, said that the State Department's index cards on "suspeded homosexuals" include 
saying "that Bohlen was associaing with sexual perverts." 


A third source said "an admited homosexual gave Bohlen as a rderence in a Government application." 
Theoharis,J. Edgar Hoover, Sex, and Crime,pages 24-29. 


1953, November 17 

Photo, Hoover and Tolson. Caption: FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover is shown as he told a Sende Internal Security Subcommittee today that he» 
notified in February 1947, that Harry Dexter White was being rained in an important international post, so he could be lept under survei 
He said that his source of informdion was Tom C. Clark, then Attorney General. 


Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: U772154INP 


1954, May 22 
Photo, Hoover and ‘Tolson: Original caption: FBI Diretor J. Edgar Hoover (right) and his assisant Clyde Tolson, at Pilmico Race Track, M 
running of preakness. 


Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: U1087939. Date Photographed: May 22, 1954. 


1954, June 19:Senator Lester Hunt's Suicide 

On this date Senator Lester Hunt, a Democratic Senator from Wyoming, committed suicide. It was later revealed that his 24-year-old son ] 
been arrested on June 9, 1953 by the Washington DC police forsoliciting sex from a male undercover police oficer in Lafayette Swuare. 
Republican Senators threatened to make this arrest known to Senator Hunt's constituents if he ran for another term. This incident inspire: 
novel and motion picureAdvise and Consentin which the blackmailer of the Senaor with a homosexual incident in his pag is a left-leanin 
member of the Sende - ignoring the fad that the actual blackmailers belongd to the Republican Party. 


Re FBI files on the Hunts, Roger McDaniel, author of Dying for Joe McCarthy's Sins: The Suicide of Whyoming Senator Lester hint, 
says that "A Freedom of Information request seeking FBI records regarding Senaor Hunt and his son resulted in disappointment. 1 
would hardly be a surprise the J Edgar Hoover would have had such files, given the directors penchant for collecing that kind of 
information. However, the agency lawyers said the records might hve once existed but do not now 'Records which my be response t 
your FOIPA request were destroyed betweeen August 1, 1993, and May 16, 2008." Rodger McDaniel, Dying for Joe McCarthy's Sins: 
The Suicide of Whyoming Senator Lester Fint(Cody, Wyoming: Wordsworth, 2013), p. xix.Research request: other reliable sources | 
FBI involvement? 


1954, October 22:George Washington University; New York University 

"The FBI did not restrict its interest in sexual behavior to government employees. On the aplicit instructions of Hoover, it ‘confidentially n 
available to George Washington University information concerning sex deviates or Communiss employed as teachers there.' f did the sam 
New York University where it ‘confidentially adivsed a conta¢ at the University as to sex deviate practices of an instructor.’ 


"Memorandum, [name deleed], to Mr. Rosen, October 22, 1954. Quoted in Sigmund Diamondompromised Campus: The 
Collaboration of Universities with the Intellignce Community, 19451955 (Oxford University Press, 1992, 371 pages. 


1955, March 
J. Edgar Hoover publishes "How Safe Is Your Youngster? in The American Magazine. 


J. Edgar Hoover. "How Safe Is Your Youngster?" The American Magazine(March 1955), 19, 99101. Research reques: copy of and 
content of this? 


https://outhistory.org/exhibits/show/fbi-history/1950-1959 7/8 


6/4/2022 FBI and Homosexuality: 1950-1959 - FBI and Homosexuality Chronology - OutHistory: It's About Time 


1955, May 10: Louis Arlan Kerr 

FBI File: “On May 10, 1955, Agents of the FBI arrested Louis Arlan Kerr a New Orleans, Louisiana, on a federal warrant charging a violati 
the Interstate Transportation of Stolen Property Statut[e]. While being intewiewed concerning the fedeul charge on which he was arresec 
volunteered informaion that he was a homosexual. He furnished the names of 45 individuals with whom he claimed to hee had homosext 
relations since 1951. Kerr also ¢ated that he had a long standing friendship with Dorotly Dandridge, Negro movie actress. However, he adi 
that she was in no way a sex deviate.“ 


FBI Vault. Dorothy Dandridge, Part 1 of 1. Report headed “Confidential? dated August 23, 1956 , page 4. 
See (http: //vault.fbi.gov/ Dorothy%20Dandridge/Dorothy%20Dandridge%20 Part%201%200f%201/view 


1955, October 15: "queers", "lesbians", "homosauals", and "the 'gay life" 


An FBI report refers to "queers", "lesbians", "homosauals", and "the ‘gay life"”. 
F.B.I.: “Notorious Types and Places of Amusement, October 15, 1955-April 15, 1956.Research reques: full cite? 


1958 

A Florida Legislative Committee ("The Johns Committee") began interrogaing suspected homosexuals among students and faailty on Flor 
campuses before the Legislature gave specific authorization for the investigation of homosexuals. In 1958, committee chairman Johns illeg: 
a covert investigator to the University of Florida after his son, Jerome Johns, told his father that "effeminate instructors had perverted the 
curriculum.” 


Wikipedia: Florida legislative Committee. Accessed December 5, 2011.See also: 1961, Florida Research request: FBI connectior 
to this investigation? Files? 


1958 and 1959: Parties in New York? 
According to a strongly contested account in Anthory Summers’ biography of Hoover published in 1993, Susan Rosentiel said she attende 
parties, in 1958 and 1959, in New York, at which J. Edgar Hoover was dressed as a woman and had se with men. 
Potter, "Queer Hoover", 355-356: This account refers to Anthony Summers, Official and Confidential: The Secet Life of J Edgar Hoot 
(New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1993), 253-55. See also: 1993. 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 1940-1949 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 1960-1969 > 
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outhistory IT’S ABOUT TIME! _————————— 


wa 


FBI and Homosexuality Chronology 


This chronology under construction surveys the history of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation's surveillance of homosexuals and alle 
homosexuals. It includes references to what was considered gender and sexual deviance. It also includes surveillance of the activities of 
members of homoseual rights groups, and anti-homosaual persons and groups. 


OutHistory is asking the public to provide citaions to additional daa sources. Contad OutHistory@gmail.com 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 1950-1959 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 1970-1979 — 


FBI and Homosexuality: 1960-1969 


1960-1974 
James Baldwin's FBI fle grew to 1,884 pages over the course of over a decade of surveillance. 


Learn more about the FBI's suweillance of Baldwin in another OutHstory feature by Douglas 
Field at: http: //outhistory.org/exhibits/show/baldwin-fbi/baldwin-tfbi. 


1960, July 

Early this month Dr Martin Luther King received a messag from a source close to Adam Cayton Powell: unless King fired Bayard Rustin 
canceled a proposed demongration at the Democratic National Convention, Powell would announce publicly tha King and Rustin were in 
in a sexual relationship. 


Through Powell's charge was without substance, King felt it was potentially damaging. A fw days later King asked Rustin to sever all conn 
with the civil rights movement and the Southern Gristian Leadership Conference. Rustin resigned. See also: 1963, Augus 13. 


Research request: Is there any FBI involvement in this incident? D'Emilio, Ristin, p. ? 


1961 

This year the Florida Legislature directed a Legislative Investigation Committee headed by Charley Johns to broaden its irvestigations to ir 
homosexuals and the "extent of [their] infiltration into agencies supported by state funds," particularly at state colleges and universities su 
the University of Florida, Florida Stae University, and the University of South Florida. The Committee, and its investigative techniques, we 
modeled on those of the FBI. 


John Howard, Men Like That: A Southern Queer HistoryChicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999), page 155. See also: Wikipedia: 
Florida Legislative Investigation Committee, accessed August 28, 2015 

from https: //en.wikipedia.orgwiki/Florida_Legislative_Investigation_Committee#Assault_on_homosexuality. See also: 1958: Florid 
Research requed: FBI links to Johns Committee? 


1961, Summer 
J. Edgar Hoover publishes an article intended to attract women to work for the FBI. 


Let's consider for a moment the work of women in the FBI. Were are no female Special Agnts. This policy necessarily tems from th: 
nature of the work an investigator is called upon to perform. His job may entail the hot pursuit of criminals ivolving great physical 
hazard. Or he may be required to spend das and nights away from home tracking down a dangerous fugitive. Somdimes this means 
hours in rugged terrain or in isolated areas. But, while none of the FBI's 6,506 women employees carrthe title of "Special Agent," the 
do hold many responsible positions. 4s stenographers, typists, switchboard and tel¢ype operators, clerks, radio dispatchers, laborator 
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aides—they render valuable services. Without the compdent performance of our female employees, the FBI could not funtion 
properly. One of the mos indispensable jobs peformed by women in the FBI is tha of stenographer. . . . 


J. Edgar Hoover, “Imagine You A Member of the EB.I.—The Feminine Touch” Young & Beautiful(magazine). Accessed December 2: 
2012 from http://www.onbeing.org/program/work-and-conscience feature/imagine-you-member-fbi/1¥0</ref> 


1961, July 29: Mitchell and Martin Defect 
The New York Times repotts: "The National Security Agency has dismissed twenty-six sexual deviates since two of its code clerks [Bernon 
Mitchell and William M. Martin] defected to the Sovid Union last summer, Representative Francis E. Walter said today.” 


The Times adds: “Mr. Walter quoted Mr. [Maurice H.] Klein [agency personnel director ] as having said in response to a quesion that all tw 
six of the persons dismissed by the agncy were sexual deviates, but that not all were homoseuals.” 


"U.S. Security Unit Ousts 26 Deviates; Walter Tells of Dismissals Since Ddection of Two. Washington, July 28 (UPI).New York Times, 
July 29, 1961.Research Reques: FBI files on National Security Agency, Bernon FE Mitchell, or William M. Martin? National Security 
Agency files linking FBI to this cas@ 


1963, August 13 

Senator Strom Thurmond, advocate of the segregation of African Americans, publicly atacks Bayard Rustin, who had been dubbed “M. M 
on-Washington” by the press. Thurmond disaissed Rustin’s Communist ties and his conviction on “sex perversion’ charges in Pasadena. Bl: 
leaders rallied in defense of Rustin. Research request: FBI involvement? 


D'Emilio, Rustin, p. ? Research reques: full cite? 


1963, August 28 
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. 


1963, October 29 
Earliest date of FBI surveillance of Bayard Rustin recorded in files published on FBI website as of Dec. 4, 202. 


FBI file part 2 of 7 says Rustin "was arrested on October 25, 1946, in Harlem, New York City, for commission of a lewd act. (Source: New Yc 
Police Records). 


The file also says that Rustin was also arrested in Pasadena, California, on Anuary 21, 1953, on a charg of sex perversion. He pleaded guilt 
propositioning two males to engage in sodomy and admitted he had previously been arrested on the same charge in New York City. He was 
sentenced to 60 days. 


Congressional Record, Augus 13, 1963. FBI Vault: Bayard Rustin part 2 of 7. Accessed from: http://vault.fbi.gov/bayard-rustin 


Rustin was arrested on October 25, 1946, in Harlem, 
New York City, for commission of a lewd act, (Source: New 
York City Police Records). 


Rustin was arrested in Pasadena, California, on 
January 21, 1953, on a charge of sex perversion. He pleaded 
guilty to propositioning two males to engage in sodomy and 
admitted he had previously been arrested on the same charge 
in New York City. He was sentenced to 60 days. (Source: 
Congressional Record, August 13, 1963). 


¢ 
1964 
Cook, Fred. The FBI Nobody Knows. 1964. 


Research request: full cite? anything about homosexuality, sex perversion, or gender deviance, etc.? 
1964 
Curt Gentry mentions in passing a US. Senator "effusive in his praise" of the FBI, who had earlier been a libeal critic, and whose fle conta 


among other things, the police repot of his 1964 arrest in a Greenwich Village homosexual bar. The suggestion is that the FBI blackmailed 
Senator to restrain his criticism and become a friend of the FBI. 


Curt Gentry, J. Edgar Hoover: The Man and His Secrets (NY: W. W. Norton, 1991), p. 35. 
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1964, February 5 
An FBI memo of February 5, 1964 reports an FBI interview on February 4 with Malcolm Little who advised he was known as Milcolm X: 


He stated that the so-called Negro leaders are incompdent to lead the Negroes and stated that BAYARD RUSTIN, who was a leader « 
the one day school boycott in New York City on February 3, 1964, is nothing but a homosaual. He furnished no other informdion on 
either RUSTIN or any other person he considered a Ngro leader. 


FBI Vault: Malcolm Little (Malcolm X) HQ File 12 of 27 page 99. 


1964, October 7: Walter Wilson Jenkins arrested 
On October 7, a month before the 1964 presidential ele¢ion on November 3, District of Columbia Police arrested Walter Wilson Jenkins in 
YMCA restroom. He and another man were booled on a disorderly condu¢ charge. 


This entry, and its notes are from Wikipedia, accessed December 2, 201. White, 367; TIME: "The Jenkins Report," October 30, 1964 
This incident has been described as "perhaps the mosfamous tearoom arres in America." 
Laud Humphreys, Tearoom Trade: Impersonal Sex in Public Placef Chicago: Aldine Publishing Company, 1974), 19. 
Jenkins paid a $50 fine. 
Perlstein, 489. 
Rumors of the incident ciralated for several days and Republican Party operatives helped to promote it to the press. 
Dallek, 181. 
Some newspapers, including the chicago Tribune and the Cincinndi Enquirer refused to run the sory. 
White, 367. 
Journalists quickly learned tha Jenkins had been arresed on a similar charg in 1959. 
Dallek, 179, 181. 
This earlier arrest made it much harder to explain away the later one as the result of ovework or, as one journalis wrote, "combat fatigue.” 
Perlstein, 490. The journalist was William White. 


On October 14, a Washington Star editor called the White House for Jenkins' comment on a gory it was preparing. Jenkins turned to Whit 
House lawyers Abe Fortas, the President's personal lawyer, and Clark Clifford, who unofficially was filling the role of White Hbuse Counsel. 
immediately lobbied the editors of Wshington's three newspapers not to run the sory, which only confirmed its significance. 


White, 368. Fortas later emphasized tha at the time he did not know the ulidity of the morals charge against Jenkins. New York 
Times: "Fortas Asserts Police Need Time to Question Suspects,” August 6, 1965. 


Within hours Cifford detailed the evidence to the President and press secrdary George Reedy, "openly weeping,” confrmed the story to re] 
White 369. 


Probably forewarned, Johnson told Fortas that Jenkins needed to resign. Anticipaing the charge that Jenkins might have been blackmaile: 
Johnson immediately ordered an FBI imwestigation. He knew that J. Edgar Hoover would have to clear the adminigration of any security p: 
because the FBI itself would othewvise be at fault for failing to investigate Jenkins properly years bore. 


Perlstein, 491. 
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Hoover reported on October 22 that security had not been compromised. 
Evans and Novak, 480. White, 369-70. 

Johnson later said: "I couldn't have been more shocled about Walter Jenkins if I'd heard tha Lady Bird had tried to kill the Bpe.” 
White, 367. 


Johnson also fed conspiucy theories that Jenkins had been framed. He claimed that before his arrest Jenkins had attended a cocktail patty 
the waiters came from the Republican Mtional Committee, though the party was hosted by Newsweek to celebrate the opening of its nev o 


White, 367 Dallek evaluates various claims that Jenkins was set up and dismisses them. Dallek, 1804 


The Starprinted the story and UPI transmitted its version on Odober 14, and Jenkins resigned the same dy. 


J. Edgar Hoover visited Jenkins in the hospital and sent him fowers. 


Ben A. Franklin. "Hoover Asailed on Jenkins Case: Admirers' Criticism Centers on BouqueFrom FBI "The New York Times, October 
28, 1964, page 34. Research reques: full cites for all rderences above? 


1964, November +2 
Just before Election Day on November 3, rumors cirailated that the GOP would reveal that a member of the cabind was a closeted homos« 
On a recorded telephone call with the lndon Baines Johnson, FBI director J. Edgar Hoover assured LBJ tha the rumors were groundless 


President Johnson: No, I read that. What they said was that—they raised the question of the way he [an unidentified cabinet aide] 
combed his hair or the way he did something else, but they had no act of his, or he had done nothing— 


J. Edgar Hoover: No. It was just the suspicion that his mannerisms and so foth were such tha they were suspicious. 
President Johnson: Yeah. He [Jenkins] worked for me for four or fve years, but he wasrit even suspicious to me. 
But I guess youre going to have to teach me somdhing about this suff! 

Hoover: Well, you know I often wonder what the next crisis is going to be. [Pause. ] 

President Johnson: Il swear I can't recognize them. I dorit know anything about it. 

Hoover: It’s a thing that you just can't tell. Sometimes, just like in the case of this poor fellow énkins ... 

President Johnson: Yes. 

Hoover: [continuing] There was no indication in any way. 

President Johnson: No. 


Hoover: [continuing] And I knew him pretty well, and [FBI White Hbuse liaison Deke] DeLoach did also, and there was no suspicio 
no indication. There are some people who walk kind of funy and so forth, that you might kind of think are litle bit off, or maybe que: 
But there was no indicdion of that in Jenkins’ case. 


President Johnson: That’s right. [Break. ] 


Hoover: So far I haven't been able to get any more detail than was given to me yeserday, namely that this man [the alleged closeted 
homosexual] was a cabin officer, and will be exposed today. 


Now, I thought of all the cabiné officers that we have—and whom I dort know personally—but there are none of them thtraise any 
suspicion in my mind. 
President Johnson: None in mine. 


Adapted from AllTheWayWithLBJ.com, accessed December 2, 201 fromhttp://allthewaywithlbj.com/the-jenkins-scandal/ 


1964, November 17: Jack Valenti 
A letter of this date to Bill D. Moyers, the Special Assistant to the US. President, claimed tha Jack Joseph Valenti had had an "associdion" 
photographer in California who was alleged to be homosexual. Moyers sent a copy of the ldter to the FBI to see if it had ary relevant inforn 
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The FBI wrote back to Mbyers on December 2, 1964. I reported that the allegations against Valenti were not subs¢antiated by an FBI inter 
with someone who knew him (possibly the photographer -- the name is del¢ed). 


Joe Stephens. "Looking at Jack Valenti's FBI File." "Washington Post", February 29, 2009. Accessed from 
http://voices washingtonpost.com/washingtonpostinvestigations/2009/02/looking_a_jack_valentis_fbi_fhtml 


1965: Rock Hudson 

An FBI memo of 1965 memo "recommends bs Angeles to be authorized to intewiew movie actor Rock Hudson.” Why, exactly? Much of tl 
memo is blacked out, but one uncensored line ofers a hint at the reason: "Los Angeles has advised that it is general common knowledg in 
picture industry that Hudson is suspected of having homosexual tendencies.” 


Four years later [1969? ], when it was repoted that Hudson was to star as an FBI man in a planned (but apparently neer made) movie cal 
Seven File, a memo again mentions the allegaions that he was gay. "The Los Angeles Office has been instructed to remain alett concerning 
developments.” 


Life. On Rock Hudson's FBI file. Accessed from htp://www.life.com gallery/42072/j-edgar-hoovers-waching-you#index/7 
1965, August 5 


The New York Times reports: A 39-year-old house déective [Edward Murphy ] at the New York Hilton was arrested early yesterday as the | 
of a gang that had extorted a total of $100,000 from "rich plyboys and executives.” 


"The case broke, the police said, with the arres on March 14 [1965] of John Aitken" for impersonating an officer. On July 25 [1965] Willia 
Burke had also been arrested for impersonating an officer. 


"Detective At Hotel Is Held In Extortion." New York Times, August 5, 1965. 


David Carter, in his book on the Stonevall Riots suggests that Edward Murphy headed a national blackmail opemtion that had or knew of 
evidence agains Hoover and Tolson. 


David Carter, Stonewall, pages 93-94, note 8 pag: 286, citing James T. Sears,Lonely Hunters: An Omal History of Lesbian and Gay 
Southern Life, 19481968 (Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1997), p. 244. 


The last article in theTimesthat mentions Edward Murphy and a blackmail ring sates: 


Nine members of a ndionwide ring that included bogus policemen who prged primarily on homoseuals to extort money on threats « 
arrest were taken into custody here yesterday... ." 


The Times adds: 


Among the defendants in aistody was "Edward Murphy, 41 years old, of 167 Christopher Street, a former hotel searity guard... ." 


Jack Roth, "Nine Seized Here; Hogan Says Gang Preyed on Homosexuals and Others.'New York Times, February 18, 1966. 


On September 19, 1965, Richard hman, a homophile adivist battling police extortion of homosexuals in South Florida, writes to Mittachii 
Washington co-founder Jack Nichols (who is using pseudorymn Warren Adkins). Inman states that he knows via a friend inside the FBI tl 
there was one "boss man of the syndicae's homo shakedown detail for the whole of the US." , August 17. 


Carter suggests that the boss man in quesion was Edward Murphy. 


The following year on August 17, 1966, The New York Times reported: "Blackmailer [John Felebaum ] Gets Five Years in Homosexual Case. 
paper adds: "Assistant United States Attorney Andrew J. Maloney said one of the ring's victims had committed suicide after being interview 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. He did not identify the victim.” 


"Blackmailer [John Felebaum] Gets Five Years in Homosexual Case". New York Times, August 17, 1966. 
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1967 

Gordon Novel, a private investigator and electronics expert, claims that he sought a meding with James Angleton, the former head of the ¢ 
counterintelligence division, who urged him to continue a lavsuit against New Orleans proseautor Jim Garrison, a lawsuit that J. Edgar He 
disapproved. 


Novel says that Angeleton showed him a photo of Hbover and Tolson having sex taken by the Office of Stragegic Services in 1946. Angleton 
supposedly told Novel to go and see Hoover and tell him he had seen such a photo. Nvel says he met Hoover at the Mayflower Hotel and t 
he had seen the photo and Hbover stopped impeding his pursuit of Garrison. 


Athan Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover,Sex, and Crime: An Historical Antidote pages 46-47. 


1968:"Homosexual Activity . . . of the White House staff" 
Shortly after Richard Nixon's election victory in 1968, he ordered an advisey John Ehrlichman, to e¢ablish immediate White House conta 
the FBI. 


Ehrlichman phoned J Edgar Hoover, who invited him to his ofice. Bored by Hoover's conversation, Ehrlichman wondered how aiyone cot 
this man seriously 


"A few weeks later, Hoover phoned the President. There were rumors, he said, about homoseual activity "at the highest levels of the White 
staff." They came from a bureau informant, who had mentioned Ehrlichman. Of course, the FBI would check out these rumors if theeic 
ordered. He did. The rumors proved false. But Hbover had sent his calling card. M. Ehrlichman would not tale him lightly again.” 


Oshinsky, David M. "The Senior G-Man, New York Times, September 15, 1991, citing Ehrlichman's memoirs. 


1968: J. Edgar Named One of the "Practical Homosexuals" 
The Homosexual Handbook, published in 1968, includes a las chapter titled "Uncle Fudge's List of Practical Homosexuals Past and Presen 
It includes the name of J Edgar Hoover on page 267. 


David Carter, in Stonewall(2004), says that "After the book appeared, pressure from the FBI caused it to be withdawn.” The publisher soo 
reissued the book, but without Hbover's name. 


Carter, Stonewall, pp. 94-95, citing in note 10 on pag 286: Straight News, p. 269, and Donn al, The Gay Militants p. 65. 


1968, November 26: Hoover recalls Vendenberg 

In a memo to Cyde Tolson, Cartha De Loach, and James H. Gale, J Edgar Hoover reports his discussion with assistants to President-elect ' 
about the importance of the FBI preparing background checks on all White Huse appointees. Hoover states that while Dwight D. Eisenhc 
was President-elect 


I had asked for an appointment [with Eisenhower ] because one person appointed but not cheek [Arthur H. Vandenberg, Jr., see 
1952, December] was to be a White Hbuse aide and had a bad reputdion as a homosexual and he was the son of a prominent Sensor, 
and when I told the President-elect about it he was atounded. I told him tha this showed the wisdom of gtting these people checlec 
so they can find any black shadow in the picure before they make a public announcement. 


Jonathan Ned Katz transcribed this exchange from a document in the FBI Vault, available at: J. Edgar Hoover to Clyde Tolson, 
Cartha De Loach, and James H. Gale: Memo of November 26, 1968, page 236 in FBI file. 


1969: Hoover approves "Pick the fg" Poster 

This year Hoover approved the credion of a ‘Pick the Fag’ poster with prizes (such as 500 rolls of red toile paper—with Mao’ Tse-tung’s pi 
or a free trip to Hanoi) going to the winner corredly identifying one of four antiwar leaders as homosaual? “Fag Liberation Movement” we 
name of one file created by the FBI in 1969. 


Haggerty, George E., ed. "U.S. Government Surveillance" pp 109410, inGay Histories and Cultures: An Encyclopedia, Volume 2. 
See: http://books.google.com/909 


1969, June 11: Haldeman, Ehrlichman, Chapin Acaused 

Athan Theoharis reports that Jack Anderson, Drew Pearson's collaborator on a gossip column md on this date with FBI Assistant Director 
DeLoach, head of the FBI's Crime Records Division. Anderson advised Dedach on the rumors tha three high-level Nixon aides were 
homosexuals. The aides were Haldeman, Ehrlichman and (hapin. Another White Ebuse aide had provided the informaion. Anderson anc 
Pearson were looking for more informaion from the FBI before the columniss publicized the rumor 
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DeLoach briefed Hoover on the meeting with Anderson. Hoover briefed Nixon, Attorney General John Mitchell and H.R. Haldeman of the 
allegations. He suggested that the FBI take sworn statements from the three acaised. Hoover expressed his own "outage and disgust” over 
Anderson's and Rearson's desire to spread such rumors, and the columnits practice whereby through the ciralation of "innuendo thy wei 
to establish [rumor] as fad." See 1969, June 24. 


Athan Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover,Sex, and Crime: An Historical Antidotepages 310-31. 


1969, June 24::"Homosexual Parties" 

Potter. "Queer" (2006): "President Nixon's aide H. R. Haldeman noted in his diay of June 24, 1969: “Hoover . . . reported to [Attorney Ger 
John] Mitchell that columnist Drew Pearson had a report that [John] Erlichman, [Dwight] Chapin, and I had attended homosexual partie 
local Washington hotel. Pearson was checking bdore running the gory .. . [and so] at Mitchell’s suggestion, we agreed to be deposed by tk 
to clear this up’ 


Potter. "Queer" (2006), page 369 citing H. R. Haldeman, The Haldeman Diaries: Inside the Nixon White Ibuse (New York: G. P. 
Putnam’s Sons, 1994), 66. 


1960s, late 
"It is possible that the first public, published allegaion of Hoover's homosexuality appeared in the lae 1960s in Al Goldstein's sex tabloid,S 
See 1974. 


See Gay Talese, Thy Neighbors Wife(Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1980), 229. Cited in Rotter, Queer, page ?. Research requed: 
electronic copy of the appeamnce in Screw? 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 1950-1959 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 1970-1979 > 
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FBI and Homosexuality Chronology 


This chronology under construction surveys the history of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation's surveillance of homosexuals and alle 
homosexuals. It includes references to what was considered gender and sexual deviance. It also includes surveillance of the activities of 
members of homosexual rights groups, and anti-homosaual persons and groups. 


OutHistory is asking the public to provide citaions to additional daa sources. Contad OutHistory@gmail.com 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 1960-1969 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 1980-1989 — 


FBI and Homosexuality: 1970-1979 


1970 
“with the [Nixon ] administration increasingly under sieg by critics of the Vidnam War, President Nixon's White House aide H.R. Haldem 
asked Hoover for a list of Washington reporters who were homosexual, and the FBI was able to oblig within forty-eight hours. 


Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones (2007) p. 159.Research reques: full citation? 


1970, January 1 
Photo: Life Magazine. Caption: "(L-R) FBI dirJ. Edgar Hoover and his ass. Clyde Tolson looking at menus in the Mayflower Hotel where 
lunched together each workday for 40 years." [Looking pained; identical pepper grinders; identical suits. ] 


Time Life Picures/Pictures/Getty Images, Jan 01, 1970. Accessed September 7 2015 from http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news- 
photo /dir-j-edgar-hoover-and-his-as$-clyde-tolson-looking-a4-news-photo/50613576 


1970, February 
Serrano, Richard A Serrano, "An FBI diredor with a grudge".Los Angeles Times, November 6, 2011, 8:03 p.m. 
http://www.latimes.com ews/nationworld/nation/la-na-hoover-nelson-2011107,0,6943487,full.story 


The longtime FBI director was convinced that Los Angeles Timesreporter Jack Nelson planned to write tha he was homosexual. 


In February 1970, a top aide to President Nixon [Clark R. Mollenhoff] warned J. Edgar Hoover that a new reporter in town, Jack 
Nelson, was said to be gunning for the FBI. 


For two years in the early 1970s, Hbover nursed an obsession with the nev reporter in the nation's capital. 


FBI records released recently under the Feedom of Information Act reveal, for the first time, what fueled his fixation: Hoover was 
convinced — mistakenly — that Nelson planned to write tha the FBI director was homosexual. 


There is no indication Nelson had any interest in the subjec, and he never wrote about it. Nevertheless, he became the foais of Hoove 
anxieties. 


John Fox, the FBI's in-house hisorian, said Nelson arrived on the scene 4 a time when Hoover was feeling vulnemble. A published 
report that the director was gay could well have ended his career and that possibility — unfounded or not — had Hoover on edge. "He 
saw it as an attack on his manhood," Pox said. 


The newly released records show tha Clark R. Mollenhoff, a former Washington reporter and columnis who was then special counse 
to Nixon, wrote Hoover on White House stationery that Nelson was planning another “highly critical series oftsories on the FBI." 


In June 1970, a reporter for an Alabama newspaper told agents that Nelson had been sent to Wshington to write "derogaory" article 
about Hoover. The reporter, whose name was reda¢ed, told the FBI tha at a conference in Cambridg, Mass., a drunken Nelson had 
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"indicated he had a statement from somebody in the 'Depatment' stating that Mr. Hoover was a ‘homosexual’ and that he was planni: 
to use this informaion in the article," according to an FBI memo. 


By January 1971, Hoover was sufficiently concerned about Nelson's intentions tha he brought the matter up with Atty. Gen. John 
Mitchell, his boss. "We have received several recent reports reflecting extensive efforts on his part to embarrass the FBI and me," Hboy 
wrote. 


In a second letter to Mitchell that month, Hoover said Nelson drank excessively and had boaged of his intention to write "tha I am a 
homosexual." 


Hoover continued: "While I hve no reluctance to stand on my record and to le the facts of both my personal and official life speak fo 
themselves, I nondheless wanted you to hae this background informdion regarding stories that should soon appear" 


The effort was unsuccessful, and two weeks later [Dave] Kraslow [the Washington Bureau Manager of the LA Times] sa down with t 
director. In a recent interview, Kraslow, now 85, said Hoover complained bitterly about Nelson's supposed plan to identif him as a 
homosexual. 


"The spittle was running out of his lips and the corners of his mouth," Kaslow said. "He was out of control." 


In a written account of the meding from 1971, Kraslow said Hoover had threatened to sue Nelson for criminal libel "should such a lie 
ever appear in print,” and "he was caréul to point out it was not intended as a threa, but as a promise.” 


"I defied him to produce ary informant who would gare me in the face or who would gare Jack Nelson in the face and say that Jack 
Nelson had on any occasion intimated that Hoover was a homosexual," Kraslow wrote. 


Kraslow refused to fire Nelson. Rather, he asked his reporter to write a rebuttal, which was sent to Hoover. 


"I emphatically deny that I have at any time under any circumstances ever said or remotely suggested that Mr. Hoover was a 
homosexual," Nelson wrote on Od. 19, 1971. 


1970, June 4 
Gore Vidal inThe New York Review of Books: 


Homosexuals seldom sdtle down to cozy maure domesticity for an excellent reason: sociey forbids it. hwo government workers livin; 
together in Washington D.C., would very soon find themselves unemployed. They would be spied on, denounced secrély, and dismiss: 
Only a bachelor entirely above suspicion lik J. Edgar Hoover can afford to live openly with another man. fis a nice joke if a Louisian 
judge is caught in a motel with a call girl. fis a major tragedy if a government official with a family is caught in a men's room. Althot 
Hoover and Tolson were sometimes perceived as living togther, they each had their own homes. 


Gore Vidal, "Doc Reuben," The New York Review of Books, June 4, 1970. 


1970, August 15 
The FBI...tried to discredit Black Anther leader Huey Newton after he publicly suppotted gay liberation in a speech on Augud 15, 1970. It 
letters from supposed members questioning Newton's masculinity. 


Haggerty, George E., ed. "U.S. Government Surveillance" pp 109.10, inGay Histories and Cultures: An Encyclopedia, Volume 2. page 
909 See:http://books.google.com/ 


1971, October 19:Jack Nelson 
“I emphatically deny that I have at any time under any circumstances ever said or remotely suggested that Mr. Hoover was a homosexual,” 
[reporter Jack] Nelson wrote [to Hoover] on Oct. 19, 1971. 


For full story see: Serrano, Richard A Serrano, "An FBI director with a grudge". Los Angeles Times, November 6, 2011, 8:03 p.m. (on 
this list), and"Hoover worried" 


1972, January 1 
Nash, Jay Robert. Citizen Hoover: A Critical Study of the Life and Times of JEdgar Hoover and His FBI 


Reearch request: Place of pub, Publisher? What does this say about Hoover's view of criminal women; his "mincing" tep, 
homosexuality, etc.? 
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1972, May 4 
Photo: Caption:Cyde A. Tolson, Associate Director of the FBI, is helped to his carafter attending burial of his life-long friend, JEdgar Ho 
the Congressional Ceméery. Shortly thereafter, Tolson submitted his resignation, citing "ill health.""Blson is a native of Laredo, Montana. 


Corbis Images: Stock Photo ID: U1738097. Date Photographed: May 4, 1972 


1973, April 10 
Christopher Lehmann-Haupt reviews J. Edgar Hoover: The Man in His Timeby Ralph de ‘Tbledano: The author of this book sas that Hoo 


not a homosexual and not "a womanizer", "reducing the debte over Hoover's sexual preferences to something of a Mexican standoff.” Tolec 
also "refuses entirely to divulg his sources, to doament his claims, to footnote or to acknowledg.” 


Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, "The G-Man We Already Knew; Books of The Times Revealing Only the Familiar Sources Remain 
Undivulged" [review of J. EDGAR HOOVER. ‘the Man in His Time by Ralph de Dledano. Arlington, 1973]. New York Times, page 4° 


1974: 
In an article asking "Is J. Edgar Hoover a Fag?" Al Goldstein, inScrew magazine, took on the FBI Dire¢or J. Edgar Hoover in print. Goldste 
soon had to face charges in Kansas. 


Research reques: Full reliable citation? 


1975 
Clair Potter discusses "revelations, in the 19% Senate investigations led by Frank Church of Idaho, that the CIA and FBI had been engagd 
long-term intelligence gathering operations against its own citizens and domesic political groups." 


Potter, "Queer" (2006), page 381. Research reques: CIA surveillance of homoseuals? 


1975, May 
Obituary of Clyde Tolson in gay periodical. 


"In Memorium". Gay Scene: National Homophile Monthly. Volume 5, No. 12, May 1975. 


1976, November 23 

The Associated Press reports that a substantial number of FBI Direcor J. Edgar Hoover's "Official and Confidential” files dealt with allega 
that certain politians, prominent fgures, and govenrment employees were homosaual. The files also contained memoundums to Hoover 
informing him of people who had chargd that he was homosexual. 


FBI Admits Spying on GAA" Gay Activist[ newspaper of the New York City Gay Activists Alliance], March 1977, vol. 6, no. 1, page 1. 


1977, December 
Larry Cohen is the writer and dire¢or of a film The Private Files of I Edgar Hoover. It stars Broderick Crawford, James Wainwright and M 
Parks. A blurb for the flm says: 


The files that escaped the shredder hae become an incredible motion piture. From the Kennedys to Martin Luther King. om cab 
drivers to Congressmen. tom housewives to hostesses. He had something on 58 million people. E was all in his files. Now you can set 
how he used it. 


IMDB; Poveda and others (1998), pag 291. 


1977:"Sex Deviate" files destroyed 
"In 1977, Bureau officials added more gaps to the paper tail by destroying the 300,000 pages in the "Sex Deviate Program." 


David M. Oshinsky, "The Senior G-Man", New York Times, September 15, 1991. 


1977, March 
The March 1977 issue of the Ga Activist Alliance publication theGay Activistis devoted to FBI spying on the group, includes someifes rec 
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ADMITS 
SPYING 


ON 


under the Freedom of Information Act. 


Lead article: "FBI ADMITS SPYING ON GAA" ("As the much-touted Bicentennial drev to a close, the Gay Activists Alliance received doa 
under the Freedom of Information Act proving that the FBI has spied on it") 


Facsimile copies of five documents on the Gay Activist Alliance received under the Feedom of Information Act; Excerpt from GAA's later | 
Attorney General appealing the FBI's pattial release of doaiments pertaining to GAA, along with a 32-item lit of documents demanded b: 
from the FBI (beginning with "he formation of GAA in December 1969"); Side bar on JEdgar Hoover (with illustrative caricature: "The 
Associated Press reported Nov. 23, 1976, that a substantial number of FBI Dire¢or J. Edgar Hoover's 'official and confidential’ files dealt w 
allegations that certain politicians, figures, and government employees were homosaual. The files also contained memonndums to Hoove 
informing him of people who 4 various times charged that he was homosexual.” Includes: "A striking example of a pig fairy in a high place 
actively working as an eneny of his own kind, and in r¢urn being accepted and much appreciaed by the heterosexist establishment...." 


1978 
Powers, Richard Gid, “One GMan’s Family: Popular Entertainment Formulas and J Edgar Hoover's FBI? American Quarterly30, no. 4 1 
471-92. 


1978, May 
Bell, Arthur. "Skull Murphy: The Gay Double Agent". Village Voice May 1978, pages 1, 17-19. 


Ed Murphy says in an interview with Bell that he (Murphy) started informing undercover for the FBI in 1965 about a ntional ring 
blackmailing homosexuals. Murphy says that J. Edgar Hoover "was one of ny sisters. He was the biggest fuckin’ extortionist in this 
country. He had presidents by the balls. Ht had a record on everybody and his brother" He adds: "Everything I know [about mobsger: 
is on file at certain law enforcement agencies for certain people who are doing itvestigations." (Bell, p. 17.) 


"My double agent days started in '66 with the extortion ring. It was supposed to be a one-shot deal. Vé locked up 21 guys. They're all 
dead now, except three of them." (Bell, p. 19) 


David Carter says that Murphy said that the Mafia had photogiaphs of Hoover involved in sex acts. Photographs are not mentioned in the 
interview--JNK 


Carter, Stonewall, note 3, page 285. 


< FBI and Homosexuality: 1960-1969 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 1980-1989 — 
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FBI and Homosexuality Chronology 


This chronology under construction surveys the history of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation's surveillance of homosexuals and alle 
homosexuals. It includes references to what was considered gender and sexual deviance. It also includes surveillance of the activities of 
members of homosexual rights groups, and anti-homosaual persons and groups. 


OutHistory is asking the public to provide citaions to additional daa sources. Contad OutHistory@gmail.com 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 1970-1979 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 1990-1999 — 


FBI and Homosexuality: 1980-1989 


1980s 
When Athan Theoharis began researching a biogaphy of Hoover in the 1980s he was the recipient of numerous volunteered allegaons of 
Hoover's homosexuality, all of which turned out to be baseless, or unconfmable. 


Poveda and others (1998), pag 137. Buttino autobiogiaphy. Research reques: full citations? 
1983 
Powers, Richard Gid.G-Men: Hoovers FBI in American Rypular Culture (Carbondale: Southern Illinois thiversity Press, 1983). 


1984, March 6 
Anderson, Scott P. Anderson, ‘ACLU Seeks Data about FBI Spying on Gays since 19507 Advocate, 6 March 1984. 


Potter, "Queer" (2006), page 373 citing “Our Own KGB: Spreading Rumors about J Edgar Hoover Would Invite a Visit? New York 
Native, 16 September 1991; ‘Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime, 33, 39; and “FBI Wirdapping: A Case Study in Bureau 
Autonomy,’ Political Science Quarterly107, no. 1 (1992): 117-18. 


1984, September 24 
Stadler, Matthew. Research reques: Title? Report on FBI in gay press.New York Native, 24 September 1984. 
Research request: Cited in Carter, Stonewall, page 96, and note 13 page 286. Full citation? Content? 


1984, October 30 
[Article on FBI and homosexuality. ] Advocate, 30 October 1984. 


Research requed: Full citation? R Poveda and others (1998), 122. 


1984, November 28 

Gay & Lesbian Youth of New York (GLYNY), a peer youth organizdion, becomes entangled in a collaboative relationship with the FBI. W 
involvement is exposed by an article in The Connection, it arouses a controversy tha pits a growing intered in protecting the community's y 
from exploitative relationships and abuse agains a long-standing fear and repudidion of government surveillance as a threa to privacy an: 
personal freedom - also echoing slowly-healing, deep fational divisions over these issues. 


Research requed: Full citation? 


1984, December 11 
Michael Balter “Decades of FBI Suweillance Unveiled? Advocate, 11 December 1984. 
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Potter, "Queer Hover", 355-356: This account is taken from Anthony Summers’ extremely controversial, strongly questioned 
book Official and Confidential: The Secet Life of J Edgar Hoover (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1993), 253-55. 


1984, December 7 
Christopher Street. [Report on the FBI in the ga press ].’7 December 1983. 


Potter "Queer" (2006), pag: 375. Research reques: full ciation and content? 


1980s, late 
"by the late 1980s Hoover could not avoid being articulated as a closeted gay man because he perseaited and reviled other homosexuals." 


Potter, "Queer" (2006), page 377, citing Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime 44-45, 53. 


1987 
Powers, Richard Gid. SECRECY AND POWER ‘the Life of J. Edgar Hoover. Illustrated. 624 pp. New York: The Free Press. 


Norval on Powers:"Mr. Powers avoids preoccupation with the quesion of whether Hoover's 44-year close and daily associaion with the ha 
Clyde Tolson was overtly homosexual; but he sketches the details of their working days and holidays together, and concludes tha their 
relationship wasspousalandso close, so enduring, and so affectionate that it took the place of marriagfor both bachelors.To me it seems cle 
sexual sublimation accounts in pat for the astonishing and unwavering energy Hoover dedicated to the virtuous task he saw himself as pri 
to perform - the creation of a great law enforcement agency.” 


Potter, "Queer" (2006), page 363, citing: Joshua Gamson,Freaks Talk Back: Tabloid Talk Shows and Sexual Nonconformity(Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1998); Summers, 13; quotadions from the A&E special are from [Btter's] own transcriptions. The blackn 
theory has been widely repeded; it can be found in Diarmuid &ffreys, The Bureau: Inside the Modern FBI (New York: Houghton Mift 
Company, 1995), 84. 


Oshinsky on Powers: "In 1987 the historian Richard Gid Powers provided a compelling potrait of the young Hoover in "Secrecy and Power 
his view, Hoover was a natural product of his environment: "Southern, white, Christian, small-town, turn-of-the-centuy Washington.” His 
neighborhood was homogeneous -- and closed." 


Poveda and others, pag? 137. 


Potter on Powers: "already in 1987 Powers pointed to Hoover's “straitlaced Presbyterian upbringing and his almos fanatical conventionalit 
argue that the relationship with Tolson may have been loving but not sexual. “Yet human sexual drives being wha they are,’ Powers retreats 
also possible that it was a fully sexual relationship. There is no compelling evidence for a definitive judgment in either diretion. Weighing : 
known information, such a term as Spousal relationship describes mos fairly what is known about the bonds béween the two men, bonds 
grew stronger and more exclusive with the passing years: 


Potter, "Queer" (2006), pages 366-67 citing Powers,Secrecy and Power, 172-73. See also Powers 2004. 


1987, March 8 
Morris, Norval. "Director of All He Surveyed." [Review of Powers,Secrecy, 1987.]New York Times. March 8, 1987 


1987, October 17 
Ginsberg, Allen, interviewed by Obie Benz. 


Cited in Carter, Stonewall, pages 94-95, 319, etc. 


Ginsberg says that a friend or acquaintance told him in 194 about being accosed for sexual purposes in a Washington, D.C. hotel by J. Eds 
Hoover. Ginsberg also says in this same intetview that Hoover "insisted there was no organized crime. h fact, in those years [the lae 1940: 
the fantasy that the Mafia might have secret movies of J. Edgar Hoover in the basement with some big, haiy Mafia Lothario and were 
blackmailing him so he'd ly off organized crime, because he insisted there was no organized crime.” 


1988, April 
Cox, John Stuart and Athan Theoharis and John Stuart Cox. The Boss: J. Edgar Hoovr and the Great American Inquisition. Temple Univer 
Press, April 1988. 


The authors spole of J. Edgar Hoover as "molded by a family life reminiscent of a Dickns novel. Yet they, too, portrayed him as a captive o 
parochial culture -- a man of narrow interess and "homely tases. 
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"Oshinsky, David M. "The Senior G-Man". New York Times, September 15, 1991. 


Potter, Queer (2006): The authors argued "tha despite Hoover's “overriding preference for male companionship” he was not a sual persc 
They drew on niece Margaret Hoover's observation that her uncle saw marriage as a distraction from his career Indeed, this explanation is 
ubiquitous among family members tha we have to imagine tha they gossiped about him too. Theoharis and Ca then argue, in contuast to 
Powers, that Hoover's failure to act on his sexual desires made him into “wha the clinical literature calls a defended person” who diverted ° 
unused and unsatisfied sexual desire into his work. Hs perversions of state power were, therdore, a visible manifegation of closeted homo 
fantasies. “The entire structure of his life” they write, was “designed to hide his own unacceptable impulses and turn them intaxternal thr 


In other words, Hoover's sexual acts took the form of political a¢s. 


Potter, "Queer" (2006), pag: 367. 


< FBI and Homosexuality: 1970-1979 Table of Contents 
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FBI and Homosexuality Chronology 


This chronology under construction surveys the history of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation's surveillance of homosexuals and alle 
homosexuals. It includes references to what was considered gender and sexual deviance. It also includes surveillance of the activities of 
members of homoseual rights groups, and anti-homosaual persons and groups. 


OutHistory is asking the public to provide citaions to additional daa sources. Contad OutHistory@gmail.com 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 1980-1989 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 2000-2009— 


FBI and Homosexuality: 1990-1999 


1990, June 
Frank Buttino, a 20-year veeran FBI agent was fired for being homosexual and therefore an alleged security risk. He soon after filed suit ir 
challenging his dismissal as a searity risk after he admitted being homosexual. See December 1993. 


Poveda and others (1998), pag 137. Buttino autobiogiaphy. Research reques: full citations. 


1990, May 7 
Theoharis, Athan. On FBI's smearing of AStevenson as homosexual. Nation, 7 May 1990. 


Potter, "Queer", page?. Research reques. Full citation and content? 


1991 
Gentry, Curt. J. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets. Illustrated. 846 pp. New York: W. W. Norton, 1991. 


Theoharis, Athan, ed. Secré Files of J. Edgar Hoover. 370 pp. Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 1991. 


1991, January 13 
"FBI's 'Sex Deviate’ Files Come to Light,"San Francisco. Examiner, 13 January 1991, page 1. 


Research request: More info on content of article? 


1991, September 15 
Oshinsky, David M. "The Senior G-Man". New York Times, September 15, 1991 


1991, September 16 
“Our Own KGB: Spreading Rumors about J. Edgar Hoover Would Invite a Visit? New York Native, 16 September 1991. 


Potter, "Queer" (2006): "Hoover sent agents out to threaten those who gpssiped about him and Junior,’ as theNew York Native, a gay com 
newspaper, reported in 1991. This sort of intimidation would suggest that the gossip triggered a higher level of concern than mere lies usuz 
command. Hoover used federal agents to “closely monitor these rumors, alet him to them, and then ad forcefully to defend his reputation, 
Theoharis admits. He “made [the rumors of his homosauality] a high FBI priority,” unlike, say, monitoring the activities of the Bonnanno 
family. 


Potter, "Queer" (2006), page 373 citing “Our Own KGB: Spreading Rumors about J Edgar Hoover Would Invite a Visit? New York 
Native, 16 September 1991; Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime, 33, 39; and “FBI Wiréapping: A Case Study in Bureau 
Autonomy,’ Political Science Quarterlyl07, no. 1 (1992): 117-18. 


1991, November 
Marc North. Act of Treason: The Role of I Edgar Hoover in the Assassination of Pesident Kennedy. Carroll & Graf 1st edition (November 1s 
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Page numbers not available on Google Books version. hcludes source notes. Research reques: contents and page numbers? 


1992 
Theoharis, Athan. “FBI Wireapping: A Case Study in Bureau Autonony,’ Political Science Quarterlyl07, no.1 (1992): 117-18. etc. 


1993, February 11 
Murray Weiss. "J. Edgar's Slip Was Showing".New York Post, February 11, 1993, cited in Carter, Stonewall June 2004). 


Carter describes this as a "nevspaper story about the 1960s naional homosexual blackmail ring" tha quotes law enforcement sources whc 
worked on the case as saying that their investigation into the nationwide blackmail ring had turned up a photogaph of Hoover ‘posing ami 
with the racket's ringleader [who, Caiter suggests, was Edward Murphy] and had uncovered informdion that Clyde Tolson . . . had himsel: 
victim to the extortion ring.’ After federal agents joined the investigation, both the photoguph of Hoover and the doaiments about ‘blson 
disappeared.” 


Cited in Carter, Stonewall, page 96, and note 13 pag: 286. 


1993, March 2 
Summers, Anthony. Official and Confidential: The Secet Life of J Edgar Hoover. 


Claims J. Edgar Hoover was being blackmailed by organized crime, which had a photo of him comntiing a homosexual act. 


Poveda and others (1998), 122.Research reques: full citation? 


According to Summers’ highly contested version: In 1958 the bisexual millionaire disiller and philanthropist Lewis Solon Rosensiel asked 
his fourth wife, if—having been previously married to another bisxual man for nine years—she had wer seen “a homosexual orgy.” Althoug 
had once surprised her sixy-eight-year-old husband in bed with his atorney, Roy Cohn, Susan told Summers tha she had never before bec 
invited to view sex between men. With her consent the couple went one dg not long after this odd quesiion to Manhattan’s Plaza Hotel. Cc 
former aide to Senator Joseph McCarthy and a Republican power broler, met them at the door. As she and her husband entered the suite, 
said, she recognized a third man: J Edgar Hoover, director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), whom she had mé previously at h 
York City Upper East Side townhouse. Hoover, Lewis had explained, gave him access to influential politicians; he reurned these favors, in ] 
paying the director’s gambling debts.Susan described wha happened at this meeting. Cohn warned her tha she should pretend not to reco 
Hoover, who was in “full dag.” 


As she recalled, the legendary crime fighter anti-Communist, and crusader againg sexual perversion was wearing a flufy black dress, very | 
with flounces, and lace tockings, and high heels, and a black arly wig. He had make-up on, and false eyelashes. It was a very short skirt, a: 
was sitting there in the living room of the suite with his legs crossed. Roy introduced him to me as “Affy” and he replied, “Good evening; b 
like the first time I'd met him. It was obvious he wasrit a woman, you could see where hal shaved. It was Hoover. You've never seen anythi 
it. I couldnt believe it, that I should see the head of the FBI dressed as a woman. 


Two blonde boys then entered the “tremendous bedroom, with a bed likin Caesar’s time; and the orgy began. Hoover removed his dress a 
underpants, revealing a garter belt, and the boys “work[ed] on him with their hand8,one wearing rubber gloves. Her husband, Lewis, ther 
into the act” while Hoover and Cohn watched; finally Cohn had “full sex” with each boy Operating as a figure of power not desire, Hoover 
demanded sexual pleasure but did not give it to others. Susan recalled thahe “only had [the boys], you knowplaying with him? A year lat« 
Rosenstiels returned to the Plaza. ‘This time the boys were “dressed in leaher,”’ and Hoover wore a red dress and a black feaher boa. He hac 
boy read from the Bible while the other fondled him, again wearing gloves. bbver soon “grabbed the Bible, threw it down, and told the se: 
boy to join in the sex.” 


Despite her husbands urging Susan Rosendiel did not join either scene; her claim to truth rets on her status as a detached, female heeros 
among gay men. But this claim, afer the fantastic quality of the story, is where the problems begin. Jor one thing, historians and respecab. 
journalists usually rely on corrobouted evidence ... 


Potter, "Queer Hover", 355-356: This account is taken from Anthony Summers, Official and Confidential: The Secret Life of J. Edgar 
Hoover (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1993), 253-55. 


1993, April 11 
Rich, Frank, “Men in Uniform; New York Times, 11 April 1993 


1993, June 
Frank Buttino and Lou Buttino. A Special Agent: Gay and Inside the FBI.William Morrow & Co; 1s edition (June 1993). ISBN40: 068811, 
ISBN-13: 978-0688119584. See also: 1993, December 
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1993, December 
When the trial of fred FBI agent Frank Bottino began in a US. district court in San Francisco in December 1993, Atorney General Janet RB 
lifted the ban on gays in the FBI. Buttino won compensation including pension rights. Butino. See 1993, December 12. 


1993, December 12 
New York Times: " FBI Settlement Bans Bias Agains Homosexuals.” See also: 1993, June. 


1994, November 6 
Rich, Frank. “The Smearing Game; New York Times, 6 November 1994; 


1995, January 1 
Theoharis, Athan.J. Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime: An Historical Antidotelvan R. Dee; Firs Edition (January 1, 1995). 


Potter "Queer" (2006): Theohariss work is particularly important because his 1995 book, J Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime: An Historical A 
is the only work devoted to disproving the sxual rumors about Hoover, and it is routinely cited as authoritaive “proof” that the Rosenstiel 
false. Theoharis’ authority on these questions is grounded in his reputdion as one of the mos knowledgeable and dedicated scholars of th 
and one who has mdiculously documented Hoover's violations and manipulation of American law for decades before this controversy eruy 
has also been an adivist in the field of political hisory, changing the terms of the discipline by challenging the gvernments right to keep s: 
from scholars and citizens. H was a plaintiff in the Freedom of Information Act lawsuit, filed in the 1970s, which made wailable many of t 
records on which he and subsequent hitorians, including nyself, have relied. 


After Susan Rosenstiel’s story became public Theoharis became a frequent commentaor in both general interest and academic publicaion 
vigorously refuted her claims in a series of aticles that ultimately produced J Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime, which depatts from his norm: 
archival methods to address the hisoriographical problems presented by the controversy 


In the book Theoharis forcefully maintained tha truth is foundational to history and that Summers was operating in a universe diferent fr 
that of the professional hisorian. 


Potter "Queer" (2006), pag? 375. 


“Each of the allegations [about Hoover's homosexuality] turned out to be baseless; Theoharis notes, “either because records tha would ha 
confirmed the allegations had been destroyed or because wha was being offered was an eyewitness account. A principal source of the rum 
criminals, and of course, the gy community.” Gay men spread these rumors because of a political agnda, Theoharis adds, “outing’ Hoover, 
whether to expose his hypocritical homophobia or to show tha homosexuals could hold sensitive gvernment positions without comprom 
national security.” 


Potter, "Queer" (2006), page 377, citing Theoharis, J. Edgar Hoover, Sex and Crime, 44-45, 53. 


1995 
Diarmuid Jeffreys. The Bureau: Inside the Modern FBI(New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1995). Includes the theory that J. Edgar Ho 
was blackmailed into not atacking the Mafia (page 84). 


1995, June 25 
DeLoach, Cartha D. ("Deke"). Hoover's FBI: the Inside Story by Hover's Trusted Lieutenant Regnery Publishing, Inc. Ist edition (June 25, 
Search: "homosexual" = 17 pages, including 66, 7%, 76.. Search "homosexuality" , 74, 75, 76. Research reques: content!!! 


1995, August 15 

Paul Maccabee, John Dillinger Slept Here: A Crooks Tour Of Crime And Corruption In St Bul 19201936.Minnesota Historical Society Pre: 
August 15, 1995. ISBN40: 0873513150. ISBNA3: 978-0873513159; references to "queer" Hoover by Alvin Karpis. ncludes citations. Resea 
request: Full citations for quotations about Hoover by Karpis. 


1996 

Arts and Entertainment Network (A&E) TV special: "J Edgar Hoover: Private and Confidential". Anthory Summers told a sory from his I 
about Hoover and his associae director, Clyde Tolson, holding hands in a taxi. Bill Bonnano, son of crime bossdseph “Joey Bananas” Bon! 
asserted later in the show tha the familys lawyer [Roy Cohn] possessed pictures of a cross-dressed Hbover that protected his clients from 
investigations. 


Potter, "Queer" (2006), page 363, citing: Joshua Gamson,Freaks Talk Back: Tabloid Talk Shows and Sexual Nonconformity(Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1998); Summers, 13; quotadions from the A&E special are from ny [Potter's ] own transcriptions. The 
blackmail theory has been widely repeaed; it can be found in Diarmuid &ffreys, The Bureau: Inside the Modern FBI (New York: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1995), 84. 
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1998 
Gamson, Joshua. Freaks Talk Back: Tabloid Talk Shows and Sexual Nonconformity(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998). 


Potter, Claire Bond.War on Crime: Bandits, GMen and the Politics of Mass Culture (New Brunswick, NJ.: Rutgers University Press, 1998). 


1998, November 9 

Tony Poveda; Richard Powers; Susan Rosenfeld; Athan G. Theoharis. The FBI: A Comprhensive Reference Guide.(Nov 9, 1998). Search ter 
"homosexual": Frank Buttino, a 20-year veeran FBI agent filed suit in 1990, challenging his dismissal as a seurity risk after he admitted b 
homosexual. 


Poveda and others, pag: 137. 


1999, September 23 
Andrew, Christopher. The Sword And ‘the Shield: The Mitrokhin Archive And The Secret History Of The KGB. Basic Books. 1¢ edition 
(September 23, 1999) ISBN40: 0465003109. ISBNA3: 978-0465003105. 


KGB spread rumors about J Edgar Hoover's alleged homosexuality in an effort to discredit him and the US. In 1976, the KGB also forged ¢ 
memo of June 20, 1940 in which J Edgar Hoover reported that Senator Henry Jackson was a homosexual. During the 1976, the KGB also: 
memo to the US. press alleging tha Richard Perle and Senatory Jenry Jackson were members of a gy sex club. In 1977, the KGB sent anot 
memo to the US. press about Jackson's alleged homosexuality. 


< FBI and Homosexuality: 1980-1989 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 2000-2009— 
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outhistory IT’S ABOUT TIME! ——————aeee 


wa 


FBI and Homosexuality Chronology 


This chronology under construction surveys the history of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation's surveillance of homosexuals and alle 
homosexuals. It includes references to what was considered gender and sexual deviance. It also includes surveillance of the activities of 
members of homosexual rights groups, and anti-homosaual persons and groups. 


OutHistory is asking the public to provide citaions to additional daa sources. Contad OutHistory@gmail.com 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 1990-1999 Table of Contents 
FBI and Homosexuality: 2010-2019 > 


FBI and Homosexuality: 2000-2009 


2002 
Kessler, Ronald. The Bureau: The Secret History of the FBKNew York: St. Martin's Press, 2002). 


2002 

Morris, III, Charles E. "Pink herring & the fouth persona: J. Edgar Hoover's sex crime panic". Quarterly Journal of Speech, Volume 88, Iss 
2002, pages 228-244. Abstract: During the 1930s, sexuality significantly shaped J Edgar Hoover's public discourse. h response to a homo, 
panic that plagued the nation's men and endangred his public persona, Hover engaged in a passing performance. His masking rhetoric 
employed the pink herring, a ta¢ic that manipulated a moral panic about sex crime to stabilize gender and sexual norms, divert attention f 
private life, and silence an invisible audience tha I term the fourth persona. 


2004 
Johnson, David K. The Lavender Scar: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the Ederal Government(Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 2004). 


Powers, Richard Gid Broken: The Troubled Past and the Uncertain Future of the FBI(New York: Free Press, 2004). From page 242: "the on 
evidence I know tha their [Hoover's and Tolson's ] relationship might have gone beyond a very close friendship is a series of snapshots I fc 
among Hoover's papers of olson sleeping in his papmas. All indications are that they were taken by Hoover, and that he kept them with h 
intimate family and private records. Most men would find it an inexcusable invasion of privacy to have another man photoguaph him while 
-- unless there were [sic] a reldionship more intimae than a conventional male friendship." 


Research reques: full citations to source of those photos? 


Potter, "Queer" (2006) says that in this book Powers excludes heterosexuality as a possibility for Hoover, "saying that archival photographs 
Tolson in his pajamas are a compelling ¢atement about Hoover's sexuality. Potter, "Queer" (2006), pages 367, citing Powers, Broken, pages : 
42. 


Price, David H. Threatening Anthropology : MCarthyism and the FBI's Suweillance of Activist AnthropologistsDurham : Dule University 
2004. [On Hoover as blackmailer who used daa about politicians’ sexual lives, at the same time as he had a long, intimiae relationship wit 
man, and was rumored to be homosaual: 15. A "secondhand sory from a source in Knavile (Tennessee) regarding an unknown individu: 
making unwanted homosexual advanceds toward (anthroplogis Marshall) Newman in the 1930s when he'd work(ed) for the €nnessee Va 
Authority": 180. In "1938-1938 she (anthroplogis Ruth Landes) studied .. . Brazilian homosexual-led 'cults' known ascandomble': 230 
rumors that Landes had sold her sexual services to black informants in Buzil: 231. Re the FBI's probable ivestiation of anthropol 
Cora Du Bois' s long-term companion and housemdae Jeanne Taylor (discussed in various sources cited): 296. Also search "sexual" 
Price's additional data on FBI surveilance. | 


2004, April 12 
Hack, Richard.Puppetmaster: The Secet Life of J Edgar Hoover[ Paperback 2007] 


2004, June 
Carter, David.Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay RevolutionNew York: St. Martins Press, June 2004. Reports that Edward Murpl 
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convicted criminal and homoseual connected to the Mafia, and associated with or the leader of a blackmail ring tha preyed on homosexu: 
claimed in a 1978 atticle that the Mafia had evidence and photos providing widence of homosexual activity on the part of J. Edgar Hoover : 
as Clyde Tolson. 


The source is Arthur Bell. "Skull Murphy: The Gay Double Agent". Village Voice May 1978, pages 1, 17-19. 
Another major source tha connects Murphy and the FBI are Carter's interview with John Paul Ranieri, dated March 17, 24, 30, 1998. 
Carter also cites Murray Weiss, "J. Edgar's Slip Was Showing".New York Post, February 11, 1993. 


Carter also mentions specifc issues of the Mattachine Newsletter attacking Murphy. 


2005 
Friedman, Andrea. “Ihe Smearing of Joe McCarthy: The Lavender Scare, Gossip and Cold War Politics? American Quarterly57, no. 4 (20¢ 
1105-29. 


Tug Yourgrau. The Great Pink Scare 
Documentary film about scholars Newton Arvin, Joel Dorius, and Ned Spofford, caught up and terrorized by a homosgual pornography hy 
in Northampton, MA {Any FBI involvement? ] 


2006, September 
Gallo, Marcia M.Different Daughters: A History of the Daughters of Bilitis and the Rise of the Lesbian Rights Mbement.Seal Press (Septen 
2006). ISBN-10: 0786716347. ISBN-13: 978-0786716340. 


Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin receive FBI file, April 1981, on suweillance of the Daughters of Bilitis starting in 1956 (pages xvii, xix). 


In 1977, San Francisco Examiner repotts that a CIA agent, Dr. David Rhodes, had secrdly attended the first national convention of D¢ 
in 1960 (page xviii, citing Glennda Chui. "How FBI Spied on S.E Gays." San Francisco Chronicle, September 20, 1982. 


FBI surveillance of DOB, Ios Angeles, 1957 (page xix). 


Citizens for Decent Litenture to FBI about DOB, 1964 (pag xix). 


Potter, Claire Bond. "Queer Hoover: Sex, Lies, and Political History". Journal of the History of Sexuality, Vol. 15, No. 3, September 2006, pi 
-2??. 


Potter says: "perverted sex is a constant theme bordering on obsession in Hover’s own writing about criminals, Communists, and social ec 
movements. If his personal se life is poorly doamented, evidence that he disliked and distrusted what he perceived as sexual deviance is a 
He believed all criminals were sexual perverts. He loathed interracial sex and the communal sexual practices on the left and in the civil rigl 
movement. From early on he ailled pornography from surveillance dossiers and lept it in his private files, he used sexual evidence to intim 
political opponents, and he displyed a visceral, public hatred for women whose adions or beliefs he saw as undermining a ndional securit 
agenda.... (page 365, citing Jeffreys, 67). 


"Hoover's history as a political figure cannot be sepaated from the history of sexuality. Gay or not, the greatest privilege of Hoover's life wa: 
worked to deny to every other citizen of the United States: the right to be free of suweillance and keep ones own secrets. 


Potter, "Queer", 378. 


2007 
Leik, Karen Elizabeh Leick and Claire A. Culleton, eds. Modernism on File: Modern Writers, Artists, and the FBI: 19204950. New York: P: 
Macmillan. 2007 


Baldwin, James, page 28; Hemingway, Ernest pages 67-68; Hoover, J. Edgar, page 68; Mann, Erika, page 224, 235; Mann, Klaus, pages 22 
McKay, Claude, page 12; Rukeyser, Muriel, many pages. 


2007, October 11 
FBi Releases Files on W Dorr Legg to Douglas Charles. 
See: http://personal.psu.edudmc166/Mattachine%20Founders%20FBI/W%20Dorr% 20legg%20FBi%20file.pdf 


2008, April 30 
FBI Releases Files on Harry Hay to Douglas Charles. 
See: http: //personal.psu.edumc166/Mattachine%20Founders%20FBI/Harry%20 Hay%20FBI%20File.pdf 


2009, February 20 
Associated Press: "'GAY' PROBE OF LBJ AIDE"[ Jack Valenti in 1960s] New York Post. February 20, 2009. This says story was first req 
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in Washington Poston February 19, 2009. 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 1990-1999 
FBI and Homosexuality: 2010-2019 > 
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FBI and Homosexuality Chronology 


This chronology under construction surveys the history of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation's surveillance of homosexuals and alle 
homosexuals. It includes references to what was considered gender and sexual deviance. It also includes surveillance of the activities of 
members of homoseual rights groups, and anti-homosaual persons and groups. 


OutHistory is asking the public to provide citaions to additional daa sources. Contad OutHistory@gmail.com 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 2000-2009 Table of Contents 
Bibliography > 

FBI and Homosexuality: 2010-2019 

2010, January 12 


Oliphant? cartoon, FBI agents talking among selves, Hoover in dress Caption: "I was about to sy 'If ol’ J. Edgar was still running thir 
wouldn't be having this image problem...""Research reques: Original full citation? 


2010, September 
Feldstein, Mark. Poisoning the Press: Richard Niwn, Jack Anderson, and the Rise of Wshington's Scandal Culture. Karrar, Straus and Gir 
September 2010, ISBN: 978-0-37-23530-7, ISBN10: 0-37A-23530-9. Rsearch reques: "homosexual" (28 references); "Hoover" (48 refere 


2010, September 1 
FBI releases files on Mattachine Founder Bob Hull to Douglas Charles. See: 
http://personal.psu.edumc166/Mattachine%20Founders%20FBI/Bob%20 Mill%20FBI%20file.pdf 


FBI releases files on Mattachine Founder Chuck Roland to Douglas charles. 
See: http: //personal.psu.edumc166/Mattachine%20Founders%20FBI/Chuck%20Rowland%20FB1%20ile.pdf 


2011, November 6 
Serrano, Richard A Serrano, "An FBI diredor with a grudge”. Los Angeles Times, November 6, 2011, 8:03 p.m. 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-hoover-nelson-2011107,0,6943487,full.story 


The longtime FBI director was convinced that Los Angeles Times reporter Jack Nelson planned to write tha he was homosexual. 


In February 1970, a top aide to President Nixon [Clark R. Mollenhoff] warned J. Edgar Hoover that a new reporter in town, Jack 
Nelson, was said to be gunning for the FBI. 


For two years in the early 1970s, Hbover nursed an obsession with the nev reporter in the nation's capital. 


FBI records released recently under the Feedom of Information Act reveal, for the first time, what fueled his fixation: Hoover was 
convinced — mistakenly — that Nelson planned to write tha the FBI director was homosexual. 


There is no indication Nelson had any interest in the subjec, and he never wrote about it. Nevertheless, he became the foais of Hoove 
anxieties. 


John Fox, the FBI's in-house hisorian, said Nelson arrived on the scene 4 a time when Hoover was feeling vulnemble. A published 
report that the director was gay could well have ended his career and that possibility — unfounded or not — had Hoover on edge. "He 
saw it as an attack on his manhood," Pox said. 


The newly released records show tha Clark R. Mollenhoff, a former Washington reporter and columnis who was then special counse 
to Nixon, wrote Hoover on White House stationery that Nelson was planning another “highly critical series oftsries on the FBI." 


In June 1970, a reporter for an Alabama newspaper told agents that Nelson had been sent to Washington to write "derogaory" article 
about Hoover. The reporter, whose name was reda¢ed, told the FBI tha at a conference in Cambridg, Mass., a drunken Nelson had 
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"indicated he had a statement from somebody in the 'Depatment' stating that Mr. Hoover was a ‘homosexual’ and that he was planni: 
to use this informaion in the article," according to an FBI memo. 


By January 1971, Hoover was sufficiently concerned about Nelson's intentions tha he brought the matter up with Atty. Gen. John 
Mitchell, his boss. "We have received several recent reports reflecting extensive efforts on his part to embarrass the FBI and me," Hboy 
wrote. 


In a second letter to Mitchell that month, Hoover said Nelson drank excessively and had boaged of his intention to write "tha I am a 
homosexual." 


Hoover continued: "While I hve no reluctance to stand on my record and to le the facts of both my personal and official life speak fo 
themselves, I nondheless wanted you to hae this background informdion regarding stories that should soon appear" 


The effort was unsuccessful, and two weeks later [Dave] Kraslow [the Washington Bureau Manager of the LA Times] sa down with t 
director. In a recent interview, Kraslow, now 85, said Hoover complained bitterly about Nelson's supposed plan to identif him as a 
homosexual. 


"The spittle was running out of his lips and the corners of his mouth," Kaslow said. "He was out of control." 


In a written account of the meding from 1971, Kraslow said Hoover had threatened to sue Nelson for criminal libel "should such a lie 
ever appear in print,” and "he was caréul to point out it was not intended as a threa, but as a promise.” 


"I defied him to produce ary informant who would gare me in the face or who would gare Jack Nelson in the face and say that Jack 
Nelson had on any occasion intimated that Hoover was a homosexual," Kraslow wrote. 


Kraslow refused to fire Nelson. Rather, he asked his reporter to write a rebuttal, which was sent to Hoover. 


"I emphatically deny that I have at any time under any circumstances ever said or remotely suggested that Mr. Hoover was a 
homosexual," Nelson wrote on Od. 19, 1971. 


2011, April 

Lydon, Jason."FBI Repression of LGBTQ People and Movements".Link to a talk Lydon gave about the history of FBI repression on 
queer/trans communities. I was given at a conference, Silence Brolen: Legacies of Repression and Resigance at Northeastern University i 
2011 


2011, November 25 
Clendinen, Dudly "J. Edgar Hoover, ‘Sex Deviates’ and My Godfather". New York Times, November 25, 20011. 


Just before Christmas in 1952, J Edgar Hoover, the director of the FBI, l@ President Dwight D Eisenhower know tha the man 
Eisenhower had appointed as secréary to the president, his friend and chi¢ of staff, my godfather, Arthur H. Vandenberg Jr., was a 
homosexual. 


It was part of a pattern of persecution that would destroy thousands of lives and careers. Earlier tha year, the American Bsychiatric 
Association’s manual had classifed homosexuality as a kind of madness, and Republican senaors had charged that homosexuality in 
the Truman administration was a national security threat. (See also: 1952 ; 1956, lae.) 


2011, December 12 

Aaron Stockham[Reviewof film] "J. Edgar" Fails to Deliver the Historical Goods. History News Network, December 12, 2011. ] 

2012, April 

Charles, Douglas M.The FBIs Obscene File: J Edgar Hoover and the Bureau's Crusade against Smut. Lawence: KS:University Press of Kar 
April 2012. 200 pages, 6 x 9. Goth ISBN 978-0-7006-1825-5 


2015, January 4 
William J. Maxwell. 2B. Eyes: How J. Edgar Hoover's Ghostreaders Framed African American Litenture. Princeton University Press (Janu: 
2015). ISBN-10: 0691130205. ISBN43: 978-0691130200.384 pages. 


Publisher's Description: 


Few institutions seem more opposed than African American liteature and J. Edgar Hoover's white-bread Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. But behind the scenes the FBE hostility to black protest was energized by fear of and respet for black writing. 


Drawing on nearly 4,000 pages of newly released FBI fles, &B. Eyesexposes the Bureaus intimate policing of five decades of African 
American poems, plays, essays, and novels. 
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Starting in 1919, year one of Harlem's renaissance and Hoover's career at the Bureau, secrdive FBI “ghostreaders” monitored the laes 
developments in African American léters. By the time of Hoover's death in 1972, these gho¢readers knew enough to simulde a sinist: 
black literature of their own. 


The official aim behind the Bureavs close reading was to anticipde political unrest. Yet, as William J. Maxwell reveals, FBI surveillan: 
came to influence the creation and public reception of African American liteature in the heart of the twentieth century. 


Taking his title from Richard Wight’s poem “The FB Eye Blues? Maxwell details how the FBI threaened the international travels of 
African American writers and prepared toil dozens of them in times of naional emergency. All the same, he shows tha the Bureaué 
paranoid style could prompt insightful criticism from Hover’s ghostreaders and creative replies from their litenry targets. 


For authors such as Gaude McKay, James Baldwin, and Sonia Sanchez, the suspicion thagovernment spy-critics tacked their every 
word inspired rewarding stylistic experiments as well as disabling self-censorship. 


Illuminating both the serious harms of sate surveillance and the ways in which imaginative writing can withdand and exploit it, FB. 
Eyesis a groundbreaking account of a long-hidden dimension of African American liteture. 


William J. Maxwellis associate professor of English and African American tudies at Washington University in St. Louis. He is the 
author ofNew Negro, Old Left: African-American Writing and Communism between the Idrsand the editor of Gaude McKay’s Compl 
Poems. 


2015, June 19: "Uniquely Nasty" (dcoumentary film) 
“Uniquely Nasty: The U.S. Governments War on Gays.’ is publicly released. Accessed September 30, 205 
from https://screen yahoo.com/uniquely-nasty-u-governments-wari80000816.html 


“Uniquely Nasty” is divided into three chapters. 


Chapter 1— The Story of Charles Francis 

A veteran Republican public reldions consultant, Charles Francis was once a close friend of @orge W. Bush who served as the then Texas 
governor's emissary to the gay community during the 2000 eledion. But Francis grew disillusioned by the Bush re-election campaigris use 
same-sex marriage as a wedge issue in 2004. “You have to be ready to be thrown overboard, and we weré,Francis says in the film. He then 
launched a new campaign to dig up gvernment files documenting a forgotten history of decades of fedeml persecution of gays and lesbian 


Chapter 2 — The Story of Lester Hunt 

As the FBI was launching its “sx deviates” program aimed at identifying and outing gays and lesbians working for the fedeal government, 
Hunt Jr. — the son of Democutic Senator Lester Hunt — was arrested for soliciting gay sex from an undercover police oficer in Lafayette | 
across the street from the White House. The arrest triggered ablackmail plot by wo allies of Sen. Joe McCarthy, leading to the senator's sui 
an event that inspired the novel Advise and Consent’ and haunted a generation of gays in politics. 


Chapter 3 — The Story of Charlie Baker 

In the mid-1960s, after a top aide to President Lyndon Johnson was arrested for having oral sex in a YMCA bathroom, there was a nev crac 
to ferret out gays working for the gyvernment. The anti-gay campaign continues for years and, in 197, Charlie Baker was fired from a low- 
job at the US. Bureau of Standards for engaging in “homosgual activities” But Baker fought back, enlisting the help of gay activist Frank 
Kameny, who bombarded government officials with letters accusing them of “entrenched bigtry” and “obscene ideas’ Baker finally goes to 
and wins one of the frst victories upholding the rights of gas to work for the fedeml government. In April 2015, he got married to his long 
partner, Rod, on a beach in Florida. 


Feature about the film: "Viewfinders: Uniquely Nasty: The U.S. Government's War on Gays" by Michael Itskof. Accessed September 30, 20 
from http: //news.yahoo.com/uniquely-nasty--the-u-s--governments-war-on-g1ys-191808993.html 


2015, September 18 
Douglas M. Charles, Hoover's War on Gays: Exposing the FBI's "Sex Deviates" Progam (Lawrence: KS: University Press of Kansas, Septen 
2015). Hardcover: 480 pages ISBN-10: 0700621199. ISBN43: 978-0700621194 


Publisher's Description: 

At the FBI, the “Sex Deviates” program covered a lot of ground, litenlly; at its peak, J.) Edgar Hoover's notorious “Se Deviates” file 
encompassed nearly 99 aibic feet or more than 330,000 pages of information. In 1977-1978 these files were destroyed—and it would 
seem that four decades of the FBI's dity secrets went up in smole. But in a remarkable fea of investigative research, synthesis, and 
scholarly detective work, Douglas M. Charles manages to fill in the yawning blanks in the bureau's hisory of systematic (some would 
say obsessive) interes in the lives of gay and lesbian Americans in the twentieth century. His book,Hoovers War on Gays, is the first t 
fully expose the extraordinary invasion of US citizens’ privacy perpetrated on a historic scale by an insitution tasked with protecting 
American life. 


For much of the twentieth century, when exposure might mean nothing shot of ruin, gay American men and women had much to fei 
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from law enforcement of every kind—but none so much as the FBI, with its ingshaustible federal resources, connedions, and its 
carefully crafted reputation for ethical, by-the-book opeutions. 


What Hoover's War on Gaysreveals, rather, is the FBISs distinctly unethical, off-the-books long-term targting of gay men and women 
and their organizations under cover of "oficial" rationale—such as suspicion of criminal ativity or vulnerability to blackmail and 
influence. The book offers a wide-scale view of this policy and practice, from a notorious child kidnapping and murder of the 1930s 
(ostensibly by a sexual predator with homosexual tendencies), educaing the public about the threa of "deviates," through WWII's 
security concerns about homos«uals who might be compromised by the energy, to the Cold War's "Lavender Scare" when ary and all 
gays working for the US government shared the fae of suspected Communist sympathizers. Charles's work also deails paradoxical wi 
in which these inairsions conjured counterdforts—like the Mattachine Society; ONE, Inc.; and the Daughters of Bilitis—aimed 4 
protecting and serving the interests of postwar gay culture. 


With its painstaking recovery of a dark chapter in American hisory and its new insights into seemingly familiar episodes of thastory 
involving noted journaliss, politicians, and celebrities—this thorough and deeply engaging book meals the perils of authoriy run 
amok and stands as a reminder of damag done in the name of deceng. 


2015, October 22 

Hoover's War on GaysDouglas Charles talked about his book,Hoovers War on Gays: Exposing the FBEB “Sex Deviates’ Program. Between 1 
and the mid-1970s, the FBI acaimulated more than 330,000 pags on so-called “sex deviates,’ but these files were destroyed in 19771978. 
Professor Charles talked about his research into the hisory of the program and the public and oficial perception of gays during Hoover's ti: 
the FBI. Link: https://www.c-span.org/video/?328892-1/hoovers-war-gays 


<— FBI and Homosexuality: 2000-2009 Table of Contents 
Bibliography > 
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FBI and Homosexuality Chronology 


This chronology under construction surveys the history of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation's surveillance of homosexuals and alle 
homosexuals. It includes references to what was considered gender and sexual deviance. It also includes surveillance of the activities of 
members of homosexual rights groups, and anti-homosaual persons and groups. 


OutHistory is asking the public to provide citaions to additional daa sources. Contad OutHistory@gmail.com 
<— FBI and Homosexuality: 2010-2019 Table of Contents 
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FBI and Homosexuality Chronology 


This chronology under construction surveys the history of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation's surveillance of homosexuals and alle 
homosexuals. It includes references to what was considered gender and sexual deviance. It also includes surveillance of the activities of 
members of homosexual rights groups, and anti-homosaual persons and groups. 


OutHistory is asking the public to provide citaions to additional daa sources. Contad OutHistory@gmail.com 


_— Bibliography Table of Contents 
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F.B.I. Surveillance of Homosexuals, Alleged Homosexuals, Persons Associated with Homosexuality, Homosexual Groups, and Anti-Homos: 
Groups and Persons 


This list in construction is composed of the names of individuals and groups lied on the FBI's "Vault Index" website as having some assoc 
with homosexuality.[1] 


This list also contains the names of individuals known or rumored to hee been homosexual or bisexual, or who were associaed somehow ' 
homosexuality, who had encounters with the FBI. 


This list also contains the names of individuals associted with homosexuality and who supported, or were alleged to support left-wing or I 
causes. Future research will show if the FBI had fles on these persons and if those fles referred to homosexuality. 


This research is intended to provide wide-anging evidence of the surveillance of homosexuals, rumored homoseuals, or homosexuality 
conducted by the FBI. 


The designation "African American" is added under the names of some individuals to facilite research on the FBI's spying on Black hom 
activists, artists, and writers, or those rumored to be homosgual. 


OutHistory asks the public to help provide relwant data and full citations to that data. Send information to OutHistory@gmail.co1 


ABSCAM 
Part 10 of 10 refers to "homosexuality". Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 


ACTUP 


Addams, Jane 

From the FBI Vault: Jane Addams (18601935) was an interndionally known social worker, activist, and Nobel Peace Prize winner This re! 
concerns a treason irvestigation opened in 1924 involving the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom; Addams was a founc 
member of the organizaion. Jane Addams Part 1 of 4, Jane Addams Part 2 of 4; Jane Addams Part 3 of 4; Jane Addams Part 4 of 4 


Addams had a number of intimde relationships with women and it has been sugested that these included sexual desire and perhaps a¢iv: 
for example: Nara Schoenberg, "Outing Jane Addams: Was the founder of Hull House a lesbian? And does it mater? Chicago Tribw 
February 06, 2007. 


Alsop, Joseph 
See: Edwin M. Yoder, Jr., Joe Alsop's Cold War: A Study of Journalistic Influence and Intrigue (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Caroli 
Press, 1995), 153-6 


American Nazi Party 
Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 
Part 1 of 2 refers to???. 


Part 1 of 2 refers to "homosexuals". 
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Part 2 of 2 refers to "homosexuals". 


Amerithrax 
Part 10 of 30 refers to "homosexuality". Part 05 refers to "lesbian". 


Amerithrax, short for American anthiax attacks, was a multi-agency investigation led by the FBI. E was launched in Ocober 2001. Accesse 
October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 


Aptheker, Bettina 
FBI file? 


Arvin, Newton 


Atlanta Child Murders 
Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. Refers to? 


Babcock, Ed 
Young Republican aid to bseph McCarthy. Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets By Curt Gentry. Page 379. 


Baldwin, James 
African American writer activist. His FBI files contain references to his homoseualiity. See: Natalie S. Robins,Alien ink: the FBI's War on 
Freedom of Expression(William Morrow, 1992), page 348, etc. 


Bankhead, Talulah 
FBI Vault: 11 pages. Does her FBI file refer to homosexuality? 


Beekman, Gustave 
Proprietor of homosexual brothel in Brooklyn, NY in 1940s. Cited in. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets By Curt Gentry. Page 287. 


Bentley, Elizabeth 
Mary Price said that Bentley had made homosexual advances to her which may or may not be true. Source: "Cever Girl, pages 315-316. 


Bernstein, Leonard 
720 pages. Does his FBI file refer to homosexuality? 


Bissinger, Carl 


Black Panther Party 
African American tadical left activist organization. 


Search of FBI Vault on Dec 6, 2012 for "Black Panther Party homosexual": 


COINTELPRO\New Left- Pittsburgh Part 01 of 01 
Black Guerilla Family Part 3 of 3 
COINTELPRO\New Left- Philadelphia Part 01 of 01 
Black Guerilla Family Part 1 of 3 

Abbie Hoffman Part 32 of 50 

Abbie Hoffman Part 47 of 50 

COINTELPRO Black Extremis Part 22 of 23 
COINTELPRO White Hate Groups Part 01 of 14 
Jonestown Part 23 of 287 

Abbie Hoffman Part 26 of 50 

Abbie Hoffman Part 43 of 50 

COINTELPRO Black Extremis Part 07 of 23 
Jonestown Part 190 of 287 

Jonestown Part 10 of 287 

COINTELPRO\New Left- Los Angeles Part 01 of 02 
Jonestown Part 279 of 287 

COINTELPRO\New Left- Los Angeles Part 02 of 02 
Jonestown Part 285 of 287 

Clyde Tolson Part 8 of 11 

Clyde Tolson Part 10 of 11 

COINTELPRO New Left Butte Part 01 of 01 
Jonestown Part 133 of 287 

Ralph Abernathy Part 01 of 01 
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Search of FBI Vault on Dec 6, 2012 for "Black Panther Party gay" 


Stokely Carmichael Part 4 of 5 


Search of FBI Vault on Dec 6, 2012 for "Black Panther Party lesbian" 


COINTELPRO Black Extremis Part 21 of 23J. 
Edgar Hoover Part 16 of 22 
Jonestown Part 177 of 287 


See also: 


Carmichael, Stokely 
Newton, Huey 


Black Dahlia (Elizabdh Short) 
Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. In 1947, Elizabeth Ann Short (1924-1947) was brutally mutilaed and murdered in Ios Angeles. 
FBI was heavily involved the investigation. 


Part 3 of 4 refers to "lesbian". 


Blitzstein, Marc 
FBI Vault: Does his FBI file refer to homosexuality? 


Blunt, Anthony 
FBI Vault: Accessed October 9, 2011. 


Bourbon, Rae 

Career as professional female impersonaor; was an informant and irvestigated by the FBI. See: Romesburg, Don. “longevity and Limits iu 
Bourbons Life in Motion,’ in Transgender Migrations: The Bodies, Borders, and Politics of Transition, ed. Trystan Cotten (New York: Rout! 
2011), 130-131; and and Romesburg, Don. “Ry Bourbon: A Queer Bioguphy” (MA Thesis, CU Boulder Fall 2000), 180-187. 


Boise, Idaho 
Anti-homosexual witch hunt. FBI cited in ‘he Boys of Boise: Furor, Vice & Folly in an American City by John Gerassi (University of Washi 
Press, 2001), pages 7, 22, 49, 165.FBI Files citing Boise 


Brecht, Bertolt 
FBI Files. Any mention of homosexuality, heterosexuality? 


Buck, Pearl 
Part 3 of 4 refers to term "homosexual". Accessed Ocober 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. Pearl Buck Part 3 of 4 refers to "homosexuals". 


Burgess, Guy 
See also Philby Kim 


Angela "Angie" Calomiris, Informant: 1942-Augus 26, 1949 
FBI Files 


FBI Files mentioning Angla Calomiris: 


Eleanor Roosevelt Part 25 of 37 

Klaus Fuchs Part 82 of 111 

Klaus Emil Julius Fuchs (1911-1988) was a German-born atomic scientist who emigrated to Great Britain in the lae 1930s. He workec 
on the joint US./British ... 


Cambridge Five Spy Ring 
FBI Vault: Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 


Parts 2, 3, 28, 33, 36, 39 of 42 rder to "homosexual". 
Part 3 of 42 refers to "homosexuals".Part 20 of 4.2 refers to "homosexuals". 
Part 29 of 42 refers to "homosexuals". 
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Part 14 of 42 refers to "homosexuals". 
Part 25 of 42 refers to "homosexuals". 
Part 38 of 42 refers to "homosexuals". 
Part 4 of 42 refers to "homosexuals". 

Part 15 of 42 refers to "homosexuals". 


Caldwell, Taylor 
FBI files 


Capote, Truman 
FBI files 


Chambers, Whittaker 
Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets By Curt Gentry. Page 363. 


Chancellor, John 
FBI Vault accessed October 9, 2011. 


Part 1 of 4 refers to "homosexual" 

Part 2 of 4 refers to "homosexual" and "homosexuals". 
Part 3 of 4 refers to "homosexual". 

Part 4 of 4 refers to "homosexual". 


Chung, Margaret 

Dr. Margaret "Mom" Chung: From the bookDoctor Mom Chung of the Fuir-Haired Bastardsby Judy Tzu-Chun Wu (page 96): "The rumors 
regarding Chung even surfaced in a 1940 report by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The agent noted that the doctors in Chinatown ‘wil 
say anything about [Chung] but mises his [sic] when she is mentioned. ere are rumors tha she is a lesbian.” There are 45 references to 
word "lesbian" in the biogaphy of Chung: seehttp://www.amazon.com/ 


Cohn, Roy 
Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets By Curt Gentry. Page 412. FBI Files 


Cohn, Yetta 
Communist Party member, police woman. Nb files found on FBI website December 25, 201. Intimate of actress Judy Holiday. See biograpl 
Holiday: Research request: full citation? 


Columbine High School 
FBI Vault: Part 3 of 4 refers to "homosexuals". 


Cook, Blanche Wiesen 
Historian, writer, activist. Research request: FBI file? 


Cook, Nancy 
American suffrage leader, teacher, part owner of the Todhunter School and an intimde of Eleanor Roosevelt. Lover of Marion Dickerman. 
See: Wikipedia, Nancy CookFBI files? 


Covenant The Sword The Arm of the Lord, The 
Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 


Part 2 refers to "homosexual". 
Part 1 of 2 refers to "homosexuals" 


Cullen, Countee 
African American writer teacher. FBI Files 


Dandridge, Dorothy 
African American film actress. Accessed Ocober 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. Part 1 of 1 includes term "homos«ual". 
Davis, Angela 
African American political a¢ivist, writer, teacher. Does her FBI file refer to homosexuality? FBI Files 
Davis, Charles 
Advisor to Joseph McCarthy, alleged to have been dismissed from US. Navy for homosexual acts.) Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and t. 
Secrets By Curt Gentry. Page 379 
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Delinger, Dave 


Deming, Barbara 
See: See Duberman, Martin B., A Saving Remnant: The Radical Lives of Barban Deming and David McReynolds. New Press (March 1, 20: 
ISBN-10: 1595583238. ISBN43: 978-1595583239. Deming, Jane Albert, FBI, page 169. 


Deran, Elizabeth 

The entry on author Alma Routsong inkeminists Who Changd the Worldsays that her short story "Strangers in Camelot” is based on bein 
interrogated by the FBI about her lesbian lifetyle in the 1960s. Her lover of the time, Elizabéh Deran, was employed as an economis by tl 
Government.[2 | 


Deran email to Jonathan Ned Katz: "Alma [Routsong] was not "interrogaed by the FBI about her lesbian relaionship with [me] in the 1¢ 
What actually happened, and the event on which her short story was based, was tha the Undersecretary of the Treasury arranged for me (1 
Alma) to mee with two Secret Service agents, who read to me the contents of ny rather extensive file. Mr. Surrey arranged this meeting wi 
thought that I then could decide wh¢her the material they had assembled was too damaging to dispute (it was!). Wither Alma nor I ever t 
encounter with the FBI.[3 ] 


See also: Alma Routsong 


Dickerman, Marion 
American suffrage leader, educator, vice-principal of the bdhunter School and an intimde of Eleanor Roosevelt. Lover of Nancy Cook. 
See Wikipedia: Marion Dickerman. Research request: FBI files? 


Dietrich, Marlene 
Research request: Does she have an FBI file? Does it refer to homosexuality? 


Donovan, William J. 

Book Review - Wild Bill Donown - By Douglas Waller -NYTimes.comA biography of William J Donovan, the head of the World War I1.. 
O.S.S. chief accumulated reports that the FB.I. director was homosexual....Research request: FBI files on Donovan? OutHistory.org woul: 
know of additional sources rderring to William J Donovan, homosexuals, and homosexuality. active in anti-homosexual witchhunt in Bois 
Idaho? 


Duberman, Martin 
Historian, writer activist. 


Ehrlichman, John. 
Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. Part 1 of 5 refers to "homosexuals". 


Eng, Esther. Movie producer entrepreneur restauranteur Research request: FBI files? 


Equi, Marie 
Marie Diana Equi (born April 71872, New Bedford, Massachusetts - died July 13, 1952, Portland, Oregon) was an American medical do¢c 
anarchist. FBI file. 


FBI agents 
Unnamed, thought to be homosaual. Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets By Curt Gentry. Page 755. 


FBI Files 

Collection of FBI files on homophile groups, homos«ual emancipation groups, and gy liberation groups, 19531970. Archive of the lesbia 
Bisexual, & Transgender Community Center, New York City. FBI FILES. Archive Number: 48. Date: 1953 to 1970. Size: 2 % fe¢. FBI Files | 
1970. 

Provenance: This collection was donated by Martin Duberman. k came to us in 3 small boxes and 1 large box for a total of 2' 3". On speakii 
Mr. Duberman on May 7, 1996 he told me the reason he was able to gt his hands on this méerial. It seems that a Mr. Duncan Osborne , a 
for the Gay Press notified Mr. Duberman tha he had sued the Government to obtain the rights to the fles. The files had been released. hit 
one person must sue the government to get the papers released. M. Duberman then paid $500- 600 dollars to gt them copied and sent t 
The first two boxes are arranged in groups of papers fxed together with metal fasteners, while the third ba: is all in folders. This box came 
Archive in loose form with each group / organiztion separated by a slip of paper marled with the organizaions name. 

Scope and Content 

The general scope and content of this colletion is extensive copies of papers colleted on or about the warious Mattachine Society, Gay Libe 
Front, the North American Conference of Hbmophile Organizaions, the National Planing Conference of Hhmophile Organizational the W 
Conference of Homophile Organizations and their activities over the years 1953 - 1970's. he F.B.I. and The Justice Department kept track 
members and events that they attended over this period of time. ‘he records have been censored, somdimes in their entirdy. A large amou 
the information has been censored with a black markr. The information on the particular organizations is at times wildly inacairate. The 
collection, therefore, says more about the FBI than it does about the gz movement. 
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FBI informants 
Unnamed, thought to be homosaual. Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets By Curt Gentry. Page 412 


Florida Legislative Committee ("The Johns Committee")[ 4] 

The Johns Committee begun interrogaing suspected homosexuals among students and faculty on Florida campuses bdore the Legislature 
specific authorization for the investigation of homosexuals. In 1958, committee chairman Johns illegally sent a covet investigator to the 
University of Florida after his son, Jerome Johns, told his father that "effeminate instructors had perverted the curriculum." 


In 1961, the Legislature directed the Johns Committee to broaden its investigations to include homosexuals and the "extent of [their] inflti 
into agencies suppoited by state funds,” particularly at state colleges and universities such as the lhiversity of Florida, Florida Stae Unive 
and the University of South Florida. Having the power to subpoena witnesses, tale sworn testimony, and employ secre informants, the co1 
spread terror among the closéed lesbian and gay population in state colleges, often using uniformed policemen to pull sudents and profes 
out of classes for interrogaion.[5] All homosexual acts were crimes under Florida lav at that time and remained so until the thited States 
Supreme Court's Lawrence v. Texas ruling in 2003.[6] Admission of homoszuality constituted moral turpitude and was grounds for fring 
expulsion from colleg:. Research Reques: FBI files, connection? 


Gay Activists Alliance 
FBI Vault: 534 pages 


Gay Activists Alliance 
FBI Vault: 135 pages. From the EB.I. website: "This Civil Rights organizaion originated [sic] at Ohio State University in the 1970's and ha 
several other Chapters throughout the United States, which were concerned with equal rights for gas and lesbians." Part O1. Part 02. 


Gay Liberation Front 
FBI Vault: 1,113 pages 


Geer, Will 

Actor, best known as Grandpa Zebulon Tyler Walton in the 1970s TV series, The Waltons. In 1934, Geer met Harry Hay at the Tony Pastor 

Theatre, where Geer worked as an actor. They became lovers, and Hay credited Geer as his political mentor Hay and Geer participated in a 
strike in Los Angeles, where Hay was first exposed to sadical gay activism in the person of "Carabelle," a drag queen who held cout in the - 
Hill neighborhood, who hid Hyy from police. Later that year, Hay and Geer performed in support of the San Francisco General Strike. Hay 
founded the Mattachine Society, the first sustained homosexual emancipation organization in the US. Research reques: FBI files? 


Genet, Jean 
Research request: FBI files? 


Georgetown University student, female 
"When a Georgetown University professor was quesioned by an FBI agent . .. about one of his ¢udents, he attributed both her lesbianism 
her affinity for leftist ideology to her psychological problems."[5 ] 


Ginsberg, Allen 
On his FBI files: See: Natalie S. Robins,Alien ink: the FBI's Var on Freedom of Expression(William Morrow, 1992), page 348, etc. 


Gold, Harry. 
Part 29 of 108 refers to "homosexuality". Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 


Goodman, Paul 
Goodman's outspoken support for young Vidnam War draft resisters .. . earned him the FBI classification of"subversive homoseual'"[ 6] 


Hansberry, Lorraine 

African American playwright, essayist, political activist. Does her FBI file mention her homoseuality? New York Public Library: Lorraine 
Hansberry Papers (includes her FBI fle): http://www.nypl.org/archives/3686 See: Ben Keppel. The Work of Democracy: Ralph Bunche 
Kenneth B. Clark, Lorraine Hansberry, and the Cultural Politics of Race. Cambridg, MA: Harvard University Press, Research request: YI 
Any reference to lesbianism in her FBI fle? 


Hay, Harry. 
Communist Party member; founder of Mattachine Society, Los Angeles. Other Mattachine Society founders with CP or ldt affiliations? 


Hellman, Lilian 
Research request: Any reference to homosexuality or lesbianism in conne¢ion with her writing "The Children's Hour"? 


Hells Angels 
Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. Homosexual references? 


Helms, Jesse 
Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 
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Parts 03, 04 of 07 reer to "lesbian". 


Part 04 of 07 refers to "homosexuals". 
Part 03 of 07 refers to "homosexuals". 


Hickock, Lorena 
Journalist, intimate friend of Eleanor Rooswelt. Research request: any reference to her intimdae relationship with Roosevelt in her FBI fil 


Hitler, Adolph 
See: http://vault.fbi.gov/adolf-hitlerAccessed October 9, 2011. Research request: any allegations of homosexuality. 


Holliday, Judy 
See: Angela "Angie" Calomiris, Informant: 1942-Augud 26, 1949See also: Yetta Cohn 


Hoover, John Edgar: January 1, 1895 - May 2, 1972 

FBI Vault. Part 11 of 22 refers to "homosexuality". Part 16 refers to "lesbian", Accessed Ocober 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 

FBI files "include several memos regarding FBI agnts visits, which included "vigrous interrogation” and "forcefully" presented points, m: 
individuals who made acaisations or passed on rumor tha J. Edgar Hoover was homosexual. Files note rdribution taken against an emplc 
the National Labor Relations Board."['7]See also: Tolson, Clyde 


Hudson, Rock 

Part 1 of 1 refers to ???. Accessed Odober 9, 2011 from FBI Vault. 
Huggins, Ericka 

African American political a¢ivist. 


Hughes, Langston African American writer 
FBI files. Research reques: Do they contain any hint at homosexuality? 


Hutchins, Grace 

Does her FBI file refer to homosexuality? See also: Rocheser, Anna 
Inge, William 

Research reques: FBI file? 


Isherwood, Christopher 
Research reques: FBI file? 


Jack the Ripper 
Part 1 of 1 refers to "homosexual". Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI vault. 


Jenkins, Walter 
Aid to Lyndon Johnson, arrested for homosexual solicitation just before presidential eledion. Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Se 
Curt Gentry. Page 579-580. 


Johnson, Myrtis 
Angela "Calomiris also began daing Myrtis Johnson, the sister-in-law of her FBI handler Ken Bierly, a fact that attracted attention from tl 
media." 


Jorgensen, Christine 
FBI files? 


Katz, Jonathan Ned 
FBI file contains no reference to homosexuality. 


Kameny, Franklin 
His dossier entered FBI Dire¢or J. Edgar Hoover's files for "sexual deviants." Quoted from "FRANKLIN KAMENY" by Mchael Huffingto1 
the Washington Post. 


Karpis, AlvinFBI Files. Research request: references by Karpis to Hoover's alleged homosexuality? 
Kaye, Danny FBI FilesResearch request: any reference to homosexuality? 


Kepner, James 
Mattachine member Research reques: FBI files? 


Kinsey, Alfred 
FBI Vault: See: http://vault.fbi.gov/Alfred%20 Kinsey Accessed October 9, 2011 from FBI Vault. 
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Parts 3, 4 refer to "homosexual". Other pairts also refer to "homosexual", 

Part 2 of 4 refers to "homosexuals". Alfred Kinsey Part 4 of 4 refers to "homosexuals". 
Part 4 of 4 refers to "lesbian". 

Part 3 of 4 refers to "homosexuals". 


Lape, Esther 
Journalist, publicist and English professor one of the founders of the league of Woman Voter, intimate of Eleanor Roosevelt. Life partner « 
Esther Fisher Read.Research request: FBI file? 


Lash, Joseph 
Accessed October 9, 2011 from FBI Vault. Any reference to lesbians or male homosauals? 


Liberace 
Part 3 of 6 refers to "homosexuals". Accessed Ocober 9, 2011 from FBI Vault. 


Locke, Alain 
African American writer teacher. Research request: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Lorde, Audre 
African American pod, essayist, activist. Research request: FBI files referring to homosexuality, lesbianism? 


MacArthur, General Douglas 
FBI Vault: Part 4 of 4 refers to "homosexuals". 


Mattachine Society 
See: Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBD release of mderial from FBI file number 100-HQ-403320 Subjet: The Mattachine Society, 194 
- [PDF 43 MB - 28-Jun-2010] at:http://governmentattic.org/ 


NOTE: Large file: 43 MB 

Part 03 of 03 refers to "lesbian". Accessed Ocober 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 

Part 03 of 03 refers to "lesbianism". Accessed Otober 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 
Part 03 of 03 refers to "homosexuals". Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 


McCarthy, Joseph 

U. S. Senator. Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets By Curt Gentry. Page 432, 434. FBI Vault: Files accessed Odober 9, 2011 fr 
Vault. 

Part 3 of 56 refers to? 

Part 35 of 56 refers to "homosexuals". 

Part 3 of 56 refers to "homosexuals". 

Part 5 of 56 refers to "homosexuals". 


McKay, Claude 
African American writer Research request: FBI files referring to homosexuality 


McReynolds, David 

Peace activist, homosexual. See Duberman, Martin B., A Saving Remnant: The Radical Lives of Barban Deming and David McReynolds. } 
Press (March 1, 2011). ISBN-10: 1595583238. ISBN43: 978-1595583239. Page 35: Reference to McReynold's FBI file. Page 129: reference 
FBI's notorious "watch list". Page 257: FBI files cited. 


Millholland, Charles Bruce 
Playwright, author of Napolean of Broadway, unproduced, adapted to become Wentieth Century (playand movie). Research request: FBI 
Jonathan Ned Katz is especially interested in this person. 


Miller, Frieda 

New York State industrial commissioner and laer U.S. Women’s Bureau chief. Partner of Pauline M. Newman for fifty-six years. For more ¢ 
see: http://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/newman-pauline accessed December 10, 20.2. Research reques: FBI files referring to 
homosexuality, lesbianism? 


Milk, Harvey 
See also Moscone, Dan White 


National Organization for Women (NOW) 
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Nelson, Jack 
"The Los Angeles Times got a hold of the FBI fle on former reporter Jack Nelson through a Heedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, 
revealing that Hoover was pretty panicked that Nelson was going to report he was “homoseual?[8 ] 


Newman, Pauline M. 

October 18, 1887 - April 1986. American labor a¢ivist. "In 1918 the ILGWU [International Ladies Garment Workers Union} loaned PN to 
Philadelphia WTUL [Women's Trade Union League], which she seed as president and organizer until 1923; here she mtFrieda Miller ( 
who was then secrdary of the Philadelphia WTUL and who became her lifelong friend." "Aér 1924 PN lived in NYC and often shared a hc 
with Frieda Miller until the latter's death in 1973. PN helped to nise FSM's adopted daughter Elisabeth. .. ."[9] FBI file? Research reque 
files referring to homosexuality? 


Nuestra Familia 
FBI Vault: Part 1 of 1 refers to ?. Accessed Ocober 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 


Nugent, Richard Bruce 
African American painterResearch request: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Nureyev, Rudolph 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Perkins, Francis 

US. Secretary of Labor from 1933 to 1945, and the frst woman appointed to the US. Cabinet. 

"Confronting family issues--a frequently intitutionalized husband with seere psychiatric problems; a deeply secré lesbian relationship w: 
Mary Harriman Rumsey (sister of Averell Harriman); a daughter from whom she was offen estranged-Perkins nevertheless exhibited tirele 
grace under pressure again and again, alwgs rising to the occasion in the name of gery and any progressive cause’-Publishers Weekly, sta 
review of The Woman Behind the Nw Deal: The Life of Fances Perkins, FDR Secretary of Labor and His Moral Conscienceby Kirstin Dov 
[10 ]Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Police, local 
Said to cover up informdion about FBI agents arrested for homosexual solicitation).Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Seczets By C 
Gentry. Page 4:19. 


Profumo, John (Bowtie) 
English politician involved in sex scandal. FBI Vault: Part 8 of 8 refers to "homosexuals". 


Read, Elizabeth Fisher 
Scholar, attorney, intimate of Eleanor Roosevelt. Life companion of Ether Lape. Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Robins, Jerome 
Research request: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Rochester, Anna 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? See also: Hutchins, Grace 


Rohm, Ernst Julius 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Roosevelt, Eleanor 
Intimate friend of Lorena Hickock, a confirmed lesbian, as well as other lesbians. See Blanche Wisen Cook's biogiphies of Roosevelt. See 
Lorena Hickock. Research request: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Routsong, Alma 

The entry on Routsong inFeminists Who Changd the Worldsays that her short story "Strangers in Camelot" is based on being interrogaed 
FBI about her lesbian lifetyle in the 1960s. Her lover of the time, Elizabé¢h Deran, was employed as an economis by the U.S. Government 
[11] See also Elizabéh Deran who says she was interviewed by the "Secrd Service", and that neither she nor Routsong were interviewed by 
FBI. 


Rukeyser, Muriel 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? Does her FBI file refer to homosexuality? 


Rustin, Bayard 
Homosexual, Black civil rights leaderSee: Kenneth O'Reilly, Racial matters: the FBI's secrd file on Black America, 19601972 (Free Press, 
page 148. See also: John D'Emilio's biogaphy of Rustin. Research request: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Savio, Mario 
Leader of free speech movement, Berklg, California, 1960s. 
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Part 09 of 09 refers to "homosexuality". Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 


Schneiderman, Rose 
(April 6, 1882 - Augus 11, 1972) was a prominent Lhited States labor union leader socialist, and feminist. She had a long-term relaionshi 
Maud O'Farrell Swartz (1879-1937), another working class woman ative in the Women's Trade Union League, until Swartz’ death in 1937 


Spellman, Francis (Cardinal) 

"The FBI maintained close ties with Spellman, largly through Lou Nichols, and later, the New York SAC John Malone, even though Hoove 
contained numerous allegaions that Spellman was a very active homosexual." (Gentry, J.E.H., note, page 347). Research request: Source? 
citation? 

"By the spring of 1954 Ebover, realizing that he, too, could be charged with having questionable associaions [TOLSON], as he had acaisec 
many others of having, was complaining to the president tha "McCarthy had reached a point where he was atually impeding the irwestiga 
Communists...." (Gentry, page 436). 

Spellman allerted Pope Paul VI in Rome not to hwe anything to do with Martin Luther King, who was planning a visit.(@ntry, page 570). 
quotes fromJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secretsby Curt Gentry. 


Stein, Gertrude 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality?FBI file? See also Toklas, Alice B. 


Stevenson, Adlai 
FBI spread false rumors tha he was homosexual. Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets By Curt Gentry. Page 402-403, 445, 
478. Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Swartz, Maud O'Farrell 
(1879-1937), labor organizey feminist, and long-time paitner of Rose Schneiderman (see)Research request: FBI files referring to 
homosexuality? 


Supreme Court, United States 
Part 16 of 34 refers to "homosexuality". Part 24 of 34 refers to "lesbian". Accessed Ocober 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 


Shine, G. David 
Close associate of Roy Cohn and Joseph McCarthy. Research request: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Sullivan, Noel 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Thurman, Wallace 
African American writer Research request: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Toklas, Alice B. 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? See also Gertrude Stein 


Tolson, Clyde A. 
See also: J. Edgar Hoover. Research request: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Tucker, Ray. 
Journalist, author of Collier's article criticizing Hoover. Ray Tucker, "Hist! Who's That?" Collier's, August 19, 1933, pages 15, 49.Research 
request: FBI files? 


United States Presidential candidae (unnamed). 
Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets By Curt Gentry. Page 51. 


United States Senator (unnamed). 
Cited inJ. Edgar Hoover: The Man and the Secrets By Curt Gentry. Page 35. 


United States Supreme Court. See "Supreme Court" 


Valenti, Jack 
Research request: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 'Gay' Probe of LBJ Aide Associated Press, NY Post, February 20, 2009 


Van Vechten, Carl 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Vidal, Gore 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Waco FBI Transcripts Tapes 
Accessed October 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 206 - 207 refers to "homosexuals". 
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Walsh, Thomas I. [Senator (Democrat) ] 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality?FBI file? 


Warhol, Andy 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 


Welles, Summner 
Friend and advisor to Fanklin D. Roosevelt.[12 ] 


White, Dan 
Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? See also: Moscone, Milk 


Williams, Tennessee 

Research reques: FBI files referring to homosexuality? 

The Selected Letters of Tennessee Williams: 19451957 by Tennessee Williams, Albet J. Devlin, Nancy Marie Patterson Tischler R 
to the FBI four times: pages 361, 513, 515, 651. 


Winchell, Walter 
Part 58 of 58 refers to "homosexual". Accessed Ocober 11, 2011 from FBI Vault. 


X, Malcolm (originally Malcolm Little) 
African American political a¢ivist. FBI file on FBI website reders to homosexuality. Full citation? 


Research Request 


Users of OutHistory would like to know more about what each of these files contains. If you can provide additional data relating to the FBI's surveillance of homosexuals or alleged homosexuals please contact OutHistory@gmail.com 


Notes 


1. From the FBI Vault Index site: The FBI has converted many FOIA documents to an electronic format (PDF), and they may be viewed b« 
the case of voluminous pags, only summaries or «cerpts from the doaiments are online. Subjecs are sorted alphabetically by first nan 
can also use your browser's fnd feature to locate subjects on the page. Searches of the Vault Index: 


A search of the FBI's Vault Index site for "homosexual" on October 9, 2011 returned 76 items. A search on the same dae for "homosexue 
returned 26 items, some of which were not included in the original 76 items. A search for "homosuals" returned 40 items some of wh 
not included in earlier searches, 


A search for "lesbian" réurned 8 items, some of which had not been included in the earlier results and are not yéntegrated into the lis 
below: 

(1) Mattachine Society Part 03 of 03; 

(2) Jesse Helms Part 04 of 07; 

(3) Alfred Kinsey Part 4 of 4; 

(4) Black Dahlia (E Shot) Part 3 of 4 In 1947, Elizabeth Ann Short (1924-1947) was brutally mutilaed and murdered in Ios Angeles. T! 
was heavily involved the investigation as it pertained to ... 

(5) Jesse Helms Part 03 of 07; 

(6) Supreme Count Part 24 of 34; 

(7) Amerithrax Part 05 of 30 Amerithiax, short for American anthiax attacks, was a multi-agency investigation led by the FBI. I was lai 
in October 2001, when letters laced with ... ; 

(8) J. Edgar Hoover Part 16 of 22 


A search for "lesbianism" rdurned one result. 


A search for "lesbians" was made on November 11, 20011, and provided six results not yé integrated into the alphabdical list below: 
(1) New Alliance Party Part 3 of 3; 

(2) Liberace Part 3 of 6; 

(3) New Alliance Party Part 1 of 3; 

(4) Alcatraz Escape Part 14 of 17; 

(5) New Alliance Party Part 2 of 3; 

(6) Walter Winchell Part 56 of 58. These have not yet been integrated into the alphabdical list below. 
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A second search for "lesbians" on Nvember 29, 2012 turned up additional rderences, so the FBI is adding to its online ifles: 
(1) Liberace Part 3 of 6 

(2) Alcatraz Escape Part 14 of 17 

(3) New Alliance Party Part 2 of 3 

(4) New Alliance Party Part 1 of 3 

(5) Mattachine Society Part 01 of 03 

(6) Bremer Kidnapping Part 11 of 459 

(7) Senator Edward "Ted" Kennedy Part 20 of 27 

(8) New Alliance Party Part 3 of 3 

(9) Walter Winchell Part 56 of 58 


A search for the term "ga" [in 20011] included 504 results, all of which mg not refer to homosexuality and the results have not been ir 
in this list. A search for "gay and homosexual" returned 21 results not yd included on the lis: below. 


A search of the Vault Index for the terms "pervert", "perverts, "perversion", and "perversions" (used commonly about homosauals and 
homosexuality in the 1940s, 1950s, and early 1960s, also reurns some entries which rder specifically to homosexuality without using sc 
version of that term. These results have not yet been added to the lis below. 

A Note on the URLS 

On October 8, 2011 some of the earlier-lited URLs on this pag: from the FBI Vault are no longer working. The same content appears ti 
available on the FBI Vault website under diferent URLs that have not yet been added to this pag, replacing the earlier ones. 


For the FBI's site see: [http://vault.fbi.gov/reading-room-inde Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Vault Index. 


2. Routsong, Alma In: Lesbians Who Changed the World. Elizabeth Deran, "Patience & Sarah Come to Life", inPatience and Samh By 
Miller. ReadHowYouWant, June 11, 2010. Paperback: 312 pages ISBN-10: 1458774082. ISBN-13: 978-1458774088. 


3. Deran to Katz, November 24, 2011 1:24:20 PM EST. 


4. Wikipeddia: Florida legislative Committee. Accessed December 5, 211. 


5. David K. Johnson, The Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government (University of Chic: 
Press, XX XX), pages 35-36. 


6. Website of the film Paul Goodman Changed My Life. 


7. Accessed November 11, 2011 fromhttp://www.paperlessarchives.com/hooverhtml 


8. http://tpmmuckraker.talkingpointsmemo.com/2(11/11/hoover_worried_lice- 
covered_ferret_journalist_would_report_he_was_gay.php 


g. Accessed Dec. 10, 2012 from:http://oasis.lib.harvard.edu/oasis/deliver/~schOOOL8 


10. Accessed December 10, 202 from:http://bestpossiblelifewordpress.com/2009/02/25praise-for-new-biography-of-frances-perk 
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outhistory IT’S ABOUT TIME! ————————— 
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Douglas M. Charles: Researching Hoover’s War on Gays: Exposing the FBI’s “Sex Deviates” 
Program 


OutHistory is pleased to publish an original essy by historian Douglas M. Charles discussing the research for his bookHoover’s War on CG 
Exposing the FBIs “Sex Deviates’ Program, published September 18, 205 by the University Press of Kansas. 


Table of Contents 


The Essay 


Introduction 
Hoover's War on Gays was, among ny three books, my largest, most laborious, ye, without a doubt, the mos enjoyable and satisfying resez 
project of my academic career It was not only a subjed deserving comprehensive tredment, it was also a subjec of great personal interes. 


I started researching it in 2003, a fev months after completing my dissertation. It was a slow process, as I was conarrently busy convertin 
doctoral thesis into ny first book. 


The easiest and most obvious starting point was colleding the extant FBI files I knew existed — such as relevant parts of Hoover's secret of! 
files, and those on Sumner Vlles, David Walsh, and other singular targts — and compiling werything I knew was written on the subjed. 


In the process of reading everything in any way related to the topic, I began to identif subjects for Freedom of Information Act requests. 
Researching the FBI is necessarily based on FOIA requas, a time consuming, ofen expensive, and somdimes frustrating process. 


Obscene File 
Besides the obvious FOIA requess on gay rights activists and groups, I decided the FBK Obscene File mug contain gay-related informatio 
Scholars knew very little about this File. 


While on a research trip to Mlwaukee, I talked about researching the Obscene File with Athan Feoharis, the mos prominent of FBI hisc 
He thought that asking for this File might not be fruitful because the Obscene File was voluminous and lotmg information on gays throu, 
FOIA request was probably unrealisic. 


File on the Obscene File 

I decided to submit a FOIA reques for the Obscene File to see wha I would get. To my astonishment, about a year lder I received a respor 
telling me the Obscene File itself had been detroyed in the 1990s. But an adminiérative file of the Obscene File existed (and was of reasor 
size), and I got it. This file about maintaining the Obscene File indeed contained informtion about gays, but it also convinced me it wariar 
own monograph. This file revealed significant new information about the FBI& Obscene File itself so I decided a study about it needed to | 
completed first. This would help me beter understand the FBI efforts against what they considered smut, and the bureaw broader, relate 
interest in gays. Thus my second book, The FBI's Obscene File(2012), briefly delayed my research on the FBI and gas. 


FBI and Gays 

During my first book’s editing, I starting writing an aiticle on my early FBI and gays research. I had obtained the FBE file on the Mattachi 
Society and ONE, Inc. It was only during this writing process tha I began to male nuanced connedions and truly began to comprehend n 
subject. 


Redactions 

A major problem with FBI research in gneral, and Mattachine and ONE in patticular, was dealing with all the redated names in the FBI 
While frustrating, the process was also arrently exciting because foiling gyvernment redadors is a thrilling experience. It forces one to dig 
and employ the beg of historical deductive-reasoning skills (a saisfying feeling I have come to refer to as “Sherlocking’). 


To get around blacked-out names, one needs to know as much as possible about orig research subjed. In this case that meant compiling 
biographical information about as many Mattachine and ONE members as possible. While a name might be redded in an FBI file, the cor 
information appearing around the reda¢ed name (and the number of ype-written letters in the redacion) can often but not always reveal 
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With the help of a brilliant undergnduate research assistant, we compiled dossiers full of dé¢ailed information about gay rights activists an 
uncovered many names which revealed the history of FBI surveillance. (See images 1 & 2.) 
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As preliminary results of my research and ny entrée into LGBT history, I then published an asticle on my Mattachine/ONE research @hic. 
became, in part, the basis of chapter 5), and then another aticle on the FBI and Harry Hay (also a part of chapter 5). These two articles for 
to think more deeply about the broader topic of FBI suveillance of gays. 


I then began to put togther the history of some subjects from the Cold War era about whom other hisorians had already writen. I also aa 
the FBI files on the Gay Liberation Front and Gay Activists Alliance, two groups about which the scholarly liteature was thin and the liter 
about the FBIS interest non-existent. 


At this point I was not sure how to proceed with m research. I vividly remember thinking to nyself, “Good Lord, where do I sart?” I decid 
turn to the origin of the FBI interes in gays. Already discovered FBI domments told us tha the Bureau started collecting data on “Sex Offe 
(including gays) in 1937, Why 1937, I asked? 


It didn't take long to learn there was a midi930s sex-crime panic during the Grea Depression. Yet I still had no idea wha, exactly, sparkec 
FBI’s interest. Knowing 1937 was the ley year for the FBI, I tried to ascetain the start of the panic. 


“Sex Offenders” 
Historian Estelle Freedman reported that the New York Times created a sex crimes index in 1937. I searched this inde, and located the nar 
Charles Mattson, a child who had been kidnapped jus after Christmas 1936, and murdered in early Anuary 1937. The date of the case sug 


it might be the start of the FBIS interest in “Sex Offenders” The existing scholarly literature confirmed that “Sex Offenders, given contemp 
biases, primarily meant gas. 


I discovered that news articles about the Mattson case pointedly mentioned the FBI. hey even mentioned Hoover having mistakenly clain 
child kidnappings had ended wo years before the Mattson case. So I made a FOIA reques on the Mattson case, hoping to fnd some sort o: 
document referencing the FBI5 start in collecting information on gays. 


The FBI's response was stunning. I expected a letter detailing the size of the fle and what it would cost me, at 10 cents per page after the fir 
100 pages. I didn't receive a letter, though. While on campus, teaching a class, I received an unepected phone call from the FBI. ‘he Matts 
constituted a whopping 220,000 pags! (I was anticipating, at best, a few thousand pages.) Practically speaking, it would be impossible fc 
FBI to process a file this large in a timely fashion, and it would hae cost me tens of thousands of dollars. 


I decided to narrow ny FOIA request on the Mattson case to the start of the file, and the year 1937 But the gargantuan size of the Mittson 
revealed that I had hit the mother lode: there was no FBI interesin “Sex Offenders” prior to Mattson, and then boom! 


I next researched the FBIS surveillance of the East Coast homophile movement, including Fank Kameny’s Mattachine Society of Washingt 
(MSW), the New York Mattachine, Donald Webster Cory, and several others. I was successful in obtaining, via FOIA reques the FBIs com 
file on those and other Mattachine groups. 


D. B Huggins 

Thanks to John D’Emilics work, and especially Daid Johnson's, I knew there was an early Mattachine group in Washington D.C. led by “D. 
Huggins,’ about whom we knew little. I didn't seem to have any FBI files referencing him or his group. I was wrong. FBI redations made i 
appear there were no rderences, but in fac there were. 


I had recently acquired from Princeton's archives a letter Huggins had written to the ACLU. This letter detailed Huggins’ experience and ev 
expressed his belief the FBI had targeted him. Upon reviewing (for the umteenth time) ny Mattachine-related FBI files I began to recogni: 
of the details Huggins had described in his ACLU letter. I experienced one of those ah-ha moments, and remember xclaiming “This is Hu; 
Fairly quickly then, his story came together, helped by a FOIA reques on Huggins. The FBI released to me only Higgins’ correspondence 
the Bureau, a couple of internal FBI douments listing his various Washington jobs in the 1950s, and some preiously unknown fads about 
bureau notes attached to his correspondence 6ee image 7). It turned out these new facts about Huggins, especially his employment hisory 
helped me to foil further redactions in the broader Mattachine file (see image 8). I had succeeded in uncovering a seemingly lob episode in 
history, and previously unknown informdion about Huggins. 
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Donald Webster Cory/Edward Sagarin 

The same was true with Donald Vébster Cory, the pseudonym of early gay rights activist Edward Sagarin. Again, because an FBI redator f 
just once to black out the surname of an informant, I was able to recover a signifant example of how the Bureau collected information on 
from therapists and, moreover information about a previously unknown, early gay rights group Sagarin had organized called kimosexuals 
Anonymous. (See images 9 & 10.) 


le " Cory, Donald Webster es 
el Wesley Corey 
INFORMATION CONCERNING “ FOIA(b)7 - 


The following information concerning the captioned person is being 
furnished for the information of the Bureau: 


| IN George W. Henry Foundation, New York 
City, who Very cooperative and of great assistance in the past in investi~ 
gations involving homosexuals, recently called attention to the fact that DMARD 
SAGARIN, who writes under the.pen names of D. W. CORY, DONALD WEBSTER CORY and 
DANIEL WESLEY OORY, is the proprietor of the Cory Book Service, 237 East 5éth 
Street, New York City. He specializes in books by and about homosexuals and 
Sponsors a book-of- type of club for the distribution of these books 
amongzhomosexuals. as D. W. CORY, is the author of "The Homosexual in 
America", a He oe approach to the question of homosexuality. ‘This book 
was published 9/28/51 by Greenberg Publishers, New York City, a legitimate 
publisher. SAGARIN resides at 57 Lincoln Road, Brooklyn, New York. 


feels that SAGARIN is bad influence among the homosexuals in < 
New York vicinity in that his activity among the homosexuals tends to 
encoursge nonosexual Sty rather than to reduce ite 


j [imate « cony of « report be mate to tte Board of Trustees 
of the Geroge W. Henry Foundation dated 4/1h/52 with regard to a meeting of Homo- 


sexuals Anonymous he addressed, with misgivings, at the st of SAGARIN, ‘Two 
photostatic copies of this report are attached. has advised that Homo- | 
sexuals Anonymous is an informal group composed o: sexuals who are banded 


together to” protect. their "civil rights" and in particular to endeavor to have 
the U. S. Department of Defense change bad conduct discharges given servicemen <a 
mio| axe odpeecedie ty “food ‘contact discharges * 


nas stated that SAGARIN is = homosexual and a 


\e. Ss Se’ rth near the bottom of page one of the report, 
stated that at the end of his talk there was some discussion. It 5 > 
that SAGARIN set him up as a straw man to demolish his position and then 


seaeaiatahy ook refuge in the theory of the po=calied Grest, aio of Ristiy Mise 
As is set out on page two of this report in 
sexuals sttenting us meetings 5 i 
ALCINFORMATION CONTAINED = _ 
Enos 2. HEREIN IS UROLASSIED ; 
pATEC 2-7-7 BL AS(eS 


vel ee | | Jeo-fo932/-S- 


Image 9 


Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-109371 


x ( 
GEORGE SYLVESTER VIERECK 4s well-known to the Bureau and the New York 
) Office for his pro-Nazi activities during World War II during which war he was 
| convicted for a violation of the Foreign Agents Registration Acts 
The files of the New York Office also reflect that in 1945 and again 
in 1947 JACOB BROCHES ARONOFF received mail from EDWARD SAGARIN, 57 Lincoln 
Road, Brooklyn, N.Y. ARONOFF was a business partner of ARTHUR A. ADAMS, the 
alleged U.S.S.R. espionage. agent specializing in atomic intelligence who dis- 
appeared from the U.S. in the early 19h0's. 


(Dr. GROSS furnished the following description of SAGARIN® 


Sex Male 


Race White 
Age 35-0 yeare (propably born in the U.S.) 
aerate 516" : 
Thin 
ie Dark, prominent eyeballs 
ee? Cadaverous looking: 


Image 10 


Kameny’s Mattachine 
I next turned to Kamery’s Mattachine Society of Washington, DC. There were clearly doaments in the broader Mattachine FBI file about 1 
MSW and Kamery (whose name was redaced throughout, ecept for his first name appearing unredaced in one doaiment [see imag 11] 
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Image 11 


I had earlier made a FOIA reques on Kameny, but the FBI claimed to hwe nothing. This surprising response suggested that the FBI had 
destroyed Kamery’s individual file, and possibly the broader Mattachine file that I had already obtained. My only recourse was to research 
recently opened Kamery papers at the Library of Congress, and I taveled there in May of 2014. 


The Kameny papers contain a wealth of informaion. They included some FBI fles he had managed to gain access to via the FOIA some of 
were copies of files I already had. Some were domments not released to me, but tha clearly should have been released to me (xemplifying 
problems dealing with the FBI & FOIA). Rese new files allowed to me get around some redadions in the FBI files I already had, and they 
revealed new information about the FBIé targeting of Kameny and Mattachine. 


An Informer in Kamew’s Mattachine 

One of the major discoveries I made was the identit of an FBI informant in the Mittachine Society of Washington. In the FBI files release: 
a redactor just once neglected to black out the surname of an informant -- an individual named “Scarbey?’ I didn't know his given name, 
anything else about him, and ny research efforts drew a blank. I hoped the Kamery papers might reveal something: if this Scarberty was, i 
an MSW member surely Id run across his name. I wasrit too confident of this, however, knowing most: MSW member used pseudoryms. I 
lucky, and I still vividly remember the moment. A I was turning pag after page of manuscript material I finally turned one pag: and there 
in front of me, was a later from MSW to a Mr. Warren Scarberry of Suitland, Maryland. I gasped! My heart raced. I had identified an FBI 
informant, and later learned far more about him than I ger expected. (I was able to identify other FBI informants, including some signif: 
ones, in similar ways.) (See images 12 to 15.) 
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Image 12 


Image 13 
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Image 14 


Image 15 


The Sex Deviates Program and File 
My Library of Congress research trip was jus about up, and I was ready to drive home the nxt day. But I still had to figure out how to des: 
the FBI’s Sex Deviates Program and file. 
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Athan Theoharis possessed the FBE requisition to the National Archives seeking permission to incineate the Sex Deviates file, and the file 
destroyed in 1977 We had only a general description of the fle from those National Archives documents, plus indired references in FBI file 


image 3, 4, & 5.) I feared my treatment of this important file would be wholly unsdisfying 


| 
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Ezeoutives' Conference Recommendation: 


The Executives' Conference unaniaously reconreaded tict 
we continue the above policies as set forth. 
Ms 


(7) U, S. Courts. 


We have received requests froa t 
Judges, including forner Chief Justice Fred Vinson and Ju 
Tom Clark, for information from our files generally in co 
with individuals they plan to employ in their offices. I 
tastances appropriate inforaation has been furnished to these 
officials without obtaix.ing Devartrental approvel. 


Exeoutives' Conference Recomiendaton; 


The Executives’ Conference unanimously reconrended that 
we continue handling these requests as in the past. / 
Lanne . 4 


(@) § piates, 


June 20, 1951, set forth a uniforn policy 
mation concerning allegations concerning 
of any branch of the United States @ ; 
specific instructions for furnishing i 
Branch, specific individuals were desig 
type of information in the Legislativ 
States Senate, the Botanical 

the House of Representatives, 
Government Printing Office. e 

to receive infornation concerning ser de 
of the Judicial Branch of the Gover nt. 
designation of this policy, dissening 
aecordance with the policy set forth, 
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Image 5 


These were my thoughts in my Washington hotel room right bdore checking my email. Unexpectedly, there was a messag: from a New Yori 
reporter, Matt Apuzzo, who wanted to intewiew me about the FBI and gas. Apuzzo was sationed in the capital, and I told him I happene 
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there as well. So we mé for tea. 

Apuzzo told me tha, in DC, Charles Francis was working with a lav firm to gain access to FBI fles on gays. He then showed me a doaimer 
looked familiar, but upon closer inspedion I realized I had nwer seen it before. It discussed the FBI$ Sex Deviates program. It was the orig 
Sex Deviates Program policy document! 

For a second time in one research trip I had ah-ha moment. Considering how lile was known then about the FBI and gys, I suspected thé 
Francis and Apuzzo couldnt fully appreciate the import of this document. It was one that I and Athan Theoharis originally thought was 
incinerated along with the res of the Sex Deviates file. Instead, here it was! Gee image 16.) 


Image 16 


We had previously thought tha the Sex Deviates Program dated to June 1951 because tha date was referenced in the indirect document (i1 
above). But my research uncovered the earlier version of the progam, dating to April 1950. That was a simpler fingerprint and arrest recor 
program (see image 6), markedly different from the June 1951 Sex Deviates Program reconfiguration. 


#20 D@ brought up to date and was given the figure 406 sver the ~ 
telephone. This was not confirmed hy memorandum and the memorandun 
of November 20, 1950, does not set forth full details cs to when the 
arrests took place. 


Yr. VeGutre then called Yr. Tracy. Mr. Tracy was not in 
and he tajked to Quinn Tamm. Mr. cutnn Tamm told Mr. VeGuire that 
he was not familiar with the specific Stgure 406 but that the sez 
deviate program waa inttiated tn April following receipt of 
information from Roy flick of the Metropolitan Police Department. 

Ur. Tamm suggested that Wr. McGuire talk to Supervisor As %. Fipp 
tn the Security Division who ts at the present time hand tng material 
of this type. 


Ur. Uctuire called Fino who is new on the desk and is not 
fon Meeats arn igure 406 but got out hia old ticklers showing 
@ details of checks nade on information furniahe ® - 4 
did not total 406. vi o shad by teks Anete 


Ur, MeGuire then talked to Yr. Tracy. ‘re Tracy advised 


Mr. UcGutre of the background of the sex deviate program starting 

with the tnformation secured from toy “lick and pointed out that 

the first report was prepared on 4prél 14, 1950, that a total of 
Sencer Lions ajainat fingerprint cards tn the Identification 

Liviston had heen made of Government employees over a veriod of 

1947 to 1950 and he felt the difference between the ftqure 363 

and 406 could be occasioned dy arreste auhseouent to April, 1950. 
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The document detailed the policy and procedures of the Sx Deviates Program, including wha to index and how I couldnt believe it. This, 
knew, would be the core of ny new book. This document was clearly the single mos important FBI document about gays ever released. Qu 
unexpectedly, I would be able to describe the Sa Deviates Program in detail. Despite the destruction of the actual file, I would be able to 
reconstruct a reasonable undersanding of the FBI8 Sex Deviates file and program. 


The finished book, Hoover’s War on Gays: Exposing the FBI “Sex Deviates’ Program, explores what extant evidence tells us about the FBI 
obsession with homosexuality from 1937 to 1993. 


After a discussion about wheher FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover was gay and whether that matters, the book explores the evolution of the F. 
relationship with gays and lesbians. The FBI's interest in gays began amid a Depression-en sex crime panic. I evolved to perceive gays in a 
limited way as security risks during the Second World War, to seeing them as major seairity risks during the Cold War. That led to the crea 
the formal Sex Deviates Program and file, and the targeting of gay rights groups, first on the west coast, then the east coast. 


The book examines the political issue of homosauality during both the Johnson and Niwn administrations (that includes the Walter Jenk 
episode and Nixon seeking FBI informdion on gays in the press corp). I surveys the FBIS targeting of the gay liberation movement, and e 
with the destruction of the Sex Deviates file in 1977-78. It discusses the FBI& unintentional lead in ending fedeal gay employment discrim 
in the 1990s. It’s a vast, complex, and varied history, with multiple causal facors, spanning more than 50 years. 


The Author 

Douglas M. Charlesis Associate Professor of History, Pennsylvania State University, Greater Allegheny Campus. His two earlier books are 
FBI's Obscene File: J Edgar Hoover and the Bureau's Crusade Against Smuf_1910-2011] (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2012), anc 
Edgar Hoover and the Anti-intewentionists: FBI Rlitical Surveillance and the Rise of the Domestic Security State, 193.945 (Columbus: The 
State University Press, 2007). 


For more information on the FBI and homosexuality, see FBI and Homosexuality Chronology. 
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